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Lessons from
a jazz master

Trombonist leads DODDS seminar

Page 3
Above: Veteran trombonist Jiggs Whigham instructs this year's g Department of
Defense Dependents Schools jazz seminar at Heidelberg High S : The sax

. Left:
phone section of DODDS Big Band Jazz Ensemble performs during a Tuesday practice
session. It is the 21st year that DODDS-Europe has hosted a jazz seminar.
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Missing intern: Gary Condit denied
in a sworn deposition that he had a ro-
mantic affair with slain intern Chandra
Levy, insisting “we were friends,” but
offering few details of their relationship.
The former California congressman was
questioned in September as part of an $11
million lawsuit he filed in 2002 against Do-
minick Dunne, a special correspondent to
Vanity Fair. Condit claims that Dunne’s
statements led millions of people to believe
ondit was criminally involved in Levy's
death.
Details of the deposition were reported
Tuesday on NBC’s “Today Show.
When asked to describe his relauonshlp
with Levy, Condit said, “We were friends.”
Levy, a 24-year-old U.S. Bureau of Pris-
ons employee, disappeared in 2001; her re-
mains were discovered in a Washington,
D.C., park in May 2002.

South Carolina train derailment: The gov-
ernment told railroads on Tuesday they
should require their crews to report and doc-
ument changes to manual switches like the
one suspected of causing the derailment of a
train carrying chlorine gas.

ANorfolk Southern train slammed into an-
other train parked on a side track in Gran-
iteville, S.C., on Thursday, rupturing a tank
and releasing a cloud of gas. The deadliest
train wreck involving hazardous material in
nearly three decades, it killed nine people,
injured 234 others and forced the evacua-
tion of 5,400 local residents.

Though they haven’t finished their probe,
National Transportation Safety Board inves-
tigators are focusing on whether the crew of

Fired Georgia law enforcers: Clayton County, Ga., Sheriff Victor Hill — whose

the parked train failed to flip a switch to
keep other trains on the main track hours be-
fore the wreck.

Louisiana serial murders: Prosecutors
have decided against taking twice-convict-
ed killer Derrick Todd Lee to trial for the
murder of a Lafayette woman, Trineisha
Dene Colomb, 23.

Authorities say DNA evidence links Lee
to the serial Killings of Colomb and six other
women from 1998 to 2003. In October, a
jury in Baton Rouge convicted Lee of
first-degree murder in the slaying of Char-
lotte Murray Pace and ordered the death
penalty. He earlier was convicted of sec-
ond-degree murder for the slaying of Gera-
Iyn DeSoto in West Baton Rouge Parish and
was sentenced to life in prison.

War on terrorism

Australian terror suspect’s release: The
opposition Labor Party asked the govern-
ment on Wednesday to explain if the release
of an Australian terror suspect held for
three years at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, was
linked to his claims he was tortured while
under U.S. supervision in Egypt.

The suspect, who the United States be-
lieves had foreknowledge of the Sept. 11
al-Qaida attacks, won’t be allowed to leave
Australia after being repatriated.

The government announced Tuesday that
Sydney resident Mamdouh Habib, who was
born in Egypt, will be released without
charge from Guantanamo Bay.

Last week, one of Habib’s court affidavits
was made public in which he said that after
he was arrested in Pakistan he was trans-
ferred to Egypt, where he was tortured with

his 345 employees, most of them deputies and officers, on his first day in office was over-
turned by a judge — agreed Tuesday to reinstate their pay and benefits. But he insisted
they would not necessarily get their jobs back. Hill defended his actions as legal, but re-
fused to say exactly why the employees were fired. The firings angered members of the

department and raised suspicions that they were racially motivated. H
employees included four of the highest-ranking officers, all of them wi

s black. The fired
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beatings and electric shocks and was nearly

World

Afghan drug-smuggler amnesty: Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai said an amnesty for
former drug smugglers was “not a bad
idea” if it could help eliminate Afghani-
stan’s booming narcotics industry, but he
suggested Wednesday it was far from be-
coming government policy.

Under pressure from the United States
and Europe, Karzai has called for a “holy

ar” against Afghanistan’s drug business,
the world’s largest, and made it a priority
for the five-year term he won in landmark
September elections.

Afghan poppy cultivation jumped an esti-
mated two-thirds last year and supplied 87
percent of the world’s opium, the raw mate-
rial for most of the heroin sold to young ad-
dicts in areas such as Western Europe and
Russia.

Croatian war crimes suspect: Croatia’s fu-
gitive war crimes suspect, Gen. Ante Gotovi-
na, is ready to surrender “immediately” if
he is granted a trial in Croatia instead of be-
fore the U.N. court that charged him in
'mid-2001, his attorney said.

Gotovina “would immediately surrender
to Croatian authorities for trial if his case
were transferred to Croatia,” his Chica-
go-based attorney, Luka Misetic, said.

The letter was sent to the heads of the Eu-
ropean Union, which decided to start mem-
bership talks with Croatia on March 17, but
only if the country arrests and extradites Go-
tovina, one of the most wanted suspects of
the U.N. court in The Hague, Netherlands.

Gotovina’s offer was immediately reject-
ed by the U.N. court.

Naples gang warfare: Police broke up a
meeting of suspected mobsters from a Na-
ples gang involved in a vicious internal war,
arresting six men, authorities said Wednes.
day.

Police in Naples said they blocked the
men as they tried to escape from a room in a
neighborhood in northern Naples where
they had been meeting late Tuesday.

The men are thought to be tied to the Di
Lauro clan, a part of Naples’ Camorra crime
syndicate that has been involved in a bloody
battle with a break off group in recent
months, resulting in several brutal killings.
More than 130 people were killed in the Na-
ples region last year, most of them in mob vi-
olence.

Pakistan assassination suspect: An air
force staffer who allegedly played a key role
in a plot to assassinate Pakistani President
Gen. Pervez Musharraf has escaped from
jail and efforts are under way to arrest him,
a spokesman said Wednesday.

Mushtaq Ahmed, a low-ranking Pakistani
air force staff member, was captured
months after al-Qaida-linked Islamic mili-
tants tried to blow up Musharraf’s motor-
cade on Dec. 14, 2003, in Rawalpindi, a city
near the capital, Islamabad.

‘ednesday, air force spokesman Air
Commodore Sarfraz Ahmad said the jail-
break occurred last month, but declined to
give further details about it.

Photos and stories from wire reports
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azz great leading
DODDS musicians
to swinging times

BY RUss RI1Zz0
Stars and Stripes

HEIDELBERG, Germany —
Jiggs Whigham has played trom-
bone alongside the likes
of Count Basie, Ella
Fitzgerald and Cannon-
ball Adderly. But this
week, he shared the
stage with some less-
er-known artists: Stu-
dents in the Department .
of Defense Dependents (| %
Schools system.

During a weeklong
jazz session in Heidel-
berg, Whigham instruct-
ed 27 handpicked stu-
dents in the art of jazz.
The band was to perform in a con-

Angel Ayres, a Wiirzburg senior,
plays bass at a DODDS-Europe
jazz seminar rehearsal.

Whigham

cert hall near Heidelberg on
Wednesday night and was set to
perform its final concert Thurs-
day at Patch High School in Stut-
tgart.

The jazz session is an
annual event that ro-
tates throughout Eu-
rope and attracts stu-
dents from Italy to En-
gland. Whigham, an ac-
claimed trombone play-
er who conducts the
BBC Big Band, helped
create the program

more than 20 years ago
students

to  give
throughout

panded to all of Europe.

Many students returned this
year for the second or third time.
They said they came back be-
cause of the inspiration Whigham
gave them and to be around other
teenagers who like jazz.

“It's definitely a life-changing
experience,” said Doug Francis, a
senior at Ramstein High School
in Germany, who attended the
seminar last year. “Before, I was
just a little troglodyte scared to
come out of my shell, and then I
came here and I am willing to try
anything.”

Katie Thompson, a senior at Al-
conbury High School in England,
said she was most excited about
learning how to scat, or improvise
singing using sounds rather than
words. During a practice Tues-
day, Whigham touched his heart
and leaned back in joy as Thomp-
son sang “Everyday I Have the
Blues.”

Angel Ayres, a senior at
Wiirzburg High School in Germa-
ny, said she knew little about play-
ing jazz on her bass guitar before

instructs 27 handpi

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Jiggs Whigham conducts the Big Band Jazz Ensemble made up of students participating in the DODDS-
Europe jazz seminar at Heidelberg High School, Germany. During the weeklong jazz session in, Whigham

ed students in the art of jazz. The band is set to perform its final concert Thursday at

Patch High School in Stuttgart. The seminar is an annual event that attracts students from Italy to England.

Want to go?

What: Jazz concert

‘When: Noon Thursday
‘Where: Patch High School,
Stuttgart, Germany

she started coming to the annual
seminar. Three years later, she
said she has developed a love for

jaz:

“Il will always be part of my
life,” Ayers

Whig ham  entions Ayres
when he speaks about what keeps
him coming back. He remembers
when Ayers could hardly strum a
tune, much less keep up with
up-tempo jazz songs.

“It’s like being a proud father,”
Whigham said. “You see them
grow. They've taken the ball, and
they've run with it.”

‘Whigham said the seminar is
about more than music. He en-
treats students to find a career
they will enjoy and do their best

in that field.

At Tuesday’s practice,
Whigham told the students about
“the hang,” a term he used to de-
scribe the culture around music.
Jazz musicians hang around each
other, creating a tight-knit com-
munity, he said.

Three high school music teach-
ers watching the practice partici-
pated in “the hang” themselves,
discussing whether Whigham
was the best living jazz trombone
player in the world. They agreed
he was.

Jim Curtis, a senior at
Wiirzburg, said two years attend-
ing the seminar was enough to en-
sure he will play his trumpet in a
jazz band wherever he can find
one. He checked to make sure the
University of Houston, where he
will attend next year, has student
Jjazz bands.

As for Thursday’s final concert:
“Itll be great,” Curtis said. “As
long as my lips hold out.”

E-mail Russ Rizzo
rizzor@mail.est

es.osd.mil

Katie Thnmpsnn, an Alconbury
senior, belts out “Everyday | Have
the Blues” during practice.

Despite claims, Wash. state finds no overseas ballot problems

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Washington state
election officers and military officials say
they have found no evidence of problems
with overseas military absentee ballots, de-
spite allegations that many may not have
been delivered or counted.

“We’re seeing allegations made that
large numbers of military voters did not
get ballots, but we think that's partisan
rhetoric over a close election,” said Pam
Floyd, assistant elections director for the
state. “And we believe all military ballots
signed by Washington voters and received
were counted.”

But state Republicans believe that hun-
dreds of overseas servicemembers never
received their ballots, and that may have
stolen the election from their gubernatori-
al candidate, Dino Rossi.

“We're getting tons of calls and e-mails
from troops overseas who didn’t receive

State Republicans believe that hundreds of overseas
servicemembers never received their ballots, and
that may have stolen the election from their
gubernatorial candidate, Dino Rossi.

their ballots, or who got them weeks after
the election,” said Mary Lane, spokeswom-
an for Rossi. “We're looking at a lot of dis-
enfranchised military voters.”

Lane provided Stars and Stripes with
complaints from 14 family members who
have loved ones in the military, most de-
ployed overseas, who did not receive absen-
tee ballots. The Rossi campaign said it has
heard from 260 voters who claim not to
have received ballots, though not all of
them are military.

Department of Justice officials would
not comment on news reports that the fed-
eral government is investigating whether
state elections officials broke the law by
sending out the ballots too late. Republi-

cans have filed suit to mandate a new elec-
tion because of the military issues and
other supposed voting irregularities.

In November, Rossi was named the win-
ner of the general election by 261 votes and
won a machine recount by 42, but a sec-
ond, manual recount last month showed
Democrat Christine Gregoire with a
129-vote margin of victory.

Last month, Secretary of State Sam
Reed, a Republican, certified the election
results in Gregoire’s favor, and on Tuesday
the state House and Senate, both con-
trolled by Democrats, followed suit. The
Democrat was to have been sworn in as
governor on Wednesday.

‘Washington was the last state to send out

its overseas ballots, with all but one county
mailing them by Oct. 8, Floyd said. That
left 39 days for overseas military person-

nel to receive and return the votes, which
were accepted until 14 days after the No-
vember election.

Joe Hitt, spokesman for Fort Lewis in
‘Washington, said none of the Army Re-
serve units currently deployed overseas
have reported problems over missing or
damaged ballots.

“It just seems to be something that's
being blown up in the press,” he said. “We
haven’t heard any complaints about bal-
lots.”

But Lane said her office has heard nu-
merous complaints, even from troops who
double-checked their registration and mail-
ing addresses to make sure they received
ballots.

Department of Defense officials did not
return calls seeking comment on the ballot
controversy. Arguments in the GOP court
challenge will begin Friday.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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Study eyes benefits of wired military family

BY WARD SANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

Boston University is leading a study to
plug the Great American Military House-
hold into ... well, itself. And into school and
the doctor, too.

The university recently announced the
Technologically Connected Home Project,
paid for through grants from the Army and
Nielsen Media Research. The three-year
program will study 500 military families to
see whether using things like the Internet
as a low-cost, long-distance telephone line
catch on with families often separated.

“One of the realities of the military fami-
ly is it’s a family in transition, there’s a
move to and from a base,” said John Hend-
erson, director of the Boston University In-
stitute for Leading in a Dynamic Economy.
“There’s a changing of careers and a chang-
ing of venues relative to a career. Military
families are really families in motion.”

A child who moves to a new school could
connect with the old to smooth transition.
A family at a remote base could access doc-
tors via video. And using Voice over Inter-
net Protocol voice communication, a sol-
dier-parent serving far away could keep in
touch without paying long-distance fees.

“We kind of think of the home as a nucle-
us of an atom, and the family members are
spinning around it,” Henderson said.
“They’re the electrons.”

The idea would be to keep those elec-

Army hopes new technology creates

more content, cohesive community

trons in touch, no matter how far from
home they fly.

“Make life better for soldier families and
you can make better soldiers,” said Will-
iam Armbruster, deputy assistant secre-
tary of the Army for privatization and part-
nerships, in a prepared
statement. “Army readi-
ness is inextricably
linked to the well-being
of the whole family.
‘When deployed,
diers need to know that
their families are safe,
housed, and have access
to medical care, commu-
nity services, and educa-
tional opportunities. If
technology in the home
can make that all possi-
ble, then everyone wins
and the odds of soldier
retention are multiplied
greatly.”

Soldiers are both the
subjects of the study
and the end client. The
study will cost about $1 million per year,
with the Army paying for 25 percent of it
and Nielsen picking up the bulk of the rest.
Actus Lend Lease and the Picerne Real Es-

sol-

&k Army readiness is
inextricably linked
to the well-being of
the whole family. ...
It technology in the
home can make that

all possible, then
everyone wins. 9y

William Armbruster
Deputy assistant secretary
of the Army for privatization

tate Group will provide sites for the new
homes. The study will begin with volun-
teers at Fort Hood, Texas, and Fort Meade,
M., though the program should expand to
three other bases. There are no plans now
to expand the study overseas, but Hender-
son said he couldn’t
rule it out. The pro-
gram is part of the Ar-
my’s Residential
Communities Initia-
tive, a push to rebuild

70,000 military
homes in the next
five years.

Harvard Medical
School and the Army
surgeon general are
involved on the tele-
medicine side.

Nielsen  believes
the technology could
have applications be-
yond the military.

“This is not making
a new secret device
or something, this is
something the private sector can be very
supportive of,” said Robert Luff, chief tech-
nology officer at Nielsen Media Research.
One of the technologies Nielsen is excited

and partnerships

about is motes, tiny devices that measure
movement or temperature or virtually any-
thing.

“Imagine something like a stack of three
or four nickels, and in that there’s a battery
like a hearing aid battery and a chip,” Luff
said.

They're small and don’t draw much at-
tention to themselves, which helps re-
searchers not influence the behavior of
those being studied. They could help re-
searchers tell whether members of a fami-
ly eat dinner together or watch television
or simply go out to eat.

Other smart devices could be used for
‘maintenance purposes.

“Examples would be RFID tags on appli-
ances,” said Dennis O’Connor, a project
spokesman, referring to radio frequency
identification technologies. “If they need
service or maintenance, they would auto-
matically contact a distributor or some-
one.”

But such an electric eye could spook
some, as the researchers are well aware.
The data that the home project collects will
not go directly to the Army or companies,
but to researchers who will analyze it. The
analysis is what the military and compa-
nies finally receive.

“We are the mechanism that ensures the
privacy of the family,” Henderson said.
“Boston University researchers are the
only ones who have access to the data.”

E-mail reporter Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S., Russia near
agreement to limit
missile trafficking

plied to Afghan rebels fighting So-
viet forces in the 1980s.
Ivanov

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

said  “negligible

"ENTAGOP

AINGTON

WASHINGTON — The United
States and Russia are close to com-
pleting an agreement designed to
limit trafficking in portable air-de-
fense missiles, which some securi-
ty experts fear terrorists could
use against commercial airliners,
Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Tvanov said Tuesday.

At a joint news conference with
Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld, Ivanov provided few details
but said the proposed accord re-
flected a common interest be-

tween the United States and Rus-
sia in constraining the unautho-
rized movement of these weapons
around the world.

“You know full well that terror-
ists of all hues and stripes” have
sought to obtain them, he said.

Ivanov, speaking through an in-
terpreter, said “an agreement on
the exchange of information” on
portable air-defense weapons
would be signed by the two coun-
tries “pretty soon.”

He said the agreement was put
together quickly “because it was
in the best interests of both states
to maximally constrain” the move-
ment of such weapons, such as the
American-made Stinger shoul-
der-fired missiles the CIA sup-

amounts” of Russian-made air de-
fense weapons also were in Af-
ghanistan, and they are included
in the inventories of many central
and eastern European countries.

Rumsfeld did not comment on
the deal and other U.S. officials
did not immediately have any in-
formation.

Later, after a meeting with Pres-
ident Bush at the White House,
Ivanov told reporters he and
Rumsfeld had briefly filled the
president in on the “understand-
ing between the governments of
the two countries to control the
movements” of such weapons.

Typically, these relatively
cheap weapons are small, rock-
et-propelled ~ warheads  with
heat-seeking sensors. They are de-
signed to be triggered from a
tube-like, disposable launcher
and to follow the heat of a jet en-
gine’s exhaust to its source. The
CIA-backed rebels in Afghanistan
used Stingers to great effect
against Russian helicopters and
other low-flying aircraft during
the 1980s.

Ivanov also said he had accept-
ed a US. invitation for Russian
forces to participate in a
U.S.-based military exercise to

AP

U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld listens to Russian Defense Minister Sergei Ivanov during a news

conference Tuesday at the Pentagon in Washington. The United States and Russia are neal

g a deal that

would have the two nations working together to limit terrorists trafficking in air-defense missiles.

“handle nuclear safety issues
while transporting nuclear muni-
tions.” He did not elaborate.

Later, the Pentagon issued a
brief statement saying the United
States will host six Russian observ-
ers at a nuclear weapons convoy
security exercise this spring. It
gave no details.

Ivanov said his session with
Bush laid the groundwork for a

meeting between the U.S. presi-
dent and Russian President
Vladimir Putin, scheduled for
Feb. 24 in the Slovak Republic
while Bush is traveling through
Europe. Ivanov and Bush talked
about hotspots such as Iran and
Afghanistan; the joint commit-
ment to fight terrorism; their de-
sire to reduce the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction; and

bilateral military exercises, he
said.

The two did not discuss the polit-
ical situation in Russia’s neighbor,
Ukraine, but Ivanov did not rule it
out as a topic of discussion when
he returns to the White House on
Wednesday to meet with national
security adviser Condoleezza
Rice. Rice has been nominated to
be the next secretary of state.
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Abizaid to meet with top Turkish officials

BY TERRY BOYD
European Stars and Stripes

The overall commander of U.S.
forces in the Middle East visited
Turkey’s capital Ankara on Tues-
day, apparently hoping to narrow
differences between the two
NATO allies, especially when it
comes to Iraq.

Scheduled to visit Turkey for
two days, Gen. John Abizaid, U.S.
Central Command commander, is
to meet with top Turkish govern-
ment and military officials about
expanding U.S. operations at In-
cirlik Air Base in south-central
Turkey, said a Turkish official
who asked not to be identified.

That official said he had no de-
tails, but U.S. officials apparently
want to fly cargo into Iraq from In-
cirlik, according to a story in
Wednesday’s Los Angeles Times.
In Iraq, deteriorating security
has led U.S. officials to use air

transportation rather than road
convoys to move people and mate-
riel.

Though operations there have
been reduced dramatically since
the U.S invaded Iraq in March
2003, the United States still is a
tenant at Incirlik. The Air Force
has based there “a limited num-
ber of KC-135 refueling aircraft
that support the mobility air
bridge for Operations Enduring
Freedom (in Afghanistan) and
Iraqi Freedom,” wrote Capt. Rick-
ardo Bodden, spokesman for the
39th Air Base Wing at Incirlik, in
an e-mail response to a Stars and
Stripes query.

Bodden referred all other ques-
tions to U.S. European Command
officials in Stuttgart, Germany,
who in turn referred questions to
CENTCOM  headquarters  in
Tampa, Fla.

Abizaid’s meetings with Turk-
ish officials “are behind closed

doors ... and 'm not privy to
those meetings going on now,”
said Cmdr. Nick Balice, a CENT-
COM spokesman. Balice declined
to disclose what issues Abizaid is
discussing with Turkish officials.

“Since September 11th, our set
of strategic interests has shifted
somewhat and it’s going to be
some time before that sorts itself
out,” Abizaid said in a Tuesday
news conference, acknowledging
growing differences between Tur-
key and the United Kingdom. “I
don’t think that that's surprising,
but the U.S. and Turkey are worl
ing together very closely in a vari-
ety of areas.”

There may be some quid pro
quo involved for both countries to
get what they want.

U.S. officials want increased ac-
cess to Incirlik in southeastern
Turkey, about 400 miles west of
the Iraq border, the Turkish
source said. The Turks, still fight-

i 3
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PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes.

ing Kurdish separatists in the
southeast, want the United States
to push fighters from the Kurdis-
tan Workers’ Party, or PKK, out
of northern Iraq, he said.

Abizaid demurred, saying the
Jan. 30 elections in Iraq are the
first priority for U.S. forces, ac-
cording to the Turkish source.

During his two-day visit, Abiza-
id is to meet Deputy Chief of Gen-
eral Staff Gen. Ilker Bashbu and
Foreign Minister Abdullah Gl of
the Justice and D

The United States has had ac-
cess to a limited number of Turk-
ish bases and intelligence facili-
ties since 1952, when Turkey
joined NATO. From the end of the
Persian Gulf War in 1991 through
2003, the United States and Brit-
ain used Incirlik and an air force
base in Diyarbakir — near the
Iraq border — to fly Operation
Northern Watch missions over
northern Irag. Those missions
stopped then-Iraqi leader Sadd-
am Hussein from harassing mi-
norities in the north, including
the Kurds, while providing Tur-
key intelligence on Kurdish mili-
tant groups.

Even at the height of Northern
Watch, when an average of 5,000
Americans were bas
lik, Turkish mi officials
placed strict limits on what they
did.

Party, a conservative, Islamic-ori-
ented party that has ruled secular
Turkey since 2002.

E-mail Terry Boyd at:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

fevent uransel in Ankara contributed to
this

Upgrade process dials up new telephone numbers

By KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — Airmen
and civilians stationed at Aviano are get-
ting a good reason to order new business
cards: The on-base commercial phone
numbers will change Jan. 31.

It's the first part of a process that will
eventually replace an antiquated system
with a capacity of about 4,000 phone num-
bers.

“We need to expand that to 10,000,” said
Master Sgt. Mike Freeman of the 31t Com-
munications Squadron.

But to do that, some of the numbers need
to change.

Telecom Italia has already assigned
other numbers with the same two-digit
numbers that the base currently has to cus-
tomers off base. So it found another
two-digit number that no one had been as-
signed, Freeman said.

“In effect, Aviano Air Base will become
its own town,” he said.

The first four numbers — which repre-
sent the general area— will stay the same.
The next two will change from “66” to
“30.” The last four will stay the same.

So, for instance, the phone number for

the Stars and Stripes bureau at Aviano will
switch from 0434-66-7652 to 0434-30-7652.
DSN numbers will be unchanged.

In a few months, contractors from Gener-
al Dynamics will install a new switch that
will allow the base to offer more phone
numbers and provide better service. But
the amount of numbers won't actually in-
crease until new infrastructure is installed.

That’s not likely to happen for a few
years. The installation project 11 is one of
eight currently on hold because of a deci-
sion by the Spanish government to delay
approval NATO funding.

Crews from the squadron’s telephone

maintenance section have been surveying
the more than 500 facilities on base for
seven months. They've got more work to
do after the switch is installed.

But since the needed work has already
been completed to change the numbers,
the base decided to go ahead.

“We wanted to make sure this was taken
care of first,” Tech. Sgt. Chuck Whitten

said.

‘The move comes just about a year after
the Army made a similar change to its com-
mercial phone numbers in Vicenza.

E-mail Kent Harris at
Pamskomaltestipes.osdmil
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Sex crimes hearing

An Article 32 hearing for a 1st
Armored Division soldier ac-
cused of sex crimes with a child
resumed Wednesday in Hanau,
Germany.

Spe. Jerry L. Lewin, 32, is
charged with sodomizing and hav-
ing carnal knowledge of a child
younger than 12 years old, inde-
cent acts with a female younger
than 16, and being absent without
leave from his unit, according to
Maj. Michael Indovina, 1st AD
public affairs officer.

Lewin is assigned to the 1st
AD’s 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry
Regiment, based in Biidingen. He
was charged Sept. 10, and the Ar-
ticle 32 began Jan. 6, but was ad-
journed until Wednesday by re-
quest of Lewin’s defense attor-
ney.
An Article 32 is similar to a ci-
vilian grand jury hearing. Unlike
grand juries, which are closed,
the Article 32 is an open hearing.

Warrant officer course

The Army is looking for sol-
diers, Marines, sailors and air-
men with fewer than 12 years of
active federal service to fill its
warrant officer ranks.

A joint service agreement al-
lows servicemembers who are se-
lected for the program to be dis-
charged from their component
and enlisted in the Army. Appli-
cants must apply for the program

while on active duty and must
have at least 12 months remain-
ing on their enlistment contract,
according to the Warrant Officer
Recruiting Web site.

Positions are open in all 45 spe-
cialties for qualified servicemem-
bers. Plus, other Department of
Defense job specialties are being
added daily, according to the Web
site.

For more information and all re-
quired documents, see Www.us-

arec.army.mil/warrant, or call
DSN 312-536-0328, 312-
536-0466, 312'536-0271,

312-536-1860, 312-536-0458 or
312-536-0484.

AFN to air inauguration

Several AFN-Europe television
shows will be postponed one
week to make room for the live
broadcast of the presidential inau-
guration and accompanying pro-
grams Jan. 20.

The inauguration will begin at
1 p.m. Central European Time on
the AFN-News television channel
and at 3 p.m. on AFN-Atlantic.

To make space in the schedule
for the swearing-in ceremony at 6
p.m. and the following 1/+-mile pa-
rade from Capitol Hill to the
White House, “Destinations” and
“The AFN Evening News” will be
pre-empted along with several
prime-time shows on AFN Atlan-
tic.

AFN Power Network Radio will
cover the inauguration highlights.
Fromstaff reports
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Fruitless WMD search comes to an end

Inspectors with Iraq Survey Group return
home after nearly 2 years chasing weapons

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — The search for weap-
ons of mass destruction in Iraq has quietly
concluded without any evidence of the
banned weapons that President Bush cited
as justification for going to war, the White
House said Wednesday.

The Iraq Survey Group, made up of
some 1,200 military and intelligence spe-
cialists and support staff, spent nearly two
years searching military installations, fac-
tories and laboratories whose equipment
and products might be converted quickly
to making weapons.

White House press secretary Scott Mc-
Clellan said there no longer is an active
search for weapons. “There may be a cou-

ple, a few people, that are focused on that”
but it has largely concluded, he said.

“If they have any reports of [weapons of
‘mass destruction], obviously they’ll contin-
ue to follow up on those reports,” McClel-
lan said. “A lot of their mission is focused
elsewhere now.”

Chief U.S. weapons hunter Charles Du-
elfer is to deliver his final report on the
search next month.

“It's not going to fundamentally alter the
findings of his earlier report,” McClellan
said, referring to preliminary findings

from September. Duelfer reported then
that Saddam Hussein not only had no weap-
ons of mass destruction and had not made
any since 1991, but that he had no capabili-
ty of making any either. Bush unapologeti-
cally defended his decision to invade Iraq.

Duelfer is expected to report on the re-
moval of enriched uranium, a key ingredi-
ent in nuclear weapons and

Bush has appointed a panel to investi-
gate why the intelligence about Iraq’s
weapons was wrong.

The Washington Post reported that Du-
elfer is home, and analysts are back at Lan-
gley, Va.

In interviews, officials who served with
the Iraq Survey Group said the violence in
Traq, coupled with a lack of new informa-
tion, led them to fold up the effort shortly
before Christmas.

The CIA declined to authorize any offi-
cial involved in the weapons search to
speak on the record for The Post's story.

The

that the United States was offering jobs to
Iragis engaged in weapons programs, an-
other administration official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

fficial offered an authori-
tative account of the status of the hunt on
the condition of anonymity. The agency did
confirm that Duelfer is wrapping up his
work and will not be replaced in Baghdad.

Insurgent
attacks up
in Mosul

U.S. detains suspects
in slaying of governor

BY JASON KEYSER
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents launched a string
of attacks in the northern city of Mosul as part
of their escalating campaign of violence be-
fore the Jan. 30 elections, killing two Iraqi Na-
tional Guardsmen and wounding two others in
a car bombing Wednesday, a day after anoth-
er ambush killed three Iragis, the U.S. mili-
tary said.

A US. servicemember assigned to the 1st
Marine Expeditionary Force was killed in ac-
tion in the volatile western Anbar province,
the military said Wednesday. The unit is based
at Camp Fallujah, west of Baghdad. The mili-
tary had no further details about the circum-
stances of the American’s soldier’s death.

In Baghdad, U.S. forces detained six sus-
pects in the slaying of the provincial governor
of the area around the Iragi capital, the mili-
tary said Wednesday. Troops detained the sus-
pects in an early-morning raid on a house in
Baghdad’s northern Hurriyah neighborhood
Tuesday.

Gunmen opened fire on Ali al-Haidari’s
three-vehicle convoy Jan. 4 in the neighbor-
hood, killing the governor and six body-
guards.

U.S. Army armored vehicles and troops patrol in Mosul on Wednesday. Insurgents ambushed
a convoy of American and Iraqi forces Tuesday, detonating a roadside bomb and firing from a
mosque in an attack that killed three Iraqi National Guardsmen, the U.S. military said Wednesday.

Two of those detained were directly in-
volved in the slaying, said Brig. Gen. Jeffery
Hammond, assistant commander of the 1st
Cavalry Division, which controls Baghdad.

Iraq’s insurgents repeatedly have targeted
government officials around the country, say-
ing they are allies of the U.S.-led coalition.

On Tuesday, insurgents in Mosul hit a con-
voy of American and Iragi forces by detonat-
ing a roadside bomb and firing from a
mosque, killing three National Guardsmen.

The troops were bringing heaters and other
supplies to a school when they were attacked,
a military statement said. The convoy was hit
first with a roadside bomb and then sprayed
with gunfire from a nearby mosque. No Ameri-
cans were reported hurt.

In a separate clash, msurgenls fired on a
U.S. patrol in southern Mosul, sparking a battle
that killed one attacker and m_]ured another.

In the city of Bagoubah, northeast of Bagh-
dad, gunmen fatally shot Jawad Ibrahim, an
assistant to the mayor, as he was fixing his car
in an industrial neighborhood, police said.

Also Wednesday, a U.S. military official in-
volved with reconstruction pmjecls briefed re-
porters on the progress in repairing and build-
ing new water and sewage treatment plants,
power stations and upgrading oil infrastruc-
ture.

Brig. Gen. Thomas P. Bostick, commander
of the Gulf Region Division of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, said $4 billion has been
spent so far on 1,550 projects that also include
work on schools, clinics and railway stations.

Bostick also linked reconstruction with im-
proving security, saying putting Iragis to
work on rebuilding the country would help
dampen the withering insurgency.

NATO organizing arms shipment for Iraq military

BY PAUL AMES
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — NATO
is organizing the shipment to Iraq
of thousands of AK-47 assault ri-
fles, dozens of Soviet-designed
tanks and other weapons as part
of the alliance’s program to help
train and equip the Iraqi military,
officials said Wednesday.

Romania has offered 6,000
AK-47s, along with 500 machine
guns, 300 sniper rifles and 100
rocket-propelled grenade launch-

ers; Estonia, 2,400 AK-47s, and
Denmark, 104 pistols, alliance of-
ficials said.

NATO is also arranging trans-
port of 77 T-72 tanks from Hunga-
1y to Iraq, said the officials, speak-
ing on the alliance’s customary
condition of anonymity.

All arms and military hard-
ware are being given as a dona-
tion.

The alliance agreed last year to
help coordinate the supply of
weapons to Iraq’s fledgling
armed forces.

Several former Warsaw Pact
nations that joined NATO last
year—such as Romania and Esto-
nia — have surpluses of Sovi-
et-era equipment which military
experts say is ideal for Iragi mili-
tary members, many of whom are
familiar with such weapons from
the days of Saddam Hussein.

Officials said about 100 NATO
personnel currently were in Iraq
preparing an expansion of the alli-
ance’s training mission there,
which was launched on a small
scale in August.

Alliance foreign ministers last
month approved plans to expand
the mission to about 300 early this
year, but officials said many of
those due to deploy still were un-
dergoing preparation for the mis-
sion.

In Afghanistan, NATO is ex-
pected to announce next month
that itis ready to expand its peace-
keeping mission into the west of
the country. The operation with
about 8,000 troops currently is
limited to Kabul, the capital, and
anorthern sector.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq
The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,356
‘members of the U.S. mlhtary
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,068
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department
said.

The figures include three
military civilians.

The AP count is one higher
than the Defense Depart-
‘ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. Tuesday.

The British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
1y, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,218 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 959 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

Since the start of U.S. mili-
tary operations in Iraq, 10,372
US. servicemembers have
been wounded in hostile ac-
tion, according to a Defense

Department tally released
Tuesday.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

WA US. soldier was killed
in Iraq’s Anbar province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Defense Depart-
ment:

W Army Staff Sgt. William F.
Manuel, 34, Kinder, La., and
Army Sgt. Robert W. Sweeney
III, 22, Pineville, La; killed
Monday when an explosive hit
their vehicle in Baghdad, Iraq;
assigned to the Army National
Guard’s 3rd Battalion, 156th
Infantry Regiment, 256th In-
fantry Brigade, Lake Charles,
La.
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War stories straight from the soldier’s mouth

Filmmaker to share experiences of battle
by collecting troops’ first-hand accounts

BY LEO SHANE IIT
Stars and Stripes

‘WASHINGTON — Aaron Mighty wants
to make a film about war, but he doesn’t
think actors and special effects will tell the
stos

“We want to look at soldiers’ whole lives:
going into war, facing war and coming
home,” the director said Monday. “So we
started last November, on Veterans Day,
collecting stories from people in the mili-
tary and their families. And the stories so
far are phenomenal.”

Mighty, an independent filmmaker from
Florida, said the goal of his documentary
“An American Soldier” is to help audienc-
es appreciate the military experience by re-
cording an intimate view of the heroism
and tragedy inherent in war.

Mighty and three associates are also re-
sponsible for DearAmericanSoldiers.com,
founded last year to collect holiday e-mails
and online notes of encouragement for
troops serving abroad.

Mighty said that campaign — which de-
veloped while he and friends researched
for the movie — has given him ideas and
encouragement, convincing him the movie
will touch many viewers’ lives.

The group has collected about 250 sto-
ries, ranging from a Wisconsin paratroop-
er who served as an advance scout for
D-Day to a Gulf War veteran concealing
his postbattle health problems from
friends and co-workers.

“We have one story of a guy serving in
the Korean War whose unit adopted a
young boy after his parents were killed in a
battle,” he said. “Eventually, when the unit
moved they had to leave the child behind,
and the boy ran after the trucks as they
left, crying.” &

His goal is to collect more than 1,000 sto-

ries, select the most compelling, and begin e TN

filming this spring.

Mighty, 26, is a graduate student at Uni-
versity of Central Florida with no formal
film training. His only previous full-length

e~

fllm, “One Happy Movie,” has been shown
in limited release and features interviews
with different people di what

Courtesy to Stars and Stripes

Independem filmmaker Aaron Mighty is making “An American Soldier” to help audiences

brings joy to their lives. the military

Mighty said he is meeting next month

by having troops, veterans and families tell their stories.

with possible financial backers for the
project, which he expects will cost be-
tween $50,000 and $100,000. But he thinks
the emotional stories and the firsthand
look at war will draw support, especially in
light of the war on terror.

“It may be hard to avoid the politics of
war today,” he said. “But that’s not our goal.
“My cousin Charles is stationed over in
Irag. Growing up, we were close. When he
was sent over last summer, it made it real-
ly personal for me. People should cele-

brate our American men and women serv-
ing every day of the year.”

Troops and retired military personnel
can submit their stories for consideration
at: www.anamericansoldiermovie.com.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Kuwait safety alert doesn’t faze Americans

KUWAIT CITY — A U.S. Embassy alert that at least one terrorist
was driving around in a black car with the intent to attack Westerners
— and a shoot-out the same day that left that suspect and two police-
men dead — barely fazed Americans living in this small oil-rich state.

Many of the some 13,000 American civilians living in this major
Washington ally have seen such incidents before and some say it is
still safer to live in Kuwait than in big American cities.

“Authorities pretty well have it under control,” said Peter Menting,
60, a lawyer from New York City who has been in Kuwait for 11 years.

On Monday morning, the embassy warned in an urgent message on
its Web site that one or more people moving about Kuwait in a
black-colored sedan intended to randomly attack Westerners.

The man, identified as Fawwaz Tlaiq al-Otaibi, was later arrested.
He was injured in the shootout and died. Two policemen also died.
From wire reports
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Steve Fricker applies a protective windshield

A

coating for a Army Black Hawk helicopter at Pro-

Tints Inc. in Kannapolis, N.C.
this month, the company will ship the coating,
which is to be installed on Black Hawks being
flown on combat missions in war zones.

n Friday. Starting

Black Hawks to get
NASCAR-quality
windshield coating

BY PAUL NOWELL
The Associated Press

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. — A protective windshield coat-
ing that improves visibility for NASCAR drivers is get-
ting a new application on the windshields of Army Black
Hawk helicopters flying combat missions over Iraq.

The clear plastic film — used to keep flying debris
from ruining the view for race drivers — was pioneered
by tiny Pro-Tint Inc., a company with just 14 employees
that came up with tear-away windshield film in the late
1990s. The multilayer product is now used by virtually
all Nextel Cup teams.

Instead of replacing a scratched and pitted wind-
shield, race teams merely peel off a layer of the protec-
tive film to reveal a new, clear layer of film underneath.

Recently, Pro-Tint teamed up with United Protective
‘Technologies, another small firm, to produce a thicker
and more complex Mylar protective film for military he-
licopters.

Starting this month, the companies will start shipping
the coating, which is to be installed on hundreds of Black
Hawks flying in war zones like Iraq and Afghanistan.

In normal use, Black Hawk windshields last about
two years. But the harsh conditions of the Middle East
— where helicopters are pelted with gritty sand and
other debris — have reduced the average durability to
under a year, the military has told Pro-Tint.

“This will double the life of a Black Hawk’s wind-
shield,” Fricker said of the technology, which resulted
from a three-year development effort with United Pro-
tective Technologies.

NCO guilty of adultery

The acting first sergeant of a
Vilseck, Germany-based unit
serving in Iraq pleaded guilty Fri-
day to charges of adultery and vio-
lating a lawful general order, ac-
cording to a case summary pre-
pared by the Task Force Danger

staff judge advocate’s office.

Sgt. 1st Class Anthony Dur-
rant, 38, of Company A, 201st For-
ward Support Battalion, acknowl-
edged having sex with a private
first class under his command in
his barracks at Forward Operat-
ing Base Warhorse in Bagouba,
the summary said. Judge (Col.)

Denise Lind, ordered him to
serve five months in jail and re-
duced in rank to E-4.
to the summary, the

soldier testified she felt Durran[

is married and a 19-year
Army veteran — “took advan-
tage” of her and had come on to
her several times.
From staff reports
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Above: Capt. Todd Schmidt, of Battery A, 1st Battalion, 62nd Air Defense Artillery Regiment, started
Operation Dreamseed Inc., as a way to help Afghan schoolchildren. But the idea has quickly turned into a
lization with

full-fledged

PPHOTOS BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY/Stars and Stripes

from across the United States.

Right: Two Afghan girls walk away with new backpacks given to them by American soldiers in Kandahar,
Afghanistan, through Operation Dreamseed. The bags were given out after an “I Choose Freedom” speech
contest in December. All 2,500 children participating in the contest received a new backpack.
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Planting the seeds of freedom

Army captain’s idea blossoming into vast charity for Afghan children

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — A minis-
ter’s sermon, a dinner chat with mom and
a series of thank-you notes have helped
launch a humanitarian effort that stretches
from the mud hovels of Afghanistan to the
high-rises of America.

It is the effort of a U.S. Army captain
who took a seed of an idea to assist Afghan
schoolchildren and nurtured it into a
full-fledged nongovernmental organiza-
tion.

In characteristic fashion, Capt. Todd
Schmidt modestly attributes the growth of
Operation Dreamseed Inc. to “the heart-
land heroes” back home. They range from
alarge New York City law firm and a Chi-
cago philanthropist, to a Houston middle
school and a Beverly Hills investment-con-
sulting firm.

Another backer is Abdul Aziz, who emi-
grated from Afghanistan to the United
States in 1980, starting his new life as a
dishwasher.

“I couldn’t believe it,” Aziz said of
Schmidt’s efforts. Aziz, who is now a civil
engineer, spoke by telephone from his
home in Corona, Calif. “He’s a wonderful
person. I hope he succeeds, and I'l help
him as much as I can.”

That help doesn’t involve just the folks
back home.

Dozens of soldiers assisted Schmidt with
Dreamseed’s first large-scale effort last
month. The “I Choose Freedom” speech
contest in early December drew 2,500 Af-
ghan students and thousands of parents.
By day’s end, each child received a back-
pack stuffed with school supplies from do-
nors in the United States.

“We had a soccer field filled with kids,”
Schmidt said of the event. “That was some-
thing.

The idea for Dreamseed began in Febru-
ary, when Schmidt returned to his boyhood
home in Greenwood, Ind.

Schmidt and his wife, Joy, were visiting
family before his deployment to Afghani-

stan. One night, while seated at his parents’
dinner table, his mother, Wendy, asked
him to look for ways she and her pupils at
Maple Grove Elementary School could
make a difference for Afghan children.

When he and other members of the 25th
Infantry Division in Hawaii headed to Af-
ghanistan in the spring, Schmidt began to
survey the conditions of local schools in the
Kandahar area.

“You can walk into just about any class-
room and see that they don’t have chalk-
boards,” Schmidt said.
“They don’t have desks
or chairs. Most class-
rooms have dirt floors,
and there are no window
panes and no doors.”

At about the same
time, Schmidt and the
other soldiers of his unit,
Battery A, 1st Battalion,
62nd Air Defense Artil-
lery Regiment, began re-
ceivmg care packages

ople  jnvest

&k I you have a
generation of kids
that realize the
importance of
education, to me,
that’s an
ent in the

captain said, referring to the amenities on
base.

Schmidt began thinking of the Afghan
children, and their dire situation. His
thoughts and observations were passed
along in letters. That was all it took to set in
motion Dreamseed, a term he borrowed
from a minister back home.

One of the care packages his unit re-
ceived was from Connie Fratainni, a part-
ner in the New York City law firm of Shear-
man & Sterling, which boasts more than
1,000 lawyers world-
wide. Letters evolved
into e-mails and then to
phone calls. Eventually,

alamm and anolher

alynn
Cohen offered lo pro-
vide pro bono work to in-
corporate  Dreamseed
and to help it apply for
tax-exempt status as a
nonprofit organization.
Dreamseed was for-
mally _incorporated on

fror pe

in Lhe United States. The
goodie boxes consisted
of the normal fare, such
as candy and hygiene
items. Schmidt had one
request of his_soldiers:
When you receive a care

future. We
Americans need to
foster those seeds

Nov. 12. By that time, do-
nors large and small had
stepped forward. The
University of Nebraska,
aleading authority on Af
ghanistan, and Denver
University also are inter-

package, reply with a of hope. 9y ested in furthering

short thank-you note. i Dreamseed’s mission.
“He means the best in Capt. Todd Schmidt That mission, Schmidt

everything he does,” Founder, Sald involves three phas-

said~ Spc. Christopher
Cipponeri, a 21-year-old
assigned to the battery.
t simple gesture made a huge impres-

sio

When we sent those thank-you notes,”
Schmidt sald “everythmg kind of blos-
somed out of it.”

The notes generated return letters,
many asking the troops what else they
might need.

“We have everything you need, really,
when you think about it,” the 32-year-old

Operation Dreamseed Inc.

“he first is to provide
schoolchildren in southern Afghanistan
with basic school supplies.

Next is the renovation of schools, which
is not as simple as it may seem. In a land
where only 5 million of the nation’s 28 mil-
lion people can read, Schmidt noted that
some teachers have their work cut out for
them. In some cases, they use rocks to
scrawl lesson plans on the walls of their
mud-brick classrooms.

“These kids have nothing,” said Cippon-

eri, a soldier who has played a major role
in helping Schmidt. “All these children
have smiles on their faces and wear rags
for clothes. When you help them, it opens a
new part of you in your heart.”

Ultimately, Schmidt would like to estab-
lish an exchange program between Afghan
teachers and institutions in the United
States. He said talks with the University of
Nebraska and Denver University are in
their infancy, but already the latter is inter-
ested in sending doctoral candidates to Af-
ghanistan.

“We want to get the new generation to
lean toward the Western ideology,” said
Aziz, who is expected to become a member
of Dream%eed 's board of directors.

‘The U.S. military isn't just there to give
[Afghans] freedom from terror,”
added, America wants “to educate the
young people of Afghanistan. It's very im-
portant. It’s very important.”

at’s important to Joy Schmidt is her
husband’s safe return. On the organiza-
tion’s Web site, she wrote a congratulatory
note, but implored him “to stay focused”
on his primary responsibility — being a sol-
dier. Schmidt smiled as he recounted those
words.

One concern that seems to have dissipat-
ed is who will carry on his work in Afghani-
stan.

Aziz plans to return to assist the Afghan
government, and cash donations to Dream-
seed should allow Schmidt to hire two
full-time employees. In addition, an officer
with the 173rd Airborne Brigade from Vice-
nza, Italy, the unit that will replace the
25th ID in the spring, has pledged to keep
the initiative going.

The good will of so many people back
home “is humbling,” Schmidt said. “There
are so many great people across America.”

“If you have a generation of kids that re-
alize the importance of education, to me,
thats an investment in the future,”
Schmidt added. “We Amencans need to
foster those seeds of hope.”

E-mail Kevin Dougherty at:
doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Bush: Women won’t join combat

President stands by DOD policy limiting female servicemembers

Stars and Stripes

President Bush made clear his position
on women in ground combat Tuesday: No
women in combat.

Despite extended tours of duties in Iraq
for soldiers and an Army examination of
women’s roles, the president told editors
and reporters of The Washington Times
in an Oval Office interview that he has no
intention of sending women into ground
combat, a mission for which they are
banned under Pentagon policy.

“There’s no change of policy as far as
I'm concerned,” Bush told the Times. “No

women in combat. Having said that, let
me explain, we've got to make sure we de-
fine combat properly: We've got women
flying choppers and women flying fight-
ers, which I'm perfectly content with.”
The question came up in light of the Ar-
my’s transforming its 10 active-combat di-
visions and re-examining women'’s roles.
Instead of the normal three brigades per
division, each division will have four or
more “units of action.” They are being de-
signed to train and deploy as one modular
uml with combat and support units as

* Fherein lies the potential problem, the

Times wrote. Pentagon policy not only
bans women from direct combat bri-
gades, such as infantry or armor, it also
says they cannot join support units that
collocate with those units.

Congre s requires that any change in
women-in-combat rules first be present-
ed to lawmakers.

In 1994, after reports of women excel-
ling during Operation Desert Storm, the
Clinton administration lifted bans on
women in combat aircraft and ships. But
it retained the prohibition against
‘women in ground combat units and collo-
cation, the Times reported.

Frist: Afghanistan is example

KABUL, Afghanistan — U.S. Senate Ma-
Jjority Leader Bill Frist said Wednesday he
hoped Iraq’s election would mirror the re-
cent vote in Afghanistan in helping to
“squelch” militants and smooth the road to
democracy.

After talks with Afghan President Hamid
Karzai, Frist, R-Tenn., said “nobody can an-
ticipate” what will happen when Iragis vote
in elections set for Jan. 30. But Afghani-
stan’s relatively peaceful vote last Septem-
ber set an encouraging example.

“Our hope is that we will see something
very similar ... [which will] squelch, or over-
come and overpower insurgencies, challeng-
es to democracy, in a way that will far sur-
pass people’s anticipations,” Frist told re-
porters in Karzai’s Kabul palace.

Taliban militants failed to deliver on
threats of major violence against the Afghan
presidential election, and attacks appear to
have waned since.

From The Associated Press
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IN THE STATES

More word
of lasers
hitting
airplanes

BY LESLIE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — At least a
dozen cases of lasers being
beamed into aircraft cockpits
since Christmas are being investi-
gated by the FBI. The lasers can
temporarily blind pilots.

A cluster of incidents received
wide attention between Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day, and the
FBI says at least four more have
occurred in the past week.

Authorities have continued to
rule out terrorism.

Transportation Secretary Nor-
man Mineta was briefing report-
ers Wednesday about the issue at
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion’s aeronautical research cen-
ter in Oklahoma City.

Mineta was expected to an-
nounce new measures for alert-
ing pilots and preparing them to
react when lasers are shined at
their aircraft. He was also expect-
ed to outline ways to notify law en-

Death toll at 10 in Calif. mudslide

Bodies of mother and three children latest found searches continue

BY GREG RISLING

The Associated Press

LA CONCHITA, Calif. — Res-
cuers searching with shovels,
their bare hands and tiny video
cameras dropped into holes
found the bodies of a woman and
three of her children before dawn
Wednesday, bringing the death
toll from a mudslide in this sea-
side hamlet to 10, officials said.

Ventura County Fire Capt.
Danny Rodriguez said the bodies
were found as crews worked
around the clock for a second
straight night, swarming over the
debris pile under a clear sky and
powerful lights.

The four dead were the wife
and three daughters of La Conchi-
ta resident Jimmie Wallet, Ventu-
ra County sheriff's chaplain Ron
Matthews told The Associated
Press.

The storms also were blamed
for flooding that destroyed hous-
es in Arizona and Utah.

Twelve people were still listed
as missing after Monday’s

0-foot-deep mudslide, which

more
quickly.

Last week, a pilot told law en-
forcement officials that a green
light appeared on the nose of his
aircraft as it was taking off from
the Burbank, Calif., airport.

“To our knowledge there was
no danger to the aircraft,” said
Cathy Viray, spokeswoman for
the FBI in Los Angeles.

Last weekend, two pilots near
Washington Dulles International
Airport reported lasers beamed
at them, according to FBI spokes-
woman Debra Weierman.

The first incident occurred Sat-
urday and involved a helicopter
from the Fairfax County (Va.) Po-
lice Department; the other hap-
pened Sundav to a US Airways

'xpress flight.

Weierman said the bureau was
investigating. There have been
no arrests and neither pilot was
affected by the laser light, she
said.

was triggered by five days of near-
ly nonstop rain. But officials said
that number was expected to be
reduced to eight to reflect the dis-
covery of the mother and chil-
dren. With the 10 known dead at
La Conchita, the storm’s toll in
California since Friday rose to 25.

Wallet had been among the
most visible of the town’s resi-
dents since the slide as he franti-
cally searched alongside firefight-
ers for his 37-year-old wife,
Mechelle, and daughters Han-
nah, 10, Raven, 6, and Paloma, 2.

After the bodies were found,
friends took him out of town with
his 16-year-old daughter. Wallet
was out getting ice cream when
the slide hit, while his teen daugh-
ter was in Ventura.

“Pm very pleased with the
hard work and all the effort in
finding my family,” Wallet said in
a statement relayed by Matthews.

Missle defense ‘glitch’
won’t stop future tests

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The failure
of an interceptor missile to
launch during a December test of
the Pentagon’s soon-to-be-activat-
ed missile defense system was
caused by a “minor glitch” in its
computer software, and the set-
back will not delay future testing,
a senior official said Wednesday.

It was the first time the booster
rocket was to be tested with a
new and improved “kill vehicle,”
the device atop the rocket that
uses computer codes and sensors
to guide itself into the path of an
incoming enemy missile. The de-
vice “kills” the target by colliding
with it.

Air Force Lt. Gen. Henry A.

Obering, director of the Missile
Defense Agency, said the Dec. 15
test will be redone in mid-Febru-
ary, and additional tests in April,
July and September will proceed
as planned.

In the meantime, the eight mis-
sile interceptors that are now in
underground silos in Alaska and
California are capable of being ac-
tivated for use against an actual
missile attack against the United
States, Obering told reporters.

He said he did not know when
the system, which links the inter-
ceptor missiles with a network of
tracking radars and a command
post, would be formally declared
ready for use. The Bush adminis-
tration had made it a goal to acti-
vate the system by the end of
2004.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
planned to visit the area Wednes-
day.

The days of torrential rain also
triggered fatal traffic accidents
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all across the state, knocked out
power to hundreds of thousands,
imperiled hillside homes and
caused flash floods.

In La Conchita, firefighters re-

Emergency workers
search through home
debris Tuesday for
possible survivors
trapped inside col-
lapsed houses after a
mudslide in the tiny
coastal town of La
Conchita, Calif. A
hillside toppled
Monday, damaging
more than a dozen
homes and burying
others

under 25 feet of mud
and rock, leaving at
least six people
dead.

mained hopeful they might still
find at least some people alive.
By early Wednesday, no new
sounds had been heard under the
rubble for more than 24 hours.
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What does a jet on four
wheels feel like?
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BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

FALLS CHURCH, Va. — Pres-
ident Bush on Wednesday began
his push to require high school
students to take the math and
reading tests now required of
younger students under the No
Child Left Behind law, the most
ambitious item on the presi-
dent’s slate of second-term edu-
cation proposals.

“Testing is important,” Bush
said at J.E.B Stuart High School
in this Washington suburb. “Test-
ing at high school levels will help
us become more competitive as
the years go by. Testing in high
schools will make sure that our
children are employable for the
jobs of the 21st century. ... Test-
ing will make sure the diploma is
not merely a sign of endurance,
but the mark of a young person
ready to succeed.”

In education, Bush’s focus is
on high schools and on expand-
ing the No Child Left Behind Act
that is designed to raise achieve-
ment among poor and minority
children and penalize schools
that don’t make adequate yearly
progress.

“We're not interested in medi-
ocrity,” Bush said at the school,

Bush proposal would expand
testing in high school grades

which was the lowest-perform-
ing among those in relatively
prosperous Fairfax County, Va.,
in 1997, but met its academic
goals under No Child Left Be-
hind Act in the 2003-04 school
year. “We're interested in excel-
Jence so not one single child is
left behind in our country,” he
said.

Bush wants to require states to
test students annually in reading
and math in grades three
through 11. That's an expansion
of the law he signed in 2002,
which requires those tests in
grades three through eight, and
at least once during grades 10 to
12

The president also wants to re-
quire that the 12th grade Nation-
al Assessment of Educational
Progress be administered in
every state in reading and math
every two years.

Rep. George Miller of Califor-
nia, ranking Democrat on the
House Education Committee,
has said the idea of adding test-
ing “is going to have rough sled-
ding, not just on Capitol Hill but
1 think in communities all across
the country.” Miller says schools
are struggling to keep up with
the financial burden of their ex-
isting federal requirements, let
alone new ones.

President Bush and Margaret
Spellings, Bush’s nominee to
replace Rod Paige as secretary
of Education, walk to the Oval
Office at the White House on
Wednesday.

Guard comes to rescue of frozen town

BY MARY PEMBERTON

saidv, plus about 600 pounds of portable generating

The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — An Alaska National
Guard helicopter reached a frozen Arctic village
with technicians who hoped to repair its electrical
generator, which failed Sunday during a blizzard
that sent the temperature to 20 below zero.

About 100 of Kaktovik’s 300 residents were in the
village’s equipment maintenance building because
it still had power. Others were heavily dressed and
hunkered down in other buildings with stoves or
small generators.

Alaska National Guard spokeswoman Kalei
Brooks said the helicopter and a cargo plane ap-
proached the village Tuesday afternoon. Snow drifts
on a runway kept the airplane from landing, but the
helicopter touched down in Kaktovik itself 2 to 3
miles away.

‘The time on the ground was brief — just five to 10
‘minutes, Brooks said.

“It was on the ground long enough to offload the
technicians they need to restore the power,” she

www.PentagonCarSales.com

equipment.

Conditions in Kaktovik were a little colder Tues-
day with a reading of 25 degrees below zero and
‘winds gusting up to 65 mph, according to the Nation-
al Weather Service.

Earlier air attempts to reach Kaktovik were frus-
trated by “a complete, total whiteout,” said Mike
Haller, a spokesman for the state Department of Mil-
itary and Veterans Affairs.

People who couldn’t leave their homes were using
propane stoves, kerosene heaters and wood stoves
to try to stay warm, or bundling up in arctic gear. No
injuries have been reported, said Dennis O. Packer,
also in the mayor’s office.

Plans were under way to get another 4,000 pounds
of generators, oil and other equipment to the north-
east Alaska village, which is on Barter Island along
the Beaufort Sea coast. It's the only village in the
19.6-million-acre Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Officials said if aircraft couldn’t make the next de-
livery, the equipment would be loaded onto SnoCats
for a 100-mile overland trip from Deadhorse in the
Prudhoe Bay oil fields.
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Calories, exercise part
of new diet guidelines

BY LIBBY QUAID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The govern-
ment on Wedne%day urged most
ricans to eat fewer calories
and exerclse 30 to 90 minutes a
day, updating guidelines that ad-
vised people to lose weight but
gave few specifics on how to do it.
The new dietary guidelines will
be used to update the familiar food
pyramid, which most people recog-
nize but few heed. The revision
will be the pyramid’s first since it
was created 12 years ago.

Federal officials acknowledged
that much of the advice will not be
new to Americans, who spent mil-
lions on diet books trying to lose

weight.

“It’s really common sense. Do
you want to look better? Do you
want to feel better?” Health and
Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson said. “You
lower your calorie intake, you
lower your carbs, your fats. You
eat more fruits and vegetables, and
you exercise. That's as simple as it
can be. That is not too hard.”

The guidelines, developed by
HHS and the Agriculture Depart-
ment, strengthen the government’s
advice on whole grains, telling peo-
ple to choose whole grains such as

whole wheat bread instead of re-
fined ones like white bread or ba-

People should also eat a lot more
vegetables and fruit, particularly
whole fruits and vegetables rather
than juices, the guidelines said.

they recommend three
one-ounce servings of whole
grains each day, such as certain un-
sweetened breakfast cereals, to re-
duce the risk of heart disease and
help maintain weight.

The guidelines were based on
recommendations of a 13-member
panel of scientists and doctors. The
committee said people lead seden-
tary lifestyles and choose their
food poorly, leading many to ex-
ceed the calories they need even as
they fail to get enough nutritio

Controlling calories — not
ing carbohydrates, as some popu-
lar diets recommend —
controlling weight, the panel said.

Also key is daily exercise. The
panel recommended a minimum
of at least 30 minutes of moderate
exercise — brisk walking or gar-
dening — on most days.

But it said many adults need to
exercise for 60 minutes or more to
prevent weight gain, and people
who have lost weight may need to
exercise for 60 to 90 minutes to
Keep it off.

is key to

Bond set in ci

I rights case

PHILADELPHIA, Miss. — Edgar Ray Killen, the reputed Klansman
charged with the 1964 murders of three civil rights workers in rural Mis-
sissippi, was ordered held Wednesday on $250,000 bond as he awaits a

March 28 trial.

Circuit Judge Marcus Gordon also ordered that if Killen is able to post
the bond, he must report to the sheriff each week on his whereabouts.
Killen said after his arraignment last week that he was unable to af-

ford an attorney.

From The Associated Press
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New Apple products going

smaller,

BY MAY WONG
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Seeking
to make inroads against
lower-cost competitors, Apple
Computer Inc. introduced a
cut-rate computer the size of a pa-
perback and a tiny iPod that
starts at $99 but holds far fewer
songs than the company’s hard
drive-based music players.

The new products were intro-
duced Tuesday by Apple CEO
Steve Jobs at Macworld Expo.

The Mac mini computers go on
sale Jan. 22 and represent Ap-
ple’s first foray into the budget
desktop PC arena, which has
been largely confined to personal
computers that rely on Microsoft
Corp.’s Windows operating sys-
tem.

Smaller than even some standa-
lone external computer drives,
they lack a monitor, mouse and
keyboard. The 40-gigabyte Mac
mini will cost $499, an 80-gi-
gabyte model $599.

They’ll ship with Apple’s latest
operating system, Mac OS X Pan-
ther, as well as the newest ver-
sion of its iLife suite of digital
media software programs, also un-
veiled Tuesday.

more affordable

“People who are thinking of
switching will have no more ex-
cuses,” Jobs said. “It’s the newest
and most affordable Mac ever.”

Apple has just a 3 percent
share of the U.S. computer mar-
ket, and company executives say
they’re aiming with the Mac mini
to woo PC users who may have
felt Apple products were too
high-priced.

The iPod shuffle, on the other
hand, seeks to build on Apple’s

heady success in the portable
music business while appealing
to people seeking flash memo-
ry-based players, which are more
durable and lightweight than
those using hard drives for stor-
age — and thus better suited as
exercise partners.

The shuffle is smaller than
most packs of chewing gum,
weighs less than an ounce and is a
third of an inch thick.

Unlike its larger cousin, the
iPod mini, the shuffle lacks a dis-
play. There’s a scroll wheel for
the controls so stored songs can ei-
ther be played sequentially or au-
tomauually shuffled in random
order.

Apple is selling two versions of
the iPod shuffle.

APPLE COMPUTERS/AP

Apple is releasing a new, smaller
$99 version of
as well as a mini computer selling
for as low as $499.

The smallest-capacity model
will have 512 megabytes of stor-
age, which holds up to 120 songs,
and costs $99. A one-gigabyte ver-
sion, which holds up to 240 songs,
will sell for $149.

Until Tuesday, the lowest cost
iPod was the mini, which costs
$249 for four gigabytes — enough
to store about 1,000 songs.

Illinois House passes gay rights bill

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois — The Illinois House on Tuesday passed a
bill that bans discrimination against gays and sent it to Gov. Rod
Blagojevich, who has said he supports the measure.
If the Democratic governor signs it, Illinois will j ]om 13 other states
that bar discrimination based on sextal orientation.
“This legislation sends a clear message that we wnll nol allow our
citizens to be agai ainst,”
The measure would add “sexual orientation” to Lhe s'ale law that
protects people from bias based on race, religion and similar traits. It
applies to discrimination in such areas as jobs and housing.
Opponents argued it would lead to approval of gay marriage and
allow cross-dressers to use rest rooms of the opposite sex.

Clinton defends women’s rights

NEW YORK — U.S. Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton urged hun-
dreds of supporters of women’s rights not to give up despite difficul-
ties created by President Bush’s policies.

The New York Democrat, who was a keynote speaker at the 1995
U.N. women’s conference in Beijing, told the annual awards dinner
of the International Women’s Health Coalition Tuesday night that
“the current administration is making it more difficult for women
to receive the full range of health services.”

The platform adopted at the 1994 U.N. population conference in
Cairo says women have the “right to make decisions concerning re-
production, free of discrimination, coercion and violence.” The
Beijing platform says women have the right to decide “on matters
related to their sexuality, including sexual and reproductive
health.”

New England has flu shot surplus

BOSTON — The New England states, which just three months

ago struggled to get enough flu vaccine for their residents, now
hvera glut of the medicine, raising the possibility that surplus shots
will be thrown away at the end of the flu season.

The Boston Globe has determined that more than 300,000 doses
of flu vaccine still may be available in all six states in the region.

In Vermont, officials are pushing to get rid of 5,000 remaining
doses of flu vaccine.

States around the country imposed vaccine restrictions in Octo-
ber after British regulators unexpectedly shut down a major
vaccine supplier due to concerns about bacterial contamination. Ini-
tially, healthy children and adults under 75 were barred from get-
ting shots.

From The Associated Press
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Mammals turn tables on dinosaurs

A 130-mill

Id mammal named

found in fossil beds in Yixian, China, was the size of a dog large
enough to feast on young dinosaurs. A related species also was
found with the remains of a dinosaur in its stomach.

The extinct
giganticus would
have resembled
the Tasmanian
devil that lives in
Australia.

10inches

Source: Nature

AP

Preserved remains
show mammals fed
on small dinosaurs

BY JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA
The Associated Press

DENVER — Villagers digging
in China’s rich fossil beds have un-
covered the preserved remains of
a tiny dinosaur in the belly of a
mammal, a startling discovery for
scientists who have long believed
early mammals couldn’t possibly
attack and eat a dinosaur.

Scientists say the animal’s last
meal probably is the first proof
that mammals hunted small dino-
saurs some 130 million years ago.
It contradicts conventional evolu-
tionary theory that early mam-
mals were timid, chipmunk-sized
creatures that scurried in the
looming shadow of the giant rep-
tiles.

In this case, the mammal was
about the size of a large cat, and
the viclim was a S-inch “parrot di-
nosaur.”

A second mammal fossil found
at the same site claims the distinc-
tion of being the largest early
mammal ever found. It's about
the size of a modern dog, a breath-
taking 20 times larger than most
mammals living in the early Cre-
taceous Period.

Considering the specimens in
tandem, scientists suggest the pe-
riod in which these animals lived
may have been much different
than is commonly understood as
the Age of Dinosaurs — a time
dominated by  long-necked,
85-ton plant-eaters and the emer-
gence of terrifying hunters with
bladelike teeth and sickle claws.

It appears that at least some
smaller dinosaurs had to look
over their shoulders for snarling,
meat-eating mammals claiming
the same turf.

“This new evidence gives us a
drastically new picture,” said pa-
leontologist Meng Jin of the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History
in New York City, a co-author of
the study in Thursday’s issue of
the journal Nature.

The fossils were found more
than two years ago in Liaoning

province. The specimens were
taken to a Beijing lab, where they
were cleaned and analyzed by
Chinese and American scientists.

The dinosaur-eater belongs to a

Journey
to Juneau
challenges
legislators

BY MATT VOLZ
The Associated Press

JUNEAU, Alaska — Old-timers
grumble that modern convenienc-
es are robbing Alaska of its status
as the last frontier.

But try telling that to the state’s

wmakers as they make their an-
nual journey to the most inaccessi-
ble cdpllal in North Americ:

Juneau is in the middle of the
Tongass National Forest. There
are no roads in or out; the only
way to get here is by sea or air.

Some lawmakers have to travel
more miles to reach Ju-
neau — Carl Moses, who is from a
district in the Aleutian Islands,
flies the same distance as a New
Yorker vacationing in Miami just
to get to work.

On the other hand, the reward
is four months in this picturesque
port town of 30,000 in Alaska’s
southeastern panhandle, where
the mountains drop straight into
the Inside Passage and hump-
back whales, orcas, sea lions and
bears are just a boat ride away or
around the next corner.

For the hundreds of part-time
politicians and staffers who leave
lhelr homes, families and jobs to
take part in the annual migration,
getting to Juneau can be an exer”
cise in or frustration.

species called
bustus, known previously fmm
skull fragments.

This squat, toothy specimen is
more complete; lying on its side,
it measures a little less than 2 feet
long and probably weighed about
15 pounds.

On R. robustus’ left side and
under the ribs in the location of
its stomach are the fragmented re-
mains of a very young Psittaco-
saurus.

This common, fast- movmg
plant-eater is known as the “par-
rot dinosaur” because it had a
small head with a curved, horny
beak.

Its arms were much shorter
than its legs. Adults grew to be 6
feet long, but the one that was de-
voured was just S inches.

The remains still are recogniz-
able, indicating that R. robustus
ripped its prey like a crocodile,
but probably had not developed
the ability to chew food like more
advanced mammals.

“We can still see articulated
limb bones,” Meng said. “It must
have swallowed food in large
hunks without being chewed.”

The larger, second fossil also is
a Repenomamus, but consider-
ably larger. It measures more
than 3 feet long and probably
weighed more than 30 pounds.
Scientists have named it R. gigan-
ticus.

This new class of predatory
mammals has set off new specula-
tion.

Originally, scientists believed
that mammals remained small be-
cause larger dinosaurs were hunt-
ing them. Only after dinosaurs
went extinct by 65 million years
ago did surviving mammals begin
to grow larger, they reasoned.

Now, the presence of larger
mammals is reversing some of
the speculation.

John Coghill, a Republican rep-
resentative from North Pole, and
his wife, Luann, drive 660 miles
and through two U.S.-Canada bor-
der checkpoints every year to
reach Haines. From there, they
take the 4'/2-hour ferry ride "down
the Lynn Canal to Juneau.

Flying is the better option for
those who want a quicker trip, but
it is not always an easy way in.
With the region’s quickly chang-
ing weather, powerful winds and
rugged terrain, planes sometimes
have difficulty landing at Juneau
International Airport.

Republican Sen. John Cowdery
of Anchorage said he and newly
appointed Sen. Charlie Huggins
had to spend a night in Sitka last

A fishing hoat glides down the Gastineau Channel with Mount Juneau
and Alaska’s capital city as a backdrop Friday in Juneau, Alaska. State
lawmakers must make an extra effort when planning their annual jour-
ney to the capital since it's reachable only by air or boat.

week when their plane was divert-
ed because of bad weather.

“They should have made damn
sure that we got in the first time,”
Cowdery groused. “Is a bad
taste in your mouth to start the
session.”

Cowdery is among the several
lawmakers who support moving
the capital out of Juneau, a de-
cades-old argument that may sur-
face again this legislative session,
which began Monday. Juneau
Mayor Bruce Botelho’s drive to
build a new more spacious and
grand Capitol has started the de-
bate again.

Juneau became the territory’s
capital at the beginning of the
20th century, as its population
grew because of gold mine jobs.
But after World War II, people
began moving into the interior
and south-central parts of the
state.

Today, Anchorage, which is 558
miles northwest of Juneau by air,
along the central coast, and Fair-
banks, which is 628 miles north-
west of the capital, in the interior,
account for well over half of Alas-
ka's 630,000 residents, and now
many argue that the capital should
be moved closer to the people.

To make Juneau more accessi-
ble, the state has been studying a
$285 million proposal to punch a
road through to connect the capi-
tal with the 1,500-mile Alaska
Highway.

But many residents dismiss the
idea, saying a road would destroy

e main part of what makes the
city unique.

Remote capital

Juneau, the capital of Alaska, is
located in the middle of the
Tongass National Forest. With
no roads in or out, the only way
to get to the ity is by sea or air.
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Alaska population in 2000:
626,932

Juneau: 30,711

Source: Census Bureau
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Old war, new
technology

Civil War maps, charts
find homes on Internet

BY CARL HARTMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Civil War buffs are getting ac-
cess to a treasure trove of information — thou-
sands of original maps and diagrams of battles and
campaigns Petween 1861 and 1865, all posted on
the Internet.

The Library of Congress is posting 2,240 maps
and charts and 76 atlases and sketchbooks, while
The Virginia Historical Society and the Library of
Virginia are adding about 600 items. Much of the col-
lection is online now; the rest will be by the spring.

he items depict troop positions and move-
ments, as well as fortifications.

the Confederacy in two.

It also won the attention of Pres-
ident Lincoln to his most success-
ful commander. Lincoln wrote
Grant a letter of congratulation
and promoted him to major gener-
al.

The Vicksburg map includes fortifications, rail-
ways, levees, drainage, vegetation and even the
names of a few residents.

The same day Vicksburg fell, more than 900
miles away Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee began
retreating to Virginia from Gettysburg, Pa., follow-
ing his defeat there.

The National Archives and Records Administra-
tion recently drew attention to a map of the Gettys-
burg campaign in its own collection. It records po-
sitions of troops on July 2, 1863, when the South
came close to winning the battle.

The agency has been looking at the back of some
of its documents since it worked with Walt Disney

Gen. William
W. Loring.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

This map showing roads, railroads, houses and the
movement of troops during the three days of the
Battle of Gettysburg was published by artist
Theodore Ditterline shortly after the 1863 battle.

Pictures on the current film “National Treasure,” a
fictional story about a map to hidden treasure on the

back of the original Declaration of Independence.
The Gettysburg map, which is not online, went
with Lee’s report on the battle to Confederate Pres-
ident Jefferson Davis. On the back of Lee’s
14-page report was written:

There also are reconnaissance e “Read with satisfaction and re-
maps, skftchefs and coastal charts The Library of tAumedS mlg;asr D];pt, Jeffer Dhavis
and theater-of-war maps. BN T ug. 6. » Davis may have

One plan of the Mississippi port Virginia has been relieved by the failure of
of Vicksburg was done in 1863, maps ... found Union Gen. George G. Meade to
the year Union Gen. Ulysses S. . pursue and destroy Lee’s retreat-
‘(I}rlan; »forcedfl:]s surrender o in books that ing forces.

uly 4 in one of the war’s most de- Gettysburg was a decisive de-
cisive operations. It gave the belonged to feat for the Confederates after a se-
Union control of the river and cut Confederate ries of victories. Lee surrendered

to Grant nearly two years later,
after terrible losses on both sides.

The contribution of the Virginia
Historical Society includes maps
of Virginia locations, created by
Confederate officers. They detail
roads, bridges, waterways and buildings, includ-
ing farms and plantations with the owners’ names.

The Virginia society also presents the viewpoint
of the Union side in a diary and scrapbook that be-
longed to Robert K. Sneden, an Army mapmaker.
Itincludes battle plans and fortifications. The soci-
ety acquired it recently after it had been locked in
a bank vault for decades.

The Library of Virginia has maps that went with
reports to the governor and field maps of the south-
western part of the state, found in books that be-
longed to Confederate Gen. William W. Loring.

Items already posted can be seen at:

loc. ions/ civil_

‘war_maps/

‘Red state,

tops list of

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — A panel of
linguists has deemed “red state,
blue state, purple state” the
phrase that most colored the na-
tion’s lexicon in 2004.

Attendees at the annual conven-
tion of the Linguistic Society of

blue state’

04 words

anticipated exposure of bodily
parts. The term was coined when
viewers saw singer Janet Jack-
son’s breast during the Super
Bowl halftime show.

This was the 15th year of the
contest, sponsored by the Ameri-
can Dialect Society.

America on
word or phrase
that dominated na-
tional ~ discourse
over the course of
the last year.

“It was the best
candidate for
word of the year,”
said Dennis Pre-
ston, a professor
of linguistics at
Michigan ~ State
University.

“It engaged the
American public
for the entire
year.  Nothing
showed the blood-
thirsty  popula-
tion-engaging
election as this.”

The  phrase
“red state, blue
state, purple

state” represents
the American po-
litical map. The
term defines red
as favoring Re-
publicans, blue as
favoring ~ Demo-
crats and purple
showing swing or
undecided states.

ther  nomi-
nees for word of
the year were:

iday chose the

An annual yin to the linguists’
yang, the banned

words list from

Words of the year | Lake Superior
State  University
Some of the words cho- | in Sault Ste.

sen by the American Dia- | Marie, Mich., con-

lect Society as 2004’s | tained three of the
wards of the year: same phrases: red

f the Year: red | state-blue state,
stale, blue state, purple | flip-flopper and
state: together, a represen- | wardrobe malfunc-
tation of the American po- | tion. The dialect
litical map society is less judg-

mental and more
descriptive in its
approach.

While the con-
test was consi

Most Useful: phish: to
acquire passwords or
other private information
(of an individual, an ac-
count, a Web site, etc.) via

a dxgltal ruse ered very serious

Most Creative: pajama- | bY the thousand or
hadeen: bloggers who chal- | SO conference at-
lenge and fact-check tradi- | tendees, there was
tional media plenty of joking to

Most nnecessary: be found.

carb-friendly: lowin carbo- | _ Preston made a
hydrates pitch for the term

lawn mullet,
which describes a
lawn that is neatly

Most Likely To Suc-
ceed: red, blue and purple
states

d i the
Least Likely To Suc- | pron®
ceed: FLOHPA: The col- | ont  but - un-

lective abbreviations of
Florida, Ohio, and Pennsyl-
vania, states said to have

back, as a candi-
date for the Most
Creative category.

flip-flopper, a poli-
tician who chang-

been among the most in- |~ “igllilly
portant in the 2004 Ameri- | amor” - describ-
can presidential election | ing I’J‘S. troops
From The Associated Press. scavenging for ma-

es political stanc-

es; meet-up, a local special inter-
est meeting organized though a
national Web site; mash-up, a
blend of two songs or albums into
a single cohesive musical work;
and wardrobe malfunction, an un-

terial to protect
their vehicles, and
nerdvana, a term for collabora-
tive geekiness, also were nominat-
ed in that category, but lost to pa-
Jjamahadeen: bloggers who chal-
lenge and fact-check traditional
media.

Beer reigns as top alcohol choice, but wine and liquor are close behind

BY GREG EDWARDS
Dow Jones Newswires

Wines and distilled spirits con-
tinue to gain a bigger share of the
alcoholic beverage market, at the
expense of the beer industry.

ST. LOUIS — If you sometimes
find yourself ordering a glass of
wine or a mixed drink when you

Alotments acesped
mwm.w.m e

www.widowpc.com

used to order a beer, you're not
alone.

1t's a trend that has been going
on since the late 1990s and contin-
ued in 2004. Analysts who follow
the alcoholic beverage industry
don’t see it stopping anytime
soon.

“We believe there is an overall
image crisis with beer,” Smith
Barney Citicorp analyst Bonnie
Herzog said.

As baby boomers age, they are
more willing to buy wine and spir-
its instead of beer. And the wine
and spirit companies are success-
fully targeting younger drinkers
with advertising and promotions.

4 Baking goods
www.BuytheCase.net *

Paper goods

BuytheCase.net
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—Ml itary Shipping

& conditioners

“Our wholesaler contacts have
told us through a survey we con-
ducted recently that beer has lost
its ‘sexiness’ and appeal to young
consumers,” Herzog said. “We
continue to believe the road

aWipes 9Breakfast bars aSnacks & candy u i

SRamen noodles = Canned foods 3 Lotions Ghead inalong one for the beer in-

QSports drinks 9 Dried fruits & nuts & moisturizers Beel; remains, by far, the most
& other beverages 2 Health products = Shampoo > DY an

popular alcoholic beverage in the
United States. But its share of the
alcohol market has slipped.

Iag og on today!

Beer Marketer’s Insights, a

trade publication, estimates that
beer accounted for 59.5 percent
of the absolute alcohol content
sold in its peak year, 1995. That
had fallen to 56.7 percent in 2003.

The spirits industry began its
big push in 1999, when it had 28.6
percent of the market. In 2003, its
share had risen to 29.7 percent.
Wine went from 12.6 percent to
13.6 percent.

The totals for 2004 aren't in,
but it was “more of the same,”
said Benj Steinman, president of
Beer Marketer’s Insights.

The spirits industry spent al-
most $100 million on broadcast
advertising in 2004, compared
with “almost zero” in 1999, said
Frank Coleman, a senior vice
president at the Distilled Spirits
Council of the U.S. in Washing-
ton.

August Busch 1V, president of
the brewing unit at Anheus-
er-Busch Co., has said that wine
and spirits represent “a threat” to
his company and the rest of the
beer industry.

Miller Brewing Co. President

Norman Adami said, “The single
biggest threat facing the Ameri-
can beer business today is the pos-
sibility that we will allow the
American consumer to get bored
with beer.”

So what are the brewers doing
about it? For one thing, they are
spending more money on promo-
tions, including what they call
on-premise  spending.  That
means mostly bars and restau-
rants, but also hotels, clubs, and
concession stands.

On-premise sales, as opposed
to store sales, account for only 25
percent of all beer volume in the
United States, but 48 percent of
all beer retail dollars, making it
an important battleground.

Wine and spirits companies
have promoted themselves aggres-
sively in bars and restaurants, in-
creasing their sales, Legg Mason
analyst Mark Swartzberg said.

And a little generational rebel-
lion must be overcome, as well,
Swartzberg said. Younger drink-
ers may choose wine and cock-
tails because their parents chose
beer.
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U.S. mi I|tary limited by Indonesia

Nation seeks to reassert
control over troubled area

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — The U.S. mili-
tary faced tighter restrictions Wednesday as
the Indonesian government sought to reassert
control over foreign troops, relief workers and
Jjournalists in the tsunami-devastated region,
which also has been the site of a rebel insur-
gency.

In Paris, the world’s wealthiest nations said
they support a moratorium on debt repay-
ments by countries stricken by the Dec. 26 di-
saster that has killed more than 150,000 peo-

P The moves by the Indonesian government,
aimed primarily at U.S. troops, underscore
the nationalistic country’s sensitivities at hav-
ing foreign military forces operating there —
even in a humanitarian effort. They also come
amid warnings from the Indonesian military
that areas of tsunami-battered Aceh province
may not be safe for aid workers.

Hundreds of troops from Australia, Sin-
gapore, Germany and other nations are also
helping the relief mission. The Indonesian mil-
itary is providing security for all of them.

‘The aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln,
which is leading the U.S. military’s relief ef-
fort, steamed out of Indonesian waters
Wednesday because the US. Navy only has

Survivors of the tidal wave disaster wait with their belongmgs to be taken to new relngee center

outside Banda Aceh in Indonesia on

e still clear-

roops
ing the dead from rubble after the Dec. 26 quake-triggered tsunami Ieﬁ its trail of deslrncllon
and claimed the lives of 106,000 people in Indonesia alone.

“A three-month period is enough, even the
sooner the better,” Kalla said.

The Pentagon said it is cooperating with for-
eign governments, but did not comment on the
eadline.

to fly air-
cmfl mta its auspaoe < that are directly support-

manitarian operation, said Lt.
Cmdr John M. Daniels, spokesman for the
Lincoln carrier strike group.

Helicopters  will still deliver aid to
Sumatra’s devastated coast, however.

Tndonesia declined to lef the ship’s fighter
pilots use its airspace for training missions.
Under U.S. Navy rules, pilots of carrier-based
warplanes cannot go longer than 14 days with-
out flying or their skills are considered to have
degraded too far.

Since the Abraham Lincoln has been sta-
tioned off Sumatra since Jan. 1, the carrier
moved out of Indonesian waters so its pilots
could conduct their training flights in interna-
tional airspace.

Indonesian Vice President Jusuf Kalla said
foreign troops would be out of the country by
March 31.

The Indoneslan government also ordered
aid workers and journalists to declare travel
plans or face expulsion from Aceh as authori-
ties moved to reassert control of the rebel-
lion-wracked area.

The White House said Wednesday it has
asked the Indonesian government to explain
the restrictions on aid workers and journal-
ists.

At a Paris meeting Wednesday, a French of-
ficial said the world’s wealthiest nations, in-
cluding the United States, believe a temporary
suspension of billions of dollars in debt repay-
ments by tsunami-devastated countries will
provide a necessary “breath of oxygen” for re-
covery and reconstruction from the disaster
that Killed more than 150,000 people across
southern Asia.

While three debtor countries — Indonesia,

Sri Lanka and the Seychelles — support the
moratorium, Thailand does not because it
fears the potential effect on its standing in in-
ternational financial markets, French Finance
Minister Herve Gaymard told RFT radio.

The details on the moratorium were being fi-
nalized Wednesday.

Security concerns threaten to hamper ef-
forts to deliver aid to Aceh province on the
northern tip of Sumatra island, where more
than 100,000 people were killed and tens of
thousands left homeless or in need. The Unit-
ed Nations has been running the relief effort,
appealing to donors attending a conference in
Geneva to honor the unprecedented $4 billion
in pledges to help victims.

Separatists in the Aceh region have been
fighting for an independent state for decades.
Indonesia’s military chief offered the rebels a
cease-fire Tuesday, matching a unilateral one
already declared by the insurgents.

The military has nevertheless warned that
rebels could rob aid convoys and use refugee
camps as hideouts but has yet to offer evi-
dence to back its claims.

Spy agency reforms

LONDON — Britain’s foreign
spy agency MIG6 is appointing a se-
nior new official to check the qual-
ity of its intelligence following

wed reporting on Iraqi weap-
ons, the government said Wednes-
day.

The service also is hiring a top
business executive to modernize
its management structure, said a
spokesman for the Forelgn Of-
fice, which oversees MI6.

An official report last year criti-
cized the agency’s intelligence on
Iraq, saying information about
Saddam Hussein’s weapons re-
lied in part on “seriously flawed”
or “unreliable” sources. In Octo-
ber, MI6 formally withdrew intel-
ligence that Iraqi troops could de-
ploy some chemical and biologi-
cal weapons on 45 minutes’ notice
— a claim used as rationale for
joining the U.S.-led war on Iraq.

Possible cattle ban

TORONTO — The announce-
ment by Canadian authorities of
another case of mad cow disease
could strengthen the case of a
group of U.S. cattlemen who want
a ban against cross-border cattle
trading to remain in place.

Authorities on Tuesday con-
firmed the case of the deadly
brain-wasting disease in the west-
ern province of Alberta, the sec-
ond animal found to have mad
cow since US. officials an-
nounced last month they would re-
sume the cattle trade with Cana-
da in March.

Canadian officials said no part
of the cow — the third case of the
disease ever found in the country
— has entered the human or ani-
mal feed system.

3 dead after UK storms

LONDON — Three people died
after storms battered north Brit-
ain and Northern Ireland and
60,000 were without electricity in
Scotland as the fierce winds con-
tinued Wednesday.

Across Scotland, roads and
bridges were closed, ferry servic-
and rail routes sus-

Germans
detain 22

New EU constitution approved

in raids

BY CONSTANT BRAND
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Parllament gave 1ts

The

ULM, Germany — German
police stepped up their crack-
down on Islamic extremism
‘Wednesday, detaining 22 peo-
ple during raids of apartments
and mosques allegedly used by
a network that provided financ-
mg and support to terrorists.

it 700 officers searched
apan.ments, mosques and call
centers in five German states,
discovering militant Islamic pro-
paganda and forged passports
and visas, authorities said.

The raids capped a long-term
investigation of 20 people who
allegedly raised money through
smuggling and producing false
papers to “pursue their ideologi-
cal goals," said prosecutors in

Press

Eleven were formally arrest-
ed while 11 others were placed
in provisional custody.

the Eumpean Union’s first- ever
constitution ~Wednesday ~and
urged EU governments to quickly
follow suit.

The EU assembly, meeting in
Strasbourg, France, voted 500 to
137, with 40 abstentions, to ratify
the new treaty, which is to take ef-
fect in 2007 if unanimously rati-
fied across the 25-nation bloc.

The 732-member parliament
called on EU governments to
move quickly to sell the constitu-
tion, which faces widespread op-
position in several EU-skeptic
countries.

The parliament said EU govern-
ments should ensure that “all pos-
sible efforts be deployed to in-
form European citizens clearly
and objectively about the content
of the constitution.”

e result of the vote leaves
no room for doubt of the support
this European parliament has ex-

pressed,” said European Parlia-
ment President Josep Borrell
after the legislators gave the re-
sult a boisterous standing ova-
tion.

His remarks were heckled
down by euro-skeptic members
from the British UK Indepen-
dence Party, all of whom voted
against and held up placards pro-
testing the constitution, with one

saying “this constitution is the
death of Europe.”

The parliament’s main four par-
ties— conservative, socialist, lib-
eral-democrat and greens— most-
ly voted in favor, while commu-
nists, far-right parties and British
conservatives voted against.

Luxembourg Prime Minister
Jean-Claude Juncker, whose
country holds the EU presidency,
urged all EU governments and
the European Parliament to rati-
fy the treaty, signed in Rome last
October after a two-year drafting
process.

“This is an important moment
in the history of the parliament,
and it is an important moment in
Europe’s ratification of Europe’s
constitution,” said Juncker.

The 460-article constitution pro-
vides for an EU foreign minister
and a president to be appointed
by the EU leaders.

It streamlines EU deci-
sion-making, ending vetoes in al-
most 50 new policy areas, includ-
ing judicial and police coopera-
tion, education and economic poli-
cy. But veto rights remain in sen-
sitive areas such as foreign af-
fairs, defense, social security, tax-
ation and culture.

The constitution gives the EU
simpler voting rules ensuring
that decisions are adopted if at
least 65 percent of the member
states are in agreement and they
represent at least 55 percent of
the EU population of 455 million
people.

Also, it will be easier for na-
tions to opt out of EU policies
they don’t like or band together
and forge ahead without others
being able to stop them as is now
the case.

For the first time since the cre-
ation of the union in 1957, mem-
ber states can voluntanly leave
the bloc.

pended as police and travel chiefs
appealed to the public to post-
pone nonessential journeys.

Meanwhile some 10,000 homes
in the northern English market
town of Hexham remained with-
out water due to flooding.

Uzhek horder patrols

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan —
The United States on Wednesday
gave two patrol boats to Uzbeki-
stan’s border service as part of se-
curity assistance for the ex-Soviet
country, the U.S. Embassy said.

The two Ukrainian-made Gyur-
za river patrol boats worth $5.6
million are part of the State De-
partment’s security assistance
program for Uzbekistan signed in
2003, the embassy said in a state-
ment.

The vessels are expected to be
used to patrol the Amu Darya
River along Uzbekistan’s border
with Afghanistan.

Under the same program, the
State Department earlier provid-
ed Uzbek border and security
forces with training and equip-
ment, including night vision devic-
es, global positioning systems and
helicopter flight simulators, the
U.S. Embassy said.

From The Associated Press
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Campaign tries humor
to stop spread of AIDS

Mobile phone risk

UK. study advises children under the age of eight not to use mobile
phones, as heavy use may be linked to ear tumors:

in the acoustic nerve

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — A new
global campaign to stop the
spread of AIDS uses three ani-
mated characters dressed as
condoms who deliver a serious
message in humorous public ser-
vice spots in 41 languages: If
you're going to have sex, use a
condom.

The short spots are being of-
fered free to broadcasters, co
munity groups and universities
and have the potential of reach-
ing 80 percent of the world’s
population, Canadian produc-
er-director Firdaus Kharas said
Tuesday.

“We’re using humor to stop
the spread of AIDS,” he said at a
news conference launching the
public service announcements,
which are targeted at people
aged 15 to 24 in countries threat-
ened by the epidemic including
India, China, Russla the Carib-
bean and central

“The Three Amlgos" —
named Shaft, Stretch and Dick

— are pictured in a variety of
settings from a spaceship to a
soccer field to a casino. Twenty
different spots are available in
each of the 41 languages and
vary from 20 to 60 seconds in
length. Some spots are blatantly
sexual, others more restrained.

The punch line in the space-
ship spot says: “No condom, No
blastoff. Stop the spread of
AIDS.”

The soccer spot says: “You
just can't score without a con-

And the spot focusing on a rou-
lette wheel in a casino says:
“Not all gamblers realize the
odds stacked against them.
Don’t gamble with your life. Use
a condom. Stop the spread of
AIDS.”

Kharas said the idea for the
spots came from his co-produc-
er, South ican film writer
Brent Qumt who believes that
AIDS is “a preventable dis-
ease,” and that using animated
figures and humor can get
across the message that con-
doms are essential for safe sex.
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where cells which cover the nerve begin

to divide and form a lump

Acoustic neuroma
Slow-growing
benign tumor that
accounts for about
8% of all primary
brain tumors:

Symptoms
M Loss of hearing

W Constant ringing noise
(tinnitus)

W Feeling of fullness

M Pain in the ear

W Dizziness, poor balance

Acoustic
Middle nerve

Surgery, may
affect hearing

Radiotherapy, | No treatment
if surgery not | needed if
possible small tumor

Source: CancerBACUP, National Radiological Protection Board

Research finds cell
phones had for kids

BY SUE LEEMAN
The Associated Press

N — Parents should
not give mobile phones to chil-
dren age 8 or younger as a precau-
tion against the potential harm of
radiation from the devices, the
chairman of the National Radio-
logical Protection Board said
Tuesday.

Some experts deemed the warn-
ing unfounded and unwarranted,
but a company that launched a
phone aimed at young children
said it was suspending sales until
it has time to evaluate it.

Sir William Stewart, chairman
of the NRPB, said there’s no con-
clusive evidence showing a clear
danger, but said a growing body
of research shows that mobile
phone use may have health impli-
cations, making it wise to adopt a

“precautionary approach,” partic-
ularly with children.

“I don’t think we can put our
hands on our hearts and say mo-

bile phones are safe,” Stewart
told a news conference. “When
you come to giving mobile phones
to a 3- to 8-year-old, that can’t pos-
sibly be right.”

The report cited recent studies
in Sweden and Germany suggest-
mg a potential health risk includ-
ing brain tumors. It also noted re-
search showing that radio waves
can “interfere with biological sys-
tems” and a recent paper suggest-
ing “possible effects on brain
function resulting from the use of
[next-generation] phones” which
are becoming more common.

Many experts have dismissed
those studies and other research
performed to date as very incon-
clusive.

Still, while “there is no hard evi-
dence at present that the health
to the public, in general, is being
affected adversely by the use of
mobile phone technologies,” Stew-
art said he was “more con-
cerned” about the implications
for health than five years ago,
when he last reviewed the issue.

South Korea gives green
light for stem cell research

The Press

with unused eggs

SEOUL, South Korea — A
South Korean team of scientists
who produced the first cloned
human embryo last year were
given government  approval
Wednesday to proceed with
stem-cell research to find cures
for diabetes, cerebral palsy and
Parkinson’s and other diseases —
but not for work toward human
cloning.

The scientists, led by Professor
Hwang Woo-Seok of Seoul Nation-
al University, must follow de-
tailed guidelines set by the Minis-
try of Health and Welfare in De-
cember, one of which allows ex-

at fertility clinics.

The guidelines were issued
after the South Korean Parlia-
ment in January 2004 banned
human cloning but left room for
stem-cell research for curing dis-
eases.

Last February, Hwang's team
successfully cloned a human em-
bryo, from which they collected
stem cells, the master cells that
form during soon after concep-
tion and can turn into any tissue
in the body.

“With today’s action, Professor
Hwang’s team can spur their re-
search under the government’s
supervision,” the ministry said in
a statement.

Venice high and dry

VENICE, Italy — Often flooded
by high waters, Venice is facing
an exceptionally low tide these
days, causing canals to dry up
and water buses to be rerouted, of-
ficials said on Wednesday.

Water has gone down by at
least 27 inches below sea level,
the city office monitoring tides
said

Tounst gondolas are not report-
ed to have problems.

The exceptionally low tide was
caused by moon movements and
a spell of sunny weather, the of-
fice said.

Blair backs pub hours

LONDON — Prime Minister
Tony Blair on Wednesday pas-
sionately defended new pub li-
censing laws that will allow Brit-
ons to drink around the clock and
insisted it would not lead to an ex-
plosion in booze-fueled violence.

Later this year, restrictive li-
censing laws that require most
pubs in England and Wales to
close at 11 p.m. Monday to Satur-
day and 10:30 p.m. on Sundays
will be lifted and bars will be able
to apply for permissions to open
any hours they like.

Opponents fear the change will
encourage alcohol abuse and lead
to increased violence in Britain’s
city centers.

But Blair insisted the rights of
the majority to enjoy a pint when
they choose must not be im-
pinged because of an unruly mi-
nority.

Scrap ATM not empty

OSLO, Norway — Arild Tofte
and Kaare Heggdal know that re-
cycling pays, but they weren’t
quite prepared for the jackpot
that a scrapped cash machine con-
tained.

The two Norwegians had been
hired by the Sparebanken Moere
bank to remove an outdated auto-
matic teller machine, or ATM,
from a gas station, media report-
ed Wednesday.

During their rounds to pick up
more scrap, they got a call saying
a security guard was seeking the
machine.

“The guy was apparently a bit

agitated,” said Tofte. “He was
very eager to empty the cash
from the machine.”

h was removed. The
bank — which blamed the inci-
dent on a communications
mix-up — didn’t say how much
was in the ATM. But Tofte said
the guard who emptied the ma-
chine told him it was enough to
buy a house, take a luxury vaca-
tion and still have money to burn.

Expensive convenience

GENEVA — Authorities in
Geneva are bringing the city’s
public conveniences up to scratch
— at a cost of $13 million for just
35 new toilets, Swiss daily Le
Matin reported Tuesday.

Each sparkling new facility is
designed by a different architect
at a cost of $313,000 — the same
as a one-bedroom, city center
apartment.

Three of the toilets have al-
ready been installed. “Inside,
they are functional and equnpped
to a high sanitary standard,” the
city council said on its Web site.
“On the outside, each public toilet
is different and adapted to its sur-
roundings.”

From wire reports
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Mine deaths settled

BROOKWOOD — A settle-

ment has been reached in
lawsuits stemming from the na-
tion’s deadliest mining accident
since 1984: a series of explosions
at a central Alabama mine in
2001 that killed 13 miners.

The settlement resolved all
civil legal proceedings associated
with the Sept. 23, 2001, explo-
sions against mine owner Jim
Walter Resources, Walter Indus-
tries and its affiliated companies,
according to a Jim Walter state-
ment.

Company officials would not
comment on the settlement de-
tails.

“This has been a very difficult,
emotional time for all whose lives
have been affected by this trage-
dy,” said George Richmond, presi-
dent and chief operating officer
of Jim Walter.

Keep off the ice

CONCORD — Snowmobil-
ers are being warned to
stay off the ice after a weekend in

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

three other vehicles and plowed
over the guardrail into a ravine.

Bow hunt shot down

PORTSMOUTH — After a
proposal to hold a public
bow hunt of deer at Hoffler Creek
Wildlife Preserve caused a stir,
the foundation that runs the
142-acre property decided to
drop the idea.
Instead, after consulting with a
Fairfax County expert and count-

tack.

Douglas Greer, a primary
school principal, says police ac-
cused him of being a drug user be-
fore eventually getting him medi-
cal help.

Greer is seeking an unspecified
amount of money in the federal
lawsuit.

The suit says the officers
kicked, choked and beat Greer as
he repeatedly told them he was di-
abetic and needed juice or sugar.

The four officers have denied
the accusations. A lawyer for two
of them, Kevin Coyle, said his cli-
ents gave Greer “appropriate
medical assistance.”

The four have been placed on
administrative duty, and the po-
lice commission is investigating
Greer's claims.

Kangaroo can stay

MADISON — A kangaroo
that went on a walkabout

of frigid Wisconsin just might set-
tle down in the Midwest after all.
The red-haired i now

ing the deer, the city is consider-

ing hiring police s to

shoot the animals to manage their
i i Eliza-

which three ent
through thin ice into Lake Wm-
nipesaukee. One died.

“The ice conditions are treach-
erous,” Fish and Game Lt. Jim
Goss said. “Most of the lake is still
wide-open water.”

Even close to shore, the ice was
probably only 4 to 6 inches thick,
Goss said.

Suspect kills self

RICHMOND — Virginia

State Police say a Connecti-
cut man wanted in a murder in-
vestigation in Florida took his life
late Monday as troopers closed in
on him.

Officers were pursuing the
man on Interstate 95 near Rich-
mond when the man pulled over
and shot himself in the head, said
Sgt. Kevin Barrick.

The man, whose identity was
not released, was pronounced
dead at VCU Medical Center.

Key West Police notified Virgin-
ia authorities that the man and
his 18-year-old son were heading
for Connecticut in a white Lincoln
Continental, Barrick said.

About 45 minutes after getting
the alert, a trooper spotted the
car.

Barrick said the man’s son was
not in the car.

Trucker guilty in wreck

BRECKENRIDGE — A

driver who lost control of
his tractor-trailer on Interstate 70
and caused a pileup that killed a
man has been sentenced to 12
years in prison.

Rosauro Saenz showed little
emotion as Judge David Lass sen-
tenced him to two six-year sen-
tences for vehicular homicide
and vehicular assault for the
crash that injured 10 people.

Saenz, of El Paso, Texas, will
serve the sentences after complet-
ing a federal sentence for trans-
porting drugs into Texas from
Mexico. That sentence ends next
year.

Prosecutors said Saenz was
going at least 35 mph over the
speed limit on westbound 1-70 be-
tween Silverthorne and the Eisen-
hower Tunnel when he crashed
into a minivan, then smashed into

beth M. Psimas said.

Last year, the City Council
quashed the idea of a bow hunt
after representatives of People
for the Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals and residents flooded city of-
fices with complaints.

Striking it rich

SIOUX FALLS — Some

city officials earn more
than the mayor and even the gov-
ernor, city officials said. Lyle
Johnson, city public works direc-
tor, heads the city’s salary list at
$137,280. Gov. Rounds’ yearly sal-
ary is $103,221, which would put
him in sixth place if he worked
for the city. The mayor earns
$96,173.

Principal sues police

SPRINGFIELD A
school principal is suing
four city police officers who he
says dragged him through the
window of his car and beat him
while he was having a diabetic at-

known as “Roo,” was captured
outside of Dodgeville after sher-
iffs deputies cornered the
150-pound critter in a barn dur-
ing a snowstorm.

Roo remains under quarantine
at the Henry Vilas Zoo, and if no
one claims it, zoo officials plan to
introduce it to their other kanga-
roos to see if they get along.

But if things don’t work out,
Margaret Suter said she has room
at her home near Madison, where
she already keeps six kangaroos
and a wallaby.

“I worried for that kangaroo. It
lost its caregiver,” Suter s
“And if you own one of these ani-
mals, ou shouldn’t turn your
back o

Gov. urges tolerance

SALEM — Gov. Ted Ku-
longoski urged state legis-
lators to pass a bill outlawing dis-
crimination against homosexuals.
In his “state of the state” ad-
dress to a joint session of the Leg-
islature as it began its 2005 ses-
sion, Kulongoski said he will sub-
mit a bill that would forbid dis-
crimination against gays in em-
ployment, housing and public ac-
commodations.

Hospital shooting

MERIDIAN — Two peo-

ple were arrested Sunday

in a fatal shooting at a hospital

that may have been related to an
d id

Smooth sailing

A sailboat floats down the Halifax
River through late afternoon fog
in Daytona Beach Shores, Fla.

earlier attempt,
police said.

One of the suspects was arrest-
ed at Rush Foundation Hospital
and the other turned himself in to
police, Meridian Police Chief
Benny Dubose said. Both were ex-
pected to be charged Monday.

The man fatally shot at the hos-
pital was the son of a man who Du-
bose said shot himself and a
woman at a Meridian home Sun-
day morning in an apparent mur-
der-suicide attempt. Dubose said
one of the suspects is the wom-
an’s son.

The man and woman found at
the home did not suffer life-threat-
ening injuries. The fatal shooting
victim’s name was not immediate-
ly released by authorities.

Police closed off the hospital
for several hours after the shoot-
ing to search for the gunmen.

The cutting edge of fitness —Michacl fusin skates

skating rink in front of the Providence, R.l., City Hall. Rubin is part of a
growing number of adults hitting the ice for fitness and pleasure.

: Mara Finley, left, and Ivy Johnson of Luding-
Sledding fun GG e e hancess

they sled at the water tower hill. Area schools were closed due to ice.

>
. se Jenny Wells, of Kailua, Hawaii,
Recycling Hawaii-style co" e r bags o
aluminum cans to Mark Garcia, right, and Benjamin Onaga of Reynold’s
Recycling in Kailua. Hawaii recently became the first state in 16 years
to pass a container redemption law. Hawaii has one of the most compre-
hensive programs in the country.
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4 ) The steeple on Sacred Heart Church in Fried, N.D., is clll and removed
Where’s the Steeple? o o e chareh will e moved in February from Friod to
Sunset Memorial Gardens, a Jamestown, N.D., cemetery. The steeple will be erected at its original site in
Fried with the three bells as a memorial for the cemetery there.

Brothers team up
Siblings Scott Zeiber, 16, left,
and Justin Zeiber, 15, take advan-
tage of the warm weather to play
basketball in a parking lot behind
their home in Phillipsburg, N.J.

A cat bats around a chunk of snow while
A real cool cat prowling around homes in Kalispell,
Mont. According to an owner of a nearby home, the cat was abandoned
when its family moved, but some neighbors adopted the cat and share
in its feeding and caring.

A patch of blue

Dark clouds driven by high winds break behind a windmill in Macedon, N.Y.

Fired preacher won’t go

MARION — Grace Mis-

sionary Baptist Church
wants the pastor to quit preaching
to the choir — and everybody else.
And the church’s trustees are
going to court to stop him.

The Rev. Ed McDowell Jr., who
served at the church for more than
13 years, was fired in December
after a vote by both the trustees
and members.

But McDowell, 63, continues to
preach there because he says the
vote was invalid. He has changed
the locks at the church and has
tried to fire church officials him-
self, court records said.

Church leaders have asked for a
restraining order that would force
McDowell to return church prop-
erty, remove his personal belong-
ings and block him from using
church funds for his legal defense.

Ballot pileup

DOVER — OId election

ballots are taking up
space in town and city halls
across New England.

Laws require clerks to keep fed-
eral ballots for 22 months before
destroying them, in case anyone
requests a recount.

In New Hampshire, state law re-
quires clerks to hold onto state
and local election ballots for two

In Maine, clerks must
keep all ballots for the full 22
months.

Belmont’s clerk is storing five
boxes of ballots from the presiden-
tial primaries alone. Dover's city
clerk is storing nearly 20,000 bai-
lots from the November elections.

Town officials reported differ-
ent plans for disposing of the bal-
lots. Some will be shredded, others
incinerated. Many ballots will go
straight to the dump.

Expanding its territory
SILVER CITY — Current
boundaries of the wolf re-

introduction program are causing

0o many wolves to be captured,

removed from the wild or relocat-

ed.

That’s according to a five-year

review of the program by the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service and the

New Mexico and Arizona game
and fish departments.

Government biologists propose
an expansion of the area where
the endangered Mexican gray
wolves have been allowed to
roam.

Flag this one

CLEVELAND — Using

two people and making 17
folds, a 19-year-old Boy Scout de-
vised a way to fold the state’s pen-
nant-shaped flag into a rectangle.
The solution became a new state
law and earned Alex Weinstock his
Eagle Scout ranking. Ohio’s state
flag is the only one that doesn’t
have four 90-degree corners.

Mom made her do it

MIAMI — A woman has

pleaded guilty to sending
her 11-year-old daughter outside
their home in her nightgown to
peddle heroin.

‘Alison Lolanda Davis, 37, was
sentenced to five years in prison
in a plea deal. She’s been in jail
since being arrested last January,
unable to make $120,000 bond,
and was given credit for time

served.

A prosecutor said proceedings
were pending in juvenile court to
terminate Davis’ parental rights.
The girl, who was not charged, is
in state custody with a sister.

Police said they started watch-
ing the South Miami house in Oc-
tober 2003 based on a tip. Officers
said they saw the girl regularly
selling $10 and $20 doses of hero-
in to drivers and pedestrians.

Nun’s remark backfires

WOODBRIDGE — Charg-

es were dismissed against
Sister Catherine Iacouzze, 69,
who had been accused of threaten-
ing to knock out the teeth of a St.
Cecelia School student for leaving
class without permission.

The 11-year-old student’s fa-
ther withdrew the charges after
the Diocese of Metuchen fired the
nun. Iacouzze’s lawyer said she
only made a sarcastic remark.

Bible class vetoed

FRANKENMUTH — A
rural school district will
not offer a religious group’s bible
class as an elective high school
course, ending a yearlong debate.
The ‘school board in Franken-
muth, about 75 miles north of De-
troit, decided with one dissenting
vote to not offer the “Bible As Lit-
erature and History” class at
Frankenmuth High School, follow-
ing the recommendation of school
Superintendent Michael Murphy.
The proposed class would have
been based on materials from the
National Council on Bible Curric-
ulum in Public Schools.

Defendant takes break

EAST BROOKFIELD —

While jurors deliberated
the fate of a man accused of sell-
ing a stolen gun to a pawn shop,
the defendant went out for a cup
of coffee.

A week later, Peter J. Leo, 32,
of Worcester is still is on the run.

According to court records, Leo
was being tried on charges of lar-
ceny, carrying a firearm without
a license and receiving stolen
property. His lawyer, Christo-
pher Loconto, said Leo was ac-
cused of selling a pistol that did
not belong to him to a pawn shop
in 2002.

After closing arguments, jurors
began their deliberations. Leo
and his girlfriend also left the
courtroom, saying they were
going for coffee, a court officer
told The Telegram & Gazette of
Worcester. The jurors soon re-
turned to deliver their verdict,
but Leo was not there to hear he
had been found guilty.

Student info hacked

RICHMOND — Computer

hackers captured the
names, Social Security numbers
and other information of more
than 30,000 students and staff at
George Mason University earlier
this month, school officials said.

‘The university, which is in Fair-
fax, near Washington, D.C., dis-
covered on Jan. 3 that intruders
had hacked into a server contain-
ing the protected information,
school spokesman Daniel Walsch
said. He said the university noti-
fied all students and staff.

The school established an info
hot line and turned the case over
to campus police, he said.

Photos and stories from wire services
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The witches of Venice

Each year at Epiphany,
they take to canal boats

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

itches normally

aren’t considered

part of the Christ-

mas season, but they
played a central role when Ven-
ice, Italy, wrapped up the holi-
day last week.

On Jan. 6, millions of Italian
children celebrate Epiphany —
the date marking the visit of the
three wise men to the baby Jesus
and traditionally the end of
Christmas holiday — by finding
candy in their stockings.

Those children who haven’t
been good, in theory, find coal.

The candy and coal are distrib-
uted by la befana, or “the witch”
in Italian. And to mark the occa-
sion in Venice, as they have for
the past 20 years, about a dozen
local men and women dressed as
witches and took over the city’s
main thoroughfare. They pad-
dled along the Grand Canal,
some tossing candy to the hun-
dreds of onlookers — although
many tourists in Venice that day
had little idea of what was going

n.

In fact, just about everyone
was unsure of why men dress up
as witches. Italians who were
asked shrugged and said it was
simply tradition. What the tradi-
tion was, no one seemed to
know.

Following tradition, the partici-
pants paddled from San Toma
until they reached the giant
stocking of the Epiphany that
hung from the Rialto Bridge.

In addition to the witches’
cruise, a race was held involving
teams bedecked in colorful
sweat clothes in hues from
across the rainbow.

Other places in Italy also have
special celebrations on Jan. 6.
Many involve witches — or their
parental helpers — hanging up
stockings the night before and
kids waking up to see if they’ve
been good or bad.

Why witches? And just who is
la befana? Like Santa Claus, her
origins are a bit mysterious and
probably date to customs before
Christianity took firm hold in
Europe.

There are several versions of

Stars and Stripes

how she came to deliver goodies
to good children every year. One
of them says the wise men
stopped at her house while they
were trying to find Jesus. They
asked her to accompany them,
but she declined.

Later, she regretted the deci-
sion and tried to find baby Jesus.

She gave out candy to all the

children she found in case one of

them turned out to be him.
Another version has her find-

bemg rewarded with a day each
year during which she passes
out goodies to all children.

In rural areas, witches were

once reportedly burned to death
on the day. Onlookers could tell
whether the year would be a
good one by which way the
smoke blew. The staff at the
tourism office assured visitors
this year that no one was burned
on Epiphany.

But modern ingenuity has

PHOTOS BY

KENT HARRIS,

Stars and Stripes

Left: Some of the
would-be witches at
the La Befana festival
in Venice even sported
mustaches.

Below: For a few
minutes, onlookers
near the Rialto Bridge
got to see the Grand
Canal crowded with
the “witches,” who
mingled with race

added another layer of confu-
sion. At least one shop in Venice
sold candy that looked like
Tumps of coal, leaving the chil-
dren who received it with a
tough question of whether they
had been good or bad.

E-mail Kent Harris
harrsk@mallestripes.osd.mil.
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Off the beaten path in Vienna

City walking paths take hlkers to little-known spots

BY SUSANNA LOOF
The Associated Press

f you should find yourself

stuffed with schnitzel or

overdosed on must-see

museums and historic
buildings in Vienna, you’ll be
glad to know the city offers a
perfect antidote — an urban
hike.

The capital of this hiking-
crazed country has an impres-
sive network of easy-to-reach
city hiking paths that provide
walkers a couple of hours of
refreshment combined with
sights most tourists otherwise
would miss.

Known in German as “Stadt-
wanderwege,” the paths cover
areas ranging from the popular,

50 miles.
CZECH REPUBLIC

50km
GERMANY

Stars and Strives

If you go

For information and maps
for various walks in Vienna,
visit www.wien.gv.at/wald/
‘wandern/wege. htm, www.
wien.gv.at/english/
transportation/walking.htm
or www.wienguide.at/pages/
i i html.

vineyard-studded K:
hill in the city’s nonhwesl to the
Zugberg, a forest-covered
mound in the south. Paths also
lace the lesser-known parts of
the central Prater park famous
for its giant Ferris wheel and
other amusements.

“They’re spread all over Vien-
na, and they give a nice sample
of the diverse flora here, from
the Vienna Woods to the wine
hills,” said Heinz Fink, a city
official in charge of the paths.

Most of the hikes go through
some green spaces, including the
leafy Vienna Woods, some of the
city’s several vineyards or across
lush pastures. But all also pass
by eateries where walkers can
£ill up on hearty food, beer and
tortes to get a quick burst of
energy and make up for any
calories lost.

The city created the paths 25
years ago as a way to get the
Viennese to leave their cars at
home as they headed out for
weekend excursions, Fink said.

They remain popular among
locals and visitors alike, with an
estimated 100,000 trotting the
paths each year, he said.

Even so, the paths offer a dose
of solitude and a refreshing
break from some of Vienna’s
‘most popular tourist sights, such
as the Schoenbrunn Castle,
which attracts almost 1.8 million
visitors a year. They also feature
their own, little-known sights,

Most of the
hikes go
through some
green spaces,
including the
leafy Vienna
Woods, some of
the city's sever-
al vineyards or
across lush
pastures. But
all also pass by
eateries where
walkers can
restore any
calories lost.

Free brochures (in German
only) are available at www.
‘wien.gv.at/pid/bestellen.

For general information on
travel to Vienna and other
parts of Austria, visit www.
‘wieninfo.de (in German only)
or www.austria.info.

including ancient churches,

castles and a historical observato-
Iy.

There are 11 hikes with esti-
mated walking times ranging
from two and a half hours to five
hours over distances of six to
nine miles.

For die-hard walkers, there are
also four longer versions: two
that circle the city and two that
cross it, one from north to south
and one from east to west.

“Although they go straight
across Vienna, 90 percent of
them are located in green areas,”

said.
He’s received requests for
brochures with details about the
paths from places such as Germa-
ny, the United States and Austra-
lia, but locals, especially the
elderly, make up the paths’ core
fan base. Some collect stamps in
a hiking pass to qualify for spe-
cial “Stadtwanderwege” pins.
Hanns Liharzik, 74, has mean-
dered the Vienna Woods since he

Whigdnge

Hikers study a map of one of the Viennese hiking paths, known in German as “Stadtwanderwege.”

was a child and still walks the
city hiking paths regularly.

“I think they’re a very positive
encouragement to get out in

nature,” he said.

The hikes highlight natural
areas that visitors often are sur-
prised to see in a capital, Liharzik
said.

Those that take strollers up
into the hills offer stunning pan-
oramic views of the Danube
River slicing through Vienna. On
clear days, from some vantage
points, walkers can see the dis-
tant hills of neighboring Slovakia
on the horizon.

“They give a good overview of
Vienna’s surroundings, and they
also give a good guide to nature,”
he said, adding that they can be
walked by just about anyone who
is healthy.

The paths generally are well-
marked and numbered, but bring-
ing a detailed city map to supple-
ment those printed in brochures
can be helpful. Wooden signs
carved with the word “Stadtwan-
derwege” and the path’s number
show the way.

Vandals occasionally have
twisted the signs, leading hikers
the wmng way, Fink said.

But “you can’t get really lost
in Vienna. You always end up
somewhere,” he said.
There are 11 hikes
with walking
times ranging
from two and a
half hours to five
hours. For die-
hards, there are
four longer wallks:
two that circle
the city and two
that cross it.
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Bundle up and enjoy the off-season

BY SUSAN SPANO
Los Angeles Times

ecently, I saw a couple

on the Pont des Arts, a

bridge over the Seine

that Paris picnickers
and sunbathers favor in July. But
it was December, and the two
were huddled together, wrapped
in long winter coats. She had to
take off a glove to turn the pages
of a guidebook, exposing her pale
hand to the cold. Then the wind
snatched his scarf .

I silently wished them bon
courage, because I know what
it’s like to be a tourist in the
off-season. The prices might be
right, but the elements often are
against you. Although twice as
many Americans travel in Eu-
rope in July as in February,
according fo Department of
Commerece statistics, it makes
monetary sense to buck the trend
with the dollar tanking.

Tama Taylor Holve, owner of
Willett Travel in hludlo City,
Calif,, isn't keen on traveling out
of season solely to economize.

“If you don’t enjoy cold weath-
er, no amount of money saved
will make it a great experience,”
she told me by e-mail. “For bud-
get travelers who would picnic in
the park (the off-season means)
grabbing a bite in a pub or café.
“Folks who would have walked
the city now pay for bus tours or
are relegated to the subway,
where they don’t see much.
Because of bad weather, they
might spend more time in their
hotel, and that small budget
room becomes much smaller.”

ﬁ@
So {?ﬁ:@af@'{i@@@

Budget travel guru Rick
Steves, author of “Europe
Through the Back Door,* went to
Norway in December and found
it “pretty bleak.”

“I took pictures in complete
darkness in the center of Oslo at
3:30 in the afternoon,” he said.

But Steves said he could make
a case for Paris being at its best
in winter. “People are in their
local stride,” he said. “Life goes
on without the incessant ringing
of cash registers.”

Europe in winter has unique
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advantages, which Holve be-
lieves are better reasons for
off-season travel than saving
money: smaller crowds; undivid-
ed attention from servers; con-
certs, theater, dance, opera.
When it’s low season for tourists
in Europe, it's high season for
the performing arts.

In January 2003, subzero
temperatures in St. Petersburg,
Russia, brought tears to my eyes
that froze on my lashes. But T
wouldn’t exchange that white
winter week, hearing Tchaik-
ovsky at the Philharmonia and
seeing ballet at the Mariinsky
Theatre, for all the balmy beach-
es of Hawaii.

T've always been seduced
when ads start appearing for
cut-rate winter package deals
that include air fare and accom-
modations. Every year from 1995
t0 1998, I tried a different pack-
age offered by one airline or
another, gambling that low sea-
son prices would offset the dis-
comforts of inclement weather.

Once, when I arrived in Helsin-
ki, Finland, in February, it was
wet and unseasonably warm. But
then there was a cold snap, coat-
ing the sidewalks with ice and
making the hotel’s sauna the best
spot in town. I bundled up but
still couldn’t bear to sit in the
park by wide, flat, frigid Toolo
Bay.

One afternoon, I sought refuge
in a movie theater. At night,
downtown was largely deserted,
giving it an eerie, evacuated air.

Years later, I went back to
Helsinki, this time in spring. My
memories of the winter- locked
city are needle sharp, but 've
forgotten most of what I did
there when I could go without a
coat and the birch trees were
greening.

1 used to think that every desti-
nation had its own optimum
tourist season: April in Paris, for
instance. But weather is unpre-
dictable and off-season travel
sometimes has serendipitous
benefits. In Rome one hot Au-
gust, I found an air-conditioned
trattoria where I stretched out
lunch as long as I could. The
waiter saw how reluctant I was
to go back out into the oven and
gave me a free glass of limoncel-
1o, an anesthetizing act of kind-
ness I've never forgotten.

T've also found that outdoor
places people avoid in winter are
singularly beautiful when you
can see your breath and the
snow flies.

The key to successful winter
sightseeing, Steves said, is dress-
ing warmly.

“It isn’t like dashing from the
car to the mall,” he said. “You
want to be able to stay outside
for long stretches of time.”

That and a little attitude adjust-
ment can make off-season travel
rewarding. Instead of fighting
the weather, embrace it. Walk
through London’s Hyde Park in a
downpour. Sweat freely in the
Mojave Desert in August. ('m
told it cleans out the pores.) Pray
for snow in Paris, so you can
build a snowman in Luxembourg
Garden. The locals will look
askance, but that’s all right. To
travel in any weather, you have
to be a little nuts.
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Have a ball in Prague

You won’t spend a lot to twirl on the floor at an elegant venue

BY CATHARINE FRONK-GIORDANO
Stars and Stripes

ant to waltz under a gilded ceiling and crystal
chandeliers? Sip champagne on a balcony where
presidents once addressed the nation? Polka with young
maidens in traditional Moravian dress? Or even take
home a wild boar as a prize — snout and all?
Skip the high-priced venues in Vienna and come to Prague in the
Czech Republic for an unforgettable ball season.

I can’t say that I was really dressed
for lugging around a wild pig the night I
won one at the Hunters’ Ball. High heels
and a satin floor-length evemng gown
are not really made for carrying a boar
around, even if it is frozen. But when I
saw the spark of envy in the hunter’s
eye, I did not dare to forgo my prize. It
was his eighth Hunters’ Ball, and he
hadn’t won a thing.

For me, both ball and boar were
firsts.

In the four years that I lived and
worked in Prague, my best memories
are of attending the many balls there.
My first “proper” date, the one where
the guy picks you up at your door with
flowers in hand, was also my first ball.
Four years and many balls later, I mar-
ried that date.

So if you really want to impress your
guy or gal, go to a ball. And unless you

want the high euro rate in Vienna to
bore a hole in your wallet, just keep
going east.

Nothing spells opulence on the cheap
as much as Prague’s ball season. Where
attending a ball in Vienna can set you
back several hundred dollars a person, a
night of polkas and waltzes in Prague
will cost you as little as $40. And that
includes two bottles of Czech bubbly!

The Hunters’ Ball, held annually at
the neo-renaissance National House in
the Vinohrady neighborhood, is one of
the best of the season. The event is
organized by the local hunting society,
just as in the old days when guilds and
trade unions organized annual balls for
their members.

Every year, hunters shoot game for
the ball’s much-anticipated raffle. To
entice ball-goers to buy tickets, they set
up a display in one of the smaller ball-

CHRKOMORAYRIA MYNLIVECKA JEres
A, o

rooms: frozen deer, boars, rabbits and
pheasants stand in their full glo
with antlers, snouts, feathers and all. If
you yearn for one, beware: Raffle tick-
ets go really fast. The second year I
attended, I arrived half an hour late and
found that the raffle was sold out.

If you cry every time you see the
movie “Bambi,” you might want to skip
this ball in favor of the Moravian Ball.

Moravia is known as the wine region

Tickets like
these are
passports to a
night of elegance
mixed with
frozen game at
the Hunters’ Ball
in the capital

of the Czech
Republic.

of the Czech Republic and the Moravi-
ans are considered the more fun-loving
and easy-going part of the population.

And it shows.

Moravian maidens blaze along the
stage of the main ballroom in their rich,
embroidered folk costumes as the men
perform hair-raising dance tricks with
scythes in a fast and marvelously coordi-
nated harvest dance.

SEE BALLS, PAGE 26

Photo courtesy of the National House of Vinohrady
Many balls in Prague feature several different bands in one evening, and often one will be a full-size big band like this one at the National House of Vinohrady.
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New Year... New Car

Ready for a replacement, or just need a second family car?

New, Used &
Refinanced
Autos

More rate discounts available
No payment for 90 days

Comtact us for detoils!

Ansbach - Bamberg - Baumholder - Garmisch - Heidelberg - Hohenfels

[
se r v' c e Mannheim - Ramstein - Spangdahlem - Stutigart - Vilseck - Vogelweh
www.servicecu.org
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BALLS, FROM PAGE 24

The Moravian Ball, an annual
tribute to the Greek god Bacchus
that is held at the National House
of Smichov, is also one of the best
balls to attend if you, like me, are
no Fred or Ginger. The many
performances offer plenty to look
at. If your date insists on a twirl
on the floor, choose the polka.
Played many, many times at the
Moravian Ball (and all the other
balls), it is a dance that can be
managed even by those with two
left feet. Just skip sideways a few
times and then back again.

Still not convinced you can do
it? Just get a bottle of the always-

were in the early 1900s.

Waltz beneath the painted alle-
gories of music, dance, poetry and
drama in the Smetana Hall, the
main ballroom. Then, seat your-
self at one of the marble tables
with gilded footrests in the Confec-
tionary Room. With its rich stucco
decorations and mirrored walls, it
is the perfect environment to
enjoy one of the sweets on offer.

Or, sip champagne in the May-
or’s Room, beneath the frescos
painted by the famous art-deco
artist Alphonse Mucha, who also
designed the space. Then, catch a
breath of fresh air on the balcony
where the first president of the

abundant Czechoslovak
Moravian wine Republic
and in no time addressed his
you'll be danc- _ 1 FEVED new, indepen-
ing the polka ind o ! dent country.
like a pro. Just \ Once, several
don't try to RggEgn o \ friends and T
imitate any 5 managed to
slick dance sneak out onto
‘moves with the famous
- 'SLOVAKIA

the harvesting Vienna balcony for a
tools. o) isTria toast, even

If you really HUNGARY though it is
want to im- SrsmoSupes  officially
press your off-limits.

date, go to the Municipal House’s
Representational Ball. Although
you could take a tour of the build-
ing during the day, the best way
to see it is by going to the ball.
Built at the turn of the 20th
century, the building is an ode to
the Czech art-nouveau movement,
which peaked a little later here
than in the rest of the world. Since
the ball is meant to represent the

So, dust off you dancing shoes
and find that evening gown in the
back of your closet. Because Pra-
gue’s ball season is under way
and about to hit its peak in Febru-
ary.

Oh, and just in case you are
wondering how I managed to get
that boar from the Hunters’ Ball
home ... it involved a cab, the
police and a bus ride. But that is
an entirely different story.

beauty of the House,
the main rooms are open and
many are used the same way they

Catharine Fronk-Giordano is an archivist
at Stars and Stripes’ central office in
Washington, D.C.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JAN ZAVREL/THE MUNICIPAL HOUSE, PRAGUE

/AND THE NATIONAL

Dancers glide under 19th-century gil
at the National House of Vinohrady in Prague.

HOUSE OF VINOHRADY

Ided chandeliers in the main ballroom

If you want to waltz in

Getting there

You can reach Prague by plane, train or
automobile.

« Plane: There are daily direct flights
from all the major European airports. You
will fly into Ruzyn airport, about 6 miles
(or 10 kilometers) from the city center. To
get to the city, you can take public transpor-
tation (Bus 119). Buy a ticket before you
board at one of the ticket vending machines
for 12 Czech crowns (about 54 cents).
There are also special shuttle buses and
airport taxis.

« Train: There are two train stations in
Prague: Hlavni Nadrazi (Main Railway
station) and Masarykovo Nadrazi
(Masaryk’s Railway Station). Most trains
originating from other European countries
go to the Main Railway Station. As at any
train station, be on the lookout for pickpock-
ets and resist any accommodation offered
by strangers.

For train schedules, go to the Web at:
wwwjizdnirady.cz.

« Automobile: Although Prague is very ac-
cessible by car, the weather at the height of
ball season can be rather treacherous,
especially on the German-Czech border.
Heavy snow and icy conditions are not
uncommon. If you do decide to travel by
car, be sure to check the forecast for your
route.

Where to stay

Prague is filled with accommodation
choices, from small, cozy hotels to the big
chains, such as Marriot and Holiday Inn.
When you book, be sure to check out the
hotel’s Web site and/or ask about special
rates. Since it’s off-season, many hotels
offer good deals. Here are some places to
start:

« Prague Information Service:
WWW.pis.cz.

« Czech Tourism Board:
www.czechtourism.com.

Getting around

Prague has an excellent public transpor-
tation system. You can get anywhere either
by trams or metro, and there are even
night trams that run into the wee hours of
the morning.

A good Web site for information about
the public transportation system is:
www.myczechrepublic.com/prague/

transporta
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No Hunters’ Ball would be complete without a Czech folk ba
House of Vinohrady.
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Above: Czech tradition dictates that every ball is opened with a performance of professional dancers,
like these at the National House of Vinohrady.
At left: Ball-goers at the National House of Vinohrady climb its red-carpeted stairway.

Upcoming balls in Prague

Even( Hlln(ers Ball

m. Feb. 11

Locatmn Nanonal House of Vinohrady (Narodni Dum na Vinohradech);
Namesti Miru 9, Prague 2

Tickets: 250-340 Czech crowns (about $11-$16)

Event: Moravian Ball
When: 8 p.m. Feb. 19

Location: National House of Smichov (Narodni Dum na Smichove);
Namesti 14. Rijna, Prague 5

Tickets: 200-400 Czech crowns ($9-518)

Event: i Ball of the icipal House
When: 8 p.m. March S
° Location: The Municipal House (Obecni Dum); Namesti Republiky S, Prague 1
th e C Z e ch c a lt al Tickets: Prices to be determined; tickets go on sale a month prior to the event.
p Event: Representational Ball of the National House of Vinohrady
When: 8 p.m. March 18
ton.html, + Halo Taxi: www.halotaxi.cz; (+420)  Location: National House of Vinohrady (Narodni Dum na Vinohradech);
. ket in the i v Miru 9, Prague
0 stamp your ticket in the ticket 244 114-411. Namesti
ther before you descend to the Tickets: 250 340 crech crowns (S11-516).
i ight aft boardthe  )ini 3 ) )
e e oy 1, Dining + National House of Vinohrady (Narodni Dum na Vinohradech),
phone: (+420) 221 596 232; ask for Ms. Benesova. E-mail: pokladna@nardum.cz;

."pfyzeff,:‘e?’fii“;‘f}f 1:::,’,?,?2 i‘;ﬂd Suﬁ’:c‘zf’ﬂe:‘“,;v;ﬁ gg'f“‘f']:l;f:fd"‘,’j‘&‘myp",“r - National House of Smichov (Narodni Dum na Smichove); phone: (+420) 257 099 999;
stamped) on the spot. Jings. Pragues dining scenc has exploded * Municipal House (Obecni Dum), phone: (+420) 222 002 101; E-mail: info@obecni-dum.cz.
t to travel by cab, it’s best to in the last five years, and you can get any- _ .
the reputable taxi services listed  thing from Thai to Cuban, from fusion to CATHARINE FRONK-GIORDANO
20t get a cab from any of the French. Both English-language publica-
‘es in the city, as that is the tions The Prague Tribune (monthly) and
ay to get ripped off. The Prague Post (weekly) offer reviews of

restaurants. Both are available at most

Sservice wwanataxicn [, Ther Web st

* www.prague-tribune.cz
* WWw.praguepost.com.

Dress eode

None of the balls listed here is a white tie
and tails event. For women, a full-length
gown is preferred, but a cocktail dress is
acceptable. For men, a tuxedo is the stylish
way to go, but a dark suit is what most men
wear.

Sneak peek

Want a little preview of the venues? Two
mentioned in the article on Page 24 have
Web sites with beautiful photographs of the
facilities, inside and out:

* Municipal House (Obecni Dum), Web
site www.obecni-dum.cz.

* The National House of Vinohrady
(Narodni Dum na Vinohradech), Web site
‘www.nardum.cz. Although there is an
English page, only the Czech page has a
virtual tour of the building. Click on the The art-nouveau facade of the Municipal House in Prague with its many statues and frescos
e thi . blue-colored link in the right hand corner  makes for a magnificent ball entrance.
nd like this one at the National to access it.

— CATHARINE FRONK-GIORDANO
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Ski Clubs & Events

COMPILED BY
KAREN BRADBURY
Stars and Stripes

This column lists ski events as
space allows. The fastest way to
add, correct or update a listing is to
send information by e-mail to: tray
el@mail.estripes.osd.mil. You also
may fax it to: (+49) (0) 6155-
601-416. If you have questions,
please call +49, 0 6155-601-380.

Clubs

ITALY

AVIANO SKI CLUB

Area: Northern Italy

Web site: www.avianoskiclub.com
Telephone 0434 366
185 (Gloria Leonarduzzi,
Vice President)

Trips: Jan. 28-30,
Sella Ronda and Arab-
ba, $150; Lake Bled,
Slovenia, $190; March
11-13, Molltaler Gla-
cier, Austria, $120.

GERMANY

FRANKFURT INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB

Telephone: 069-9720-3669
E-mail: info@fiscweb.org

Web site: www fiscweb.org

Trips: Jan. 21-23, Davos, Switz.,
285 euros; Jan. 28-30, Andermatt,
Switz., 195 euros; Jan. 29,
Schwarzwald, Germany, 40 euros;
Feb. 4-8, Champoluc, Italy, 425
euros; Feb. 4-6, Adelboden, Switz.,
255 euros; Feb. 11-13, Villars,
Switz., 245 euros; Feb. 12-19, St.
Veit Il, Austria, 380 euros; Feb.
18-20, Verbier, Switz., 195 euros;
Feb. 18-21, Crans-Montana, 265
euros; Feb. 25-27, Zell am See,
Austria, 200 euros; Feb. 26-March
5, Banff, Canada, 780 euros;
March 4-6, Disentis/Sedrun,
Switz., 185 euros; March 10-13,
Chamonix, France, 295 euros;
March 11-13, Laax/Flims/Falera,
Switz., 295 euros; March 18-20,
Klosters, Switz., 255 euros; March
24-28, St. Moritz, Switz., 340
euros; March 26-April 2, Val
Thorens, France, 485 euros; April
1-3, St. Anton I, Austria, 205 euros;
April 8-10, Lech, Austria, 205
euros; April 14-17, Zermatt,
Switz., 295 euros; April 28-May 1,
Ischgl, Austria, 270 euros; June
16-19, Chiemsee Adventure,
Germany, 285 euros; July 1-4,
Séchsische Schweiz, Germany, 265
euros. These are first sign-up prices;
prices then increase by 10 euros.
Airfare not included in price of Banff
trip.

GRAFENWOHR SKI
AND SNOWBOARD-
ING CLUB

Area:
Grafenwohr/Vilseck
Telephone: DSN
476-1560, or civilian
0964-1831560
E-mail: anthony.neaverth@
us.army.mil orGRAFSKICLUB@hot-
mail.com

Trips: Feb. 17-25, Dolomitz, Italy,
price TBA; March 18-20, Zell am
See, Austria, price TBA.

HEIDELBERG
INTERNATIONAL SKI CLUB
Telephone: 06202-577-8422 or
06221-57-5352, or DSN 370-5352
E-mail: president@heidelbergski.
com
Web site: www.heidelbergski.com
rips: Jan. 28-30, Wengen,
Switz., 225 euros; Feb. 4-6, Verbi-
erll, 160 euros; Feb. 11-13,
Crans Montana, Switz., 290 euros;
Feb. 18-21, Bad Hofgastein,
Austria, 325 euros; Feb. 18-21,
Flims Lax, Switz., 225 euros; Feb.
20-26, St. Veit Il, Austria, 400
euros; March 4-6, Zell am See,
Austria, 190 euros; March 18-20,
Davos/ Klosters, Switz., 245 euros;
March 19-26, Tignes, France, 765
euros; April 1-3, Engelberg, Switz.,
285 euros; April 8-10, Arlberg, 210
euros; April 9-16, Val
Thorens (200-340 euros);
April 29- May 1, Ischgl
(220 euros); May 27-30,
Bodensee (290 euros).
KAISERSLAUTERN SKI
CLUB

Telephone: 06303-4751

Verbier, Switz., 140 euros; April
9-16, Meribel, France, price TBA,
slope-side apartments. Prices based
on double occupancy, supplement
for singles.

PATCH SKI CLUB

Area: Stuttgart

Telephone: DSN 430-5789
E-mail: info@psc-ski.org

Web site: www.patchskiclub.org

Trips: Jan. 28-30, Zell am See,
Austria, 205 euros; Feb. 4-6, Engel-
berg, Switz., 190 euros; Feb.
18-21, Jungfrau, Switz., 230
euros; March 4-6, Gstaad, Switz.,
200 euros; March 17-20, Cha-
monix, France, 390 euros; il
7-10, St. Moritz, Switz., April
7-10, April 9-16, Val Thcrens,
France, 320 euros; April 29-May
1, Ischgl, Austria, 220 euros; May
27-30, Lermoos, Austria, 200
euros; May 27-30, Siegi Golf
|-St.Veit, Austria, 260 euros. Costs
quoted are based on double ocou-
pancy.

TANNENBAUM SKI CLUB
Military Com-

E-mail: carp
Web site: http:/www.geocities.
com/k_townskiclub/

com

Trips: Jan. 28-30, Wilde Kaiser,
Austria, 145 euros; Feb. 11-13,
Serfaus, Austria, 185 euros; Feb.
17-21, Chamonix, France, 430
euros; Feh. 26-March 5, Trois
Vallées, France, 480 euros; March
18-20, L Switz., 210

Area:

munity, Eifel, Baumholder, Man-
nheim regions, Rheinland-Pfalz and
Spangdahlem

E-mail: David Hanavan, dave@tan-
nenbaumskiclub.com; Rick Kane,
rickVP @tannenbaumskiclub.com

Telephone: 06301-3478
Web address:

Kiclub.

euros; April 1-3, Verbier, Switz.,
150 euros; April 22-24, Lech,
Austria, 215 euros. A non-refund-
able 50-euro deposit is required for
all trip sign-ups.

LABER SKI CLUB

Area: Southem Germany, Austria
and Northern Italy

Telephone: CIV 08822 9481 3100,
DSN 440-2366

E-mail: President Tim Payne at
Payne.timothy @natoschool.nato.int
Web site: www.natoschool.nato.int,
select "NATO School Lodge &
Community Club”

Trips: Jan. 16, Brixen im Thale,
Austria; Jan. 22, Lermoos, Austria;
Feb. 5-6, Koenig Lang Lauf (cross
country), O 1, Germany;

Trips: Jan. 30-Feb. 5, Siegi Ski
Week II, St. Veit-Alpendorf, Austria,
375 euros; Feb. 4-6, Gstaad,
Switz., 195 euros; Feb. 18-21,
Verbier-4 Valleys, Switz., 210 euros;
Feb. 18-21, Portes des Soleil,
France, 245 euros; Feb. 18-21,
Bad Gastein, Austria, 235 euros;
March 4-6, Jungfrau, Switz., 160
euros; March 11-13, Laax-Flims,
185 euros; April 1-3, Engelberg,
Switz., 200 euros; April 8-10, St.
Anton, Austria, 165 euros; April
29-May 1, Ischgl, Austria, 205
euros. Prices based on double
occupancy. All trips are by bus
except the Siegi trips, which are
U-drives. U-drive arrangements can
be made for other trips.

Feb. 12, Ratschings, Austria; Feb.
25-27, Switz. (TBD); March 6,
Seefeld, Austria; March 12, Ischgl,
Austria; March 19-20, Passo
Pordoi, ltaly; April 2, Zugspitz,
Germany.
MANNHEIM INTERNATIONAL
SKICLUB
Telephone: Janet-Anne Boykin
at 06206-75268
E-mail: boykinjanj@hotmail.com
Web site:
http://iski.no-ip.info
Trips: Jan. 21-23,
Gnndelwald Switz., 125
euros; Jan, 22-29,
Kitzblhel, Austria, 330
euros, half-pension; Jan.
28-30, Lech/Zurs/St.
Anton, Switz., 130 euros;
Feb. 4-6, Portes du
Soleil, 145 euros; Feb. 18-21, St.
Anton, Austria, 180 euros, bed and
reakfast; Feb. 25-27, Portes du
Sole\l 145 euros; March 4-6,
Lech/Zurs/St. Anton, Austria, 130
euros; March 11-13, Montafon,
Austria, 130 euros; March 18-20,

ALZ TONAL
SKICLUB

Area: Kaiserslautem Military Com-

Web site: www.westpfalzskiclub.
org

Telephone: 06371-598537
E-mail: kdsowell@interquest.de
Trips: Feb. 18-21, Jungfrau,
Switz., 230 euros; March 6-12, St.
Veit, Austria, 390 euros, including
ski school; March 11-13, Zell Am
See, Austria, 220 euros; April
8-10, Lech, Austria, 220 euros;
April 29-May 1, Ischg, Austria,
215 euros.

WURZBURG INTERNATIONAL
SKICLUB

Telephone: 06109-1181562
E-mail: wskiclub @hotmail.com
Web site: www.wskiclub.org
Trips: Feb. 18-21, Verbier,
Switz., 220 euros; March 4-6,
Jungfrau, Switz., 190 euros; April
9-16, Trois Val\ees France,
200-315 euros; April 29-May 1,

Ischgl, Austria, 230 euros; May
13-15, Landeck, Austria, price
TBA; May 28-31, St Veit, Austria,
price TBA.

Qutdoor
Recreation

ITALY

VICENZA OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Jan. 29, Feb. 19, March
5 and 26, Obereggen, Italy; Jai
15, Feb. 5, March 12 and Api
2, San Martino, Italy; Jan. 17, Feb.
12 and March 19, Alleghe, ltaly.
Sign up the Sunday before. DSN
634-7453.

GERMANY

BAUMHOLDER OUTDOOR
RECREATION: Jan. 21-23, Feb.
25-27, March 11-13, Interlaken,
Switz., $125 transport and equip-
ment rental, hostel lodging $25 a
night, lft passes, two days for 72
euros, non-skiers welcome, Gastein,
Austria, $315; Jan. 29-30,
Garmisch, Germany, $195; Feb. 5
and 19 Black Forest (Feldberg),
$65 adults, $45 children; Feb.
10-14 Austria ski weekend,
Gastein, $415 per person. DSN
7182.

GIESSEN OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 5, Winterberg, Ger-
many, $59; Feb. 12-13 Black
Forest (Feldberg), Germany, with
one ovemight, $119 adults, $69
ages 4-11, $19 ages 3 and under;
Feb. 19-21, Garmisch, Germany,
with two ovemnights, $199/109/49;
Feb. 26, Garmisch, Germany, with
one overnight in new Edelweiss
Hotel, $139/89/49. Feb. 26, Winter-
berg, Germany, $59. Hotel rates
quoted are based on double room
occupancy. DSN 343-8202.
HANAU OUTDOOR
RECREATION: Jan.
22-23, Feb. 24-25
and 28-29, Black
Forest, Germany,
overnight with two ski
days, $109 adutts, $89
children; Jan. 28-29,
Kaprun, Austria, over-
night with two ski days, $149 adults,
$99 children; Feb. 6-8, Hintertux,
Austria, overnight with two ski days,
price TBA; Feb. 13-16, Oberam-
mergau, Garmisch, Germany, three
ovemights, price TBA. DSN
322-6015 or CIV 06183-516015.

KAISERSLAUTERN OUTDOOR
RECREATION: Jan. 15, express
to Engelberg, Switz., $55; Jan. 16,
express to Feldberg, Germany, $45.
Jan. 21-23, Lauterbrunnen, Switz.,
$149; Jan. 21-23, Jan. 22, ex-
press to Garmisch, Germany, $45
adults, $35 children ; Jan. 26,
express to Obertsdorf, Germany,
$45 adults, $35 children; Jan.
28-30, weekend to St. Moritz,
Switz., $185; Jan. 29, express to
Jungfrau, Switz., $55 adults, $45
children; Feb. 4-6, weekend to
Garmisch, Germany, $179; Feb. 5,
express to St. Anton, Austria, $55
adults, $45 children; Feb. 9, ex-
press to Feldberg, Germany, $45
adults, $35 children; Feb. 11-13,
Laax-Flims, Switz., cost TBA; Feb.
12, express to Engelberg, Switz.,
$55 adults, $45 children; Feb.
18-21, weekend in Lauterbrunnen,

Switz., $195; Feb. 19, express to
Jungfrau, Switz., $55 adults, $45
children. Kaiserslautern ODR also
offers ski and snowboard repair.
DSN 489-7751 or civilian
0631-536-7751.

KATTERBACH OUTDOOR REC-
REATION: Jan. 29, Feb. 12, day
in Garmisch, Germany; DSN
467-3225 or CIV 09802-83-3225.
MANNHEIM OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Jan. 15 and 29, Feb. 19
and 26, March 12 and 26 and

5,1;
and 19 and March 5 and 19,
Feldberg, Germany, $35 plus lft.
Feb. 12; Single Soldier 2 for 1
special to Feldberg, $35 plus lift;
Feb. 21; family trip to Feldberg,
$25 plus lift; March 19, teen trip to
Feldberg ($25 plus lif). MOR's ski

swap is from Feb. 1 to April 1;
bring in equipment you no longer
use or just come in and browse.
MOR also rents snowboards and
performs ski maintenance. DSN
381-7215 or 381-7232, civilian
0621-730-7215 or 0621-730-7232;
or fax 0621- 721653. Volunteer
instructors are needed; please call
DSN 381-7200.

RAMSTEIN OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION (KMC): Feldberg, Germa-
ny, Jan. 22, Feb. 5 and 12.
Feldberg, Black Forest, $60 includ-
ing lift. DSN 480-5705 or CIV
06371-47-5705.

SPANGDAHLEM OUTDOOR
RECREATION: Feb. 18-20 and
March 11-13, Gstaad, Switz.,
$265 dorms, $344 doubles, 25-per-
cent discount for chil-
dren under 12; Jan.
21-23, Feb. 11-13,
March 11-13, Black
Forest, Feldberg,
Germany, $275 dou-
bles. Reservations are
required one week in
advance; children
under age 18 must be
accompanied by an adult. DSN
452-7170 or CIV 06565-61-7176.

STUTTGART OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Jan. 23-30, Shonried,
Switz., $590 adults, $295 children
under 17; Feb. 3, Feldberg, Germa-
ny, $30 with equipment rental, $15
without; Feb. 5, March 12 and
18 and April 2, St. Gallenkirch,
Austria, $30 with equipment rental,
$15 without; Feb. 18-21, St. Gal-
lenkirch, Austria, price TBA; April
10-17, St. Gallenkirch, Austria,
$590 adults, $295 children. DSN
431-2774.

WIESBADEN OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Jan. 15 and 29, Feld-
berg, Black Forest, $45; Jan. 22,
Engelberg, Switz., $55; Jan.
22-23, Feldberg, $175; Feb. 2, ski
maintenance clinic, $15 Feb. 5
Black Forest (Feldberg), $45; Feb.
11-14 Ski Austria, $355; Feb. 12
and 26 Engelberg, Switz., $55;
Feb. 16, snowboard maintenance
clinic, $15; Feb. 19-20, Feldberg,
Germany, Black Forest, $175. DSN
337-5760 (Anderson Barracks) or
DSN 334-5818 (Dexheim).
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SERVING AMERICANS SINCE 1962
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Volksmarch

f you're in the area for the Schwep-

penhausen, Germany, volksmarch,

head toward Bingen and catch the

beautiful view of the Rhine from the
small pull-off spot above the city. This is
a great opportunity to photograph the
Niederwalddenkmal, the massive monu-
ment commemorating German unifica-
tion after the 1871 victory over the
French. It towers above the river and the
popular Riidesheim
tourist city.

To visit the Nieder-
walddenkmal or even
Riidesheim, take the
inexpensive ferry at
Bmgen across the
river and you'll end
up right smack in
Riidesheim. From
there, follow the signs
through the town and
up to the monument.
Parking is only a few
euros and a few hun-
dred meters away from the Niederwald-
denkmal. This is always one of my favor-
ite places — it has an awesome view,
especially on a sunny day.

Now, if Ulm is closer to home, walk in
Ul -Unterweiler and vist the Ulmer
Miinster cathedral. Only slightly dam-
aged during World War II, the Gothic
cathedral was finished in 1890 after 513
years of construction and boasts the high-
est church tower in the world (530 feet).
It is a magnificent sight, especially at
night. Climb the 768 steps to the top for a
nominal fee and take in the view of the
Black Forest. I've been told that on a
clear day you can even see all the way to
the Swiss Alps.

Regardless of the part of the world in
‘which you live, combine sightseeing with
your volksmarching trips ... you'll see
more of the world in a day than many see
in a lifetime!

Jennifer West

Miscellaneous notes about this week’s
volksmarch events:

+ Hosting its first Jugend-Wandertag
(youth walking day), the Wanderfreunde
Dietkirchen 1911 e.V., Germany, is award-
ing a porcelain doll (with stand) for com-
pleting the 5-, 10- or 20-kilometer trails
on Saturday and Sunday. The finish time
for all trails each day is 5 p.m.

+ The Trio Kraus will play for the
crowd at Unterpleichfeld, Germany, on
Sunday at 9 am.; plan accordingly if you
want to walk that day as well as listen to
. The Blaskapelle des MV
h will be in the Riederich, Germa-
ny, start hall on Sunday (there was no
start time provided in the brochure).

* The office set souvenir at Ruit, Ger-
many, consists of a calculator, a pair of
scissors and a letter opener.

* A few notes from Clark Soeldner, our
Italian walking connection:

This is the second edition of “La Pan-
oramica,” a panoramic walk in Muris di
Ragogna. The 3K is especially for chil-
dren. The flyer notes the course is mostly
on trails and forested roads as it traverses
Monte di Muris. The 10K and 17K have a
300-meter dislivello, making them effec-
tively 13K and 20K.

« If there’s enough snow in Strass im
Zillertal, Austria, cross-country skiers
will be able to choose between 10- and
20-kilometer trails, while walkers can
trek along a 10- Kilometer course. The
start window is 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.; the last
finish time is 5 p.m. If you want the
B-medal souvenir, it will cost you 2 euros,
whereas if you don’t want a prize, you'll
pay 1.50 euros.

Here are events sanctioned by the International Federation of Popular Sports (Internationaler Volkssportverband, or IVV) near U.S. military installations in

Europe. Locations are noted in the host language when possible. Find more extensive lists on the Web at www.ivv.or

Country/Town Day(s) and Time(s) Code Km. Starting Point Award Directional Reference
Austria
Strass im Zillertal Sun 0700-1300 F 5&10 Festsaal Clown NE of Innsbruck
Strass im Zillertal Sun 0700-1300 Ski 10&20 Festsaal Clown NE of Innsbruck
France
Bindernheim Sat & Sun 0800-1400 F 10&20  Salle polyvalente No award SW of Lahr, GE
Germany
Dietkirchen Sat 0730-1400, Sun 0730-1300  BFX 58&10 Dorfgemeinschaftshaus Doll HE, N of Limburg
Dietkirchen Sat & Sun 0730-1300 BFXY 20 Dorfgemeinschaftshaus Doll HE, N of Limburg
Eppelborn Sat 0730-1300, Sun 0730-1200 BFX25 5& 10 Aula Realschule B-medal SAR, NW of Neunkirchen
Haspelmoor Sat & Sun 0700-1200 F 5,10,20 Tumhalle Kids & sleigh figurine  MOB, SE of Augsburg
Hemhofen Sat & Sun 0700-1200 BFNXY36 & 11 TSV Sportheim imbrella FRM, N of Erlangen
Lauterbach/Hessen Sun 0800-1400 BFX 58&10 Vogelsbergschule B-medal HE, NW of Fulda
Mindelstetten Sat 1100-1600, Sun 0700-1200  BF 58&10 Markthalle B-medal MOB, NE of Ingolstadt
Riederich Sun 0730-1400 BFPS 5&10 Gutenberghalle Gnome BWS, SE of Stuttgart
uit Sat & Sun 0800-1400 BFX 6&12 Festhalle Office set BWN, N of Pforzheim
Schwarzhofen Sat & Sun 0700-1100 F 5&10 Volksschule Stuffed dog BWS, SE of Stuttgart
R Sat & Sun 0800-1400 BFX 6&12 Festhalle Office set BWS, SE of Stuttgart
R Sat & Sun 0800-1400 BFX 6&12 Festhalle Office set OPF, NE of Schwandorf
Schweppenhausen Sat & Sun 0800-1300 F 5,10, 15 SchloBgartenhalle No award RP, NW of Bad Kreuznach
Ulm-Unterweiler Sat 1200-1400, Sun 0700-1300 F 6&11 Festhalle Candle holders BWS, S of Uim
Unterpleichfeld Sat & Sun 0700-1400 BFPX2.56 & 11 Mehrzweckhalle B-medal FRU, N of Wiirzburg
Unterpleichfeld Sat & Sun 0700-1200 BFPX2.520 Mehrzweckhalle B-medal FRU, N of Wiirzburg
Italy
Muris di Ragogna Sun 0900-1000 F 3,10,17 Central Sociale No award NW of San Daniele del Friuli
Pontemanco Sun 0830-0930 F 7,13,19  Follow signs No award S of Padova.
San Bonifacio Sun 0830-0900 F 7,11,21  Centro Wine & pasta pack S of Soave
Netherlands
Gulpen Sun 0800-1400 - 5&10 Ontmoetingscentrum No award SE of Maastricht
Gulpen Sun 0800-1300 - 15 Ontmoetingscentrum No award SE of Maastricht
Gulpen Sun 0800-1200 - 25 Ontmoetingscentrum No award SE of Maastricht
Switzerland
Arbon Sat & Sun 0800-1300 - 5&10  Gewerbeschulhaus Cow glass N of St. Gallen
United Kingdom
Cawthomne Sun 0930 - 5&15  The Spencer Arms No award NW of Barnsley
Llanwrtyd Wells Sat 0900-1000 F 15&25 Neuadd Arms Hotel ‘Souvenir SW of Builth-Wells
Llanwrtyd Wells Sat 0900-1000 M 40 Neuadd Arms Hotel Souvenir SW of Builth-Wells
Silkstone Common Sun 1030 5&10 Station Inn Souvenir SW of Barnsley
GENERAL CODES 100 miles
B - Awards from past events  er-friendly
available (B-medals) T - Evening/Night walk, carry a Q
C - Bring a cup for free refresh- flashlight -
R o e 100 km Baltic Sea
D - Wash facilities at start hall  supply lasts

F- Free refreshment at control
points
M - Marathon or long-distance
event

N - Nordic walking event

P - Music at start hall

S - Stroller-friendly trails

s - Shorter trail noted as stroll-

W - Course suitable for wheel-
chairs

Y - Young-Walkers™-Tour or
Bambini-Liga event

2.5 - Reduced price of 2.50
euros for start card & B-medal
3 - Reduced price of 3 euros for
start card & B-medal

RP - Rheinland-Pfalz
Hi ssen

SAR - Saarland
BWN - Baden-Wiirttemberg
Nord

GERMAN STATE/REGION CODES:

SHH - THS - Thiri

Hamburg FRO - Oberfranken (Upper

NDS - Niedersachsen/Beriin Franken)

NRW - FRM - (Middle
Franken)

FRU - Unterfranken (Lower
Franken]

SCH - Schwaben
OPF - Oberpfalz
N

Nordrhein-
Westfalen

E-mail your comments and Volksmarch information to
Jennifer West at volksmarch@mail.estripes.osd.mil.
Write her at: Volksmarch Column, Stars and Stripes, Bldg
2899, Pulaski Barracks, APO AE 09227-3717 (MPS).

BWS - Baden-Wii B-
Siid MOB - Miinchen-Oberbayern
VOLKMARCH WEB SITES
W Canada — L ] r.be:
W United Kln_gdom —
= . bwt-vv.org.uk
http:/fava.org/clubs/germany,
www.dvv-wandern.de and B United States —
members7/hiwc/index US. volksmarching informa-
tion is also available from the
. American Vol Associa-
ly Booker
der.iol.it/stevehs/walking.htmi tlon;Yjoo1kac pibtoed)

Suite 101, Universal City,
Texas 78148

GERMANY

ANYIOd

Thurlngenlsachsen
Y
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"Tours

COMPILED BY
KAREN BRADBURY
Stars and Stripes

To add or change a listing, send it
via e-mail at least two weeks ahead
of the desired publication date to
travel @mail.estripes.osd.mil. If
you have questions, call (+49) (0)
6155-60-268.

GERMANY

Baumholder Outdoor Recre-
ation: Jan. 15, Paris one-day
express, $85 adult, children to age
15 half price; Feb. 12, Amsterdam
one-day express, $85 adults, chil-
dren half price. DSN 485-7182 go to
www.armygermany.

Kaiserslautern Outdoor Recre-
ation: Jan. 16, ice skating, $20;
Jan. 21-23, Paris city visit, $169;
Jan. 30, spa day, $35 adult, $30
child. DSN 489-7751 or CIV
0631-536-7751.

Katterbach Outdoor Recre-
ation: "One-Day Wander" trips:
Jan. 27, ice skating in Nimberg;
Feb. 3, Nimberg Natural History
Museum. For prices, call DSN
467-3225 or CIV 09802-83-3225.

Ramstein (KMC) RTT Destina-
tions Unlimited: Jan. 15 and 30,
Feb. 6, 12, 20 and 27, Rhine
Castles, cruise, and wine tasting,
$89; Jan. 14-16 and Feb. 18-20,
Prague and Karlovy Vary, Czech
Republic, $189; Jan 22 and Feb.
26, tour of Cochem Castle and
knight's dinner, $89; Jan 29-30
and Feb. 19-20, Brussels and
Brugge, $169; Jan 22, King Lud-
wig's castles, $99; Feb. 7, Camival
in Mainz, $39; Feb. 12, King Lud-
wig's castles, $99; Feb. 19.

Flight tours from Frankfurt:
March 13-20, Moscow and St.
Petersburg, 1049 euros; April
8-15, Egypt, 1139 euros; April
9-16, Beijing and Xian, China,
1329 euros.

For bus and flight tours, contact
DSN 480-6330/489-7064/496-
7719, or go to www.RTTtravel.com.

Spangdahlem Outdoor Recre-
ation: Jan. 18-March 31, hunting
course, $125 (guns included; ammu-
nition not included); Jan. 29, hunt-
ing and fishing expo trip, $30 per
person, min. age 12 with guardian.
Call DSN 452-7170 or COMM
06565-61-7170.

‘Spangdahlem Information,
Tickets and Travel: Jan. 15,
Switzerland Express/Luceme; $84
adult, $78 child; Jan. 15, Cologne
City and Chocolate Museum, $44
adult, $39 child; Jan. 22, Cochem
Castle and medieval dinner, $79;
Jan. 28-29, Camnivale Express,
$125; Jan. 28-29, London Ex-
press, $115 adult, $105 child; Jan.
29, Niimberg and Dachau Concen-
tration Camp, $79 adult, $69 child.
Call DSN 452-6567 or CIV
06565-61-6567.

Wiesbaden Outdoor Recre-
ation: Jan. 25 and Feb. 1, rock
climbing at Nieder Olm, $20; Feb.
14, ice skating in Frankfurt. DSN
337-5760.

USO Kaiserslautern: Jan.
14-16, Prague and Karlovy Vary,
includes overnight and city tours,
$199 per adult double occupancy,
$189 child, $45 single supplement;
Jan. 15, Bavarian fairy tale castles,
includes Hohenschwangau and
Neuschwanstein, $99 adutt, $95
child; Jan. 15, Brussels by night,

$59; Jan. 21-23, shopping in
Boleslawic, Poland, with overnight,
$139; Jan. 22, Luxembourg tour
and military cemetery, adult $59,
child $49; Jan. 22, Munich and
Dachau concentration camps,
including tour of city, $69; Jan. 22,
day trip to Paris with city tour; adult
$99, child $89; Jan. 22, Rhine
River fortresses, including visits to
Marksburg and Ehrenbreitstein,
adult $49, child $45, Jan. 23, day
trip to Tongeren, Belgium's antique
and flea market, adult $39, child
$35; Jan. 29, Black Forest cuckoo
clock shopping and museum visit;
adult $45, child $39; Jan. 29,
CentrO Mall, $39; Jan. 29, Heidel-
berg Castle and city tour, $35 adutt,
$29 child; Jan. 29, Military Heritage
Tour to Bastogne, $69; Jan. 29,
Rothenburg tour, adult $49, child
$39; Feb. 3-6, Camevale in Venice
and sightseeing in Florence, includ-
ing boat tour, hotel night in Venice
and city tour of Florence, $259 per
person double occupancy, $30
single supplement.

Contact USO at Vogelweh Main
Exchange shopping center, DSN
489-6033, CIV 0631-536-6033;
Ramstein Passenger Terminal,
DSN 480-6326, CIV 06371-42623;
Landstuhl Hospital, DSN 486-8240,
CIV 06371-63463, Kleber Kaseme,
DSN 483-7397, CIV 0631-46237,
USO Administrative Offices, Pulaski
Barracks, DSN 489-7233, CIV
0631-536-7233, Tours Office
phone: DSN 489-7640, CIV 0631-
536-7640.

USO Rhein-Neckar (Darms-
tadt-Heidelberg-Mannheim):
Jan. 14, Evelin's Wellness Spa,
with body-draining wrap, 105 euros
(with VAT form) for two-hour treat-
ment plus $29 for transport; Jan.
14, Vienna overnight, cost TBA,
Jan. 15, Paris Express, adult $89,
child under 11, $60; Jan. 15, medi-
eval dinner at Schloss Auerbach,
adult 57.50 euros; child 3-11, 29
euros, not including transport; Jan.
17, Birkenstock factory and the city
of Limberg, $49; Jan. 18, Laden-
burg Orientation, $ 10; Jan. 22,
Marksburg Castle and Riidesheim,
$ 45; Jan. 23, Caracalla Therme,
Baden-Baden, $39 includes entry
and transportation; Jan. 25, Wein-
heim orientation, $10;Jan. 26,
shopping in Soufflenheim, France, $
35; Jan. 29, Heidelberg orientation,
$10; Jan 29, CentrO Mall, $39.
Contact USO Darmstadt at DSN
348-7918; USO Heidelberg at DSN
370-7924; and USO Mannheim at
DSN 385-3195.

Italy

USO Naples: Jan. 15-1, Re-
naissance weekend in Tuscany,
including two nights in Florence and
visits to Pisa, Lucca, and Arezzo,
239 euros; Jan. 22-23, wines of
Calabria and visits to historical sites,
135 euros; Feb. 5-6, Calabria,
including visits to San Giovanni in
Fiore and Caccuri, 199 euros; Feb.
11-14, Valentine's Day in Paris,
includes airfare, transfers, three
nights in hotel, and tours, 588
euros; Feb. 12-13, Sweetheart
Weekend with night in Florence and
guided tour, 169 euros (over 18
only); Feb. 19-20, Umbria, with
visits to Assisi, Perugia and Deruta,
169 euros; Feb. 26-27, Tuscany,
with visits to Siena and San Gimig-
nano and wine tasting, 169 euros.
Call DSN 626-5713 for details.

Come and see the largest selection of high
quality, hand restored antiques in Germany,

$lel

antiques and high quality new furniture,
(10% off commissioned items and up to 50% off unrestored items,)

7 January fo

16 January

FRIDAY ~ 10:00-18:30
SATURDAY  16:00-18:00

Check our Quality,

Authenticity, and price

before making any

decisions about your

antique purchases!

Speshach

1sttum off on AG2

on all Antik Centre inventory of hand restored |

1400-17:00 (viewing only)
{appointment onky)

Wetake Cash, MC& Visa, personel
checks,

Ramsteiner Str.45
66882 Spesbach

st Tel:06371-63824

www.antik-centrecom
email info@antik-centrecom
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Calendar

COMPILED BY
JAYNE TRAENDLY
Special to Stars and Stripes

Listings are the latest information
available at press time, but are
subject to change. It's wise to check
with the local tourist board to confirm
details of the event before traveling.

AUSTRIA

www.austria-info.at

VIENNA: Vienna Philharmonic ball,
Jan. 20; Army officers’ ball, Jan.
21; pharmacists’ ball, Jan. 22;
engineers’ ball, Jan. 27; physicians'
ball, Jan. 29; hunters’ ball, Jan. 31;
opera ball, Feb. 3; Viennese coffee
house owners’ ball, Feb. 2; bonn-
bon ball, Feb. 4; lawyers' ball, Feb.
5; Rudolfina masked ball, Feb. 7;
Johann Strauss ball, March 19.
VIENNA: Dream on ice, Jan.
21-March 6. Ice skating in front of
City Hall

BELGIUM

www.visitbelgium.com
ANTWERP: Snow and ice sculpture
festival, through Jan. 16.
THROUGHOUT the country:
Anniversary of 175 years of
independence, through 2005.
BRUSSELS: Beer 2005, through
2005.

BRUSSELS: Antiques show, Jan.
21-30. Tour & Taxis.
STAVELOT: Mid-Lent camival,
March 6.

BINCHE: Carnival, Feb. 6-8.

DENMARK

‘www.visitdenmark.com
COPENHAGEN: Opening of the ity
opera, Jan. 15.

THOUGHOUT the country: Shrove
tilting at the barrel, Feb. 6-7.

ENGLAND

www.visitbritain.com

'YORK: Stamp and coin fair, Jan.

14-15. Racecourse

LONDON: Daily telegraph adven-

ture travel and spcr\s show, Jan.

14-16. Olym

SPALDING Mclorblke 2005, Jan.
15-16.

LONDON: International mime festi-
val, Jan. 15-30.

LONDON: Vivelafrance, Jan.
21-23. French travel and lifestyle
show in Olympia.

LONDON: Vive Espana, Ja

28-30. Spanish travel and Illesty\e
show in Olympia.

LONDON: Motorcycle show, Jan.
29-Feb. 6. Alexandra Palace.
LONDON: Daily Telegraph Destina-
tions: Holiday and Travel Show,
Feb. 3-6. Earls Court.

YORK: Viking festival, Feb. 4-20.
DONCASTER: Festival of British
Railway Models, Feb. 12-13
LONDON: Chinese New Year
celebrations, Feb. 13.

FRANCE

www.francetourism.com
METZ: Flea market, Feb. 5, 19.
PARIS: Annual winter store sales,
through mid-February.
DUNKERQUE: Camival, Jan.
15-26.

SARREGUEMINES (Lorraine):
Camival, Jan. 23-Feb. 9.
PARIS: Prét a porter Paris, Jan.

Let’s Go

ITALY

Best bets
for the week

ENGLAND: If you want to

VERONA: Christmas cribs in the
arena, through Jan. 25.

BY JAYNE TRAENDLY

Stripes Travel researcher”

Summer in China

Head east this summer to the
exotic land of China on a tour
organized by Ten&One travel
agency and guided by Graziella
Sefcik. It runs June 18 to July 2
and travels to four major cities.

The first stop is Beijing.
Highlights include visits to the
Great Wall, Mink Tombs, Ti-
ananman Square, Palace Muse-
um (formerly the “Forbidden
City”), 18th-century summer
palace and by rickshaw, Hu-
tong (the 100-year-old residen-
tial area to visit families). Take
a flight to Xian and see the
Shanghi history museum, the
Terracotta Warriors, Banpo
Village (the oldest in the re-
gion), the city’s ancient city
wall and Wild Goose Pagoda
and Grand Mosque. Then fly to
Guilin to visit the Red Flut
Caves and cruise the Li River.
Finally, fly to Shanghai and
take a Tai chi lesson and visit
the Jade Buddha Temple, Yu
Yuan gardens, Shanghai Old
City, Crystal Palace and
Suzhou with its gardens.

There also will be free time
for shopping and some person-
al sightseeing.

The cost is $3,440 per person,
double occupancy, and in-
cludes round-trip air fare
Frankfurt-Beijing-Shanghai-
Frankfurt, domestic flights
Beijing-Xian-Guilin-Shanghai,
‘motor coach transportation,

hotel accommodations, 12
dinners, nine lunches, Huanpu
cruise, acrobatic show, Xinjian
singing and dancing, dragon
boat ride, high tea ceremony,
sightseeing per itinerary,
national escort, local guides,
entrance fees, visa handling
and local taxes.

For details, contact Graziel-
la Sefcik, the tour organizer, at
telephone (+49) (0) 8231-2134
or e-mail graziella@
tenandone.com. Or call the
agency at (+49) (0) 821/ 23 34
270. Email n.rottenbach@
tenandone.com.

Chelsea flower show

Although it doesn’t take
place until May 24 to 28 (May
26 to 28 for non-Royal Horti-
cultural Society members), the
Chelsea Flower Show in Lon-
don, England, is already sell-
ing tickets. In fact, no tickets
will be available at the door.
They must be either reserved
or purchased in advance.

The show is considered the
most famous in the gardening
and flower world. Leading
designers create show gardens
and the Grand Pavilion con-
tains thousands of flowers and
plants. There are also demon-
strations and exhibitions.

A full-day (8 am. to 8 p.m.)
ticket costs 36 pounds (about
$70). Partial day tickets cost
21.50 pounds (about $40) from
3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and 16
pounds for 5:30 to 8 p.m. For
details, go to www.rhs.org.uk/
chelsea.

28-31, international fair for wom-
en's fashion at Parc des Expositions
de Paris.
NYONS (Rhéne-Alpes): New olive
oil festival, Feb. 5-6.
PARIS: Chinese New Year celebra-
tions, Feb. 9. Place d'talie
MULHOUSE: Camival, Feb.
12-13.
MENTON: Lemon festival, Feb.

7.

12-27.
NICE: Camival, Feb. 12-27.

GERMANY

www.germany-tourism.de
WURZBURG: Intemational film
festival, Jan. 20-23.

MUNICH: International motorcycle
show, Jan. 21-23.
GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN:
Special Olympics National Games,
Jan. 2

TODTMOOS (Black Forest): Interna-
tional dog sled races, Jan. 29-30.
SINSHEIM: Motorcycle exhibition,
Feb. 2-13. Exhibition center.
BERLIN: International motorcycle
show, Feb. 4-6. Fairgrounds.
COLOGNE: Camival parade, Feb.

7

DUSSELDORF: Camival parade,
Feb. 7.

MAINZ: Camival parade, Feb. 7.
BERLIN: International film festival,
Feb. 10-12.

BERNAU (Black Forest): Dog sled
races, Feb, 12-13.
HERR\SCHRIED (Black Forest):
Feb. 19-20.

HUNGARY

‘www. hungarytourism.hu

E-mail: hungary @tourinform.hu
MOHACS: Busojaras, Feh. 13-15.
Carnival

= eurolenscontactlenses.com

German
0BOD 1822593
Belgium
0800 73195

Contact
lenses
delivered
worldwide

Spain

9009 93967

UK
0800887275

Holland
0800 0221447

Italy
800 015480

Contact us today for more
information or a free catalog

REGGIO: Carnival, Jan.
23-Feb. 13.
VENICE: Carnival, Jan. 28-Feb. 8.

THE NETHERLANDS

www.holland.com/uk
APELDOORN: Midwinter marathon,
Jan. 29

ROTTERDAM; Art Rotterdam, Feb.
23-28. Cruise terminal

LANDELIJK: Camival, Feh. 22-26.

AMSTERDAM: Hiswa, March 1-6,
water sports fair.

AMSTERDAM: AutoRAI, Feb.
10-20. International car show.
BREDA: Antique show, Feb.
24-27.

SCOTLAND

www.visitscotland.com
GLASGOW: Celtic connections,
through Jan. 24.

LERWICK: Up-Helly-Aa, Jan. 25,
Festival of fire and torchlight parade.
THROUGHOUT the country: Bums
Night, Jan. 25.

SPAIN

a little Gallic cul-
ture, head to London’s Olym-
pia this weekend for the annu-
al Vive la France fair. Check
out French holidays, buy fresh
food in the French markets,
sample French cuisine, try
some French wines, watch
celebrities at the French cook-
ing theater and enquire about
buying property at the biggest
French property exhibit in the
country. Doors open at daily at
9:30 a.m. and close at 6 p.m.
Tickets at the door cost 12
pounds (about $22) on Friday
and 15 pounds on the weekend.
Children under S enter free.
The nearest tube station is
Olympia Kensington. The Web
site is www.vivelafrance.co.uk.
GERMANY: The BMW R
1200 ST makes its world pre-
miere at Munich’s internation-
al motorcycle show IMOT,
which runs tomorrow through
the weekend at the city’s fair
grounds. Also sharing the
spotlight is the German pre-
miere of the BMW R 1200RT
and Harley-Davidson’s Sports-
ter 883 Low (XL883L). Check
out the more than 200 exhibi-
tors from 12 countries offering
the latest in bikes and accesso-
ries. The show is open daily 9
am. to 6 p.m. Admission is 11

Jan. 19-20. euros for adults, 3 euros for
children up to 18 and free for
children up to 12. The IMOT

SWEDEN Web site is www.imot.de (in

www.visit-sweden.com German). Click on “Anfahrt

KIRUNA and for amap

the grounds.

Jan. 27-30. B\ggest in Europe. (githeieTD

Eventeve se/snowfestival — JAYNE TRAENDLY

JOKKMOKK Winter

market, Feb. 3-6. Lapp, largest
winter event in Northem Europe.

SWITZERLAND

www.switzerlandtourism.ch
BASEL: World money fair, Feb.
11-13. Coin fair.

GENEVA: Interational car show,
March 3-13.

We accept $
| US -DOLLAR |
soucialsenicd FLY NOW PAY LATER"

SEASON 01Jon 05- 31 jan 05 _
f Roundts

Aliantz €274 Los Angeles € 319

Boston  €255Memohis €277
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€267 New Orleans € 295
Chicago €247 |New York €234
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What happens in Vegas won't stay there

Digital future on display
as gadget-hounds gather

BY CRAYTON HARRISON
The Dallas Morning News

LAS VEGAS — This year's
Consumer Electronics Show has
d no big-bang product, noth-
ing that stunned attendees with
its revolutionary potential, but
the show was

media are ev-
erywhere.
People are
using digital
cameras em-
bedded i

gadget mak-
ers to  try
other bizarre

sumers

promises more-ubiquitous elec-
tronic devices, constantly con-
nected to the Internet or to other
devices. Here’s what showgoers

Low Name

MosT ACTIVE ($1 or wore)

T0R68.07 9.708.40 Dow Jones Idustrals 1055622 6481 Bl 200 .
38239 274346 Dowlones Transportation 364426 -18.97 5 -4 0.
3377925908 Dow Jones Utiities 2570 160
727318 621133 NYSE Composite 70011 3759
43504 115074 Amex Index L3967 529
219160 1,750.82 Nasdag Composite 2096 18
120790 1060.72 S 18299 726
5699 828 SaP MidCa 645 384
65611 51590 Russell 200 6115 621
10303 1036832 DY wishve 5000 1UTE 1914

NYSE

MosT ACTIVE (51 ok nore)

were buzzing about this year:

M Photo sharing: Now that
sales of digital cameras outpace
those of the film kind, technology
companies _are trying to find
easy ways for users to send pho-
tos to each other. “It is amazing
how many dig-
ital

this world that
never go any-
where or do

said Mike
George, Dell
Inc’s  chief

marketing of-

cer.

Dell and
other comput-
er makers are
offering
user-friendly
photo  print-
ers. Eastman
Kodak Co.
turned heads
this year with
a camera that
wirelessly
transmits pic-
tures to a
printer. And photo-sharing Web
sites and services are expected
to gain more steam.

W Video phones: Even tech
companies admit it's unclear

MosT ACTIVE ($1 or wore)

how much people want to look at
each other while they talk on the
phone. “No one has offered a
compelling product yet,” said Jef-
frey Citron, chief executive of
Vonage Holdings Corp., which is
planning a videophone service
by the end of March. It will be in-
teresting to see what kind of con-
sumer is attracted to the idea, he
said.

W Little big screens: While the
CES floor was dominated by
big-screen TVs, tiny digital pro-
jectors displayed some of the big-
gest images.

Texas Instruments Inc. was
showing off a prototype of a

EXCHANGE RATES

1-pound projector small enough
to fit in a coat pocket, an item
that may one day be a must-have
for business travelers making
presentations.

M Broadband wireless: Sam-
sung Electronics, LG and Motoro-
la all announced phones that op-
erate on a wireless standard
called EV-DO that promises
some of the fastest Internet con-
nections yet over cellular net-
works. Verizon Wireless has al-
ready upgraded its networks in
several cities to offer EV-DO.
Cingular Wireless will operate
on another high-speed standard,
HSDPA, available later this
year.

M Multiangle TV: Bill Gates’
opening keynote at CES was nota-
ble as much for its technical
gaffes as for its breakthroughs.
But SBC Communications Inc.
did a r Gates’

presentation that did elicit gasps
of delight from the audience.

e San Antonio-based compa-
ny shm\ed off its new U-verse

service, V\thh the company will

Left: Hewlett-Packard
CEO Carly Fiorina,
left, and singer Gwen
Stefani demonstrate
the HP Harajuku
Lovers Camera that
Stefani helped design,
at the Consumer
Electronics Show on
Friday in Las Vegas.
Far left: Intel Corp.'s
Dave Clemons uses a
Nikon D2X digital
camera to
demonstrate the
digital imaging power
of an undisclosed new
Intel computer
processor at the show.

AP photos

introduce this year as it up-
grades to fiber optic lines. When
SBC executive Lee Ann Champi-
on showed how users could one
day switch camera angles on a
baseball game or watch several
games at once, the crowd burst
into applause.

W iPod killers: Apple’s music
player still rules the roost, but its
rivals want to make the next
must-have digital device. Sony’s
PSP portable gaming device,
which can also play music and
movies, was viewed by many as
a_candidate. But the ultimate
iPod killer could be a cell-phone
version of iTunes, the Apple
‘music-organizing softw:
‘which Motorola demnns!.rated at
the show.

B Geek chic: More than ever,
technology companies are de’
signing products with fashion in
mind. During her speech Friday,
Hewlett-Packard Co. Chief Exec-
utive Carly Fiorina brought sing-
er Gwen Stefani onstage to intro-
duce a “cute” digital camera she
designed with the company,
available in late spring.

ents and Sensibil

Money tip of the day

Look at municipal bonds

BY CHUCK MYERS
Knight Ridder/Tribune

Municipal bonds are one way that state and local governments

raise money for public-service projects. This type of bond also pro-

vides a good opportunity for a bit of tax-free earning for investors.
If you would like to learn more about municipal bonds, here are a

few good Web sites with insights about the subject:
L] i (WWW. i

asp)

sary of

ing.org

discusses how tax-free municipal bonds work.

W E-Muni (www.emuni.com/glossary.html) provides a useful glos-

bond terms, without the jargon.
§

html)

municipal bonds.
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bonds, with pros and cons.

WWW.
covers all types of bonds, with special focus on municipals.

B TheStreet.com (www.thestreet.com/basics/schoolhouse/
415212.html) includes an article about tax considerations related to

B TurboTax (www.turbotax.com/articles/TaxBenefitsofInvest
i html) offers a good overview about municipal
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Trump’s version of the ‘Love Boat’

Two words sum up a trip being offered to fans of “The
Apprentice.” You're sailing!

An eight-night cruise with the theme of the hit NBC
show will sail from New York to the Caribbean on Sept.
26 after a bon voyage party in Manhattan with a send-off
from Donald
Trump.

Cast members
from the show —
including  Bill
Rancic, the first
Apprentice, and
Stacie Jones Up-
church, Jennifer
Crisafulli  and
Raj Bhakta from
the second sea-
son — will be on
board. The trip
will take place
on the Carnival
Legend cruise
ship.

Guests can
meet and talk to
cast members,
but there also will be onboard competitions involving
teams and tasks, just like there is on the TV show, which
is hosted by Trump. Participation will be open to all pas-
sengers.

In addition to cash prizes, one person will win the
grand prize — spending a day as chief executive officer
of Expedia.com, the online travel agency that is co-spon-
soring the cruise.

The CEO-for-a-day will get a $15,000 paycheck for all
that hard work, first-class airfare to New York and
ground transportation by limousine, plus a stay in a
five-star hotel.

Former cast members of “The
Apprentice,” from left, Stacie Jones
Upchurch, Raj Bahakta and Jenn
Crisafulli, react as Raj pops the cork
on a bottle of champagne at a press
conference.

Isley Brothers’ singer pleads not guilty

Isley Brothers lead singer Ron Isley pleaded not guilty
to charges of failing to report performance and royalty in-
come.

Tsley, who entered the plea Monday, was indicted in Oc-
ober for allegedly evading taxes
from 1997 to 2002 by depositing his
dead brother’s royalty checks, buy-
ing cars for his personal use with
money from a business account and
paying his band members cash to
keep them off the books.

He is charged with five counts of
tax evasion and one count of failing
to file an income tax return.

Isley, 63, was ordered to stand
trial March 8. If convicted, he could
face up to 26 years in prison.

According to the indictment, the
R&B singer avoided paying taxes nu-
merous times in the past three decades and declared
bankruptcy after the Internal Revenue Service seized his
yacht, cars and other property in 1997.

Isley

Tambor | father, grandfath

Congratulations to new father — and new grandfather
— Jeffrey Tambor of “Arrested Development.”

Tambor, 60, who plays the patriarch of a dysfunctional
family on the Fox comedy, and his wife, Kasia, 35, wel-
comed son Gabriel Kasper on Dec. 10, spokeswoman
Amy Zvi said Monday.

Four days later, Tambor became a grandparent when
his daughter, Molly, gave birth to son Mason Jay
Moore.

Tambor, who played talk-show sidekick Hank Kingsley
on television’s “The Larry Sanders Show,” will appear on
Broadway in “Glengarry Glen Ross” beginning in April,
his spokeswoman said in a statement.

Grammy-winning Tejano artist arrested

Grammy Award-winning Tejano recording artist Emil-
io Navaira was free on bond Tuesday following his arrest
on a drunken driving charge.

Navaira was charged after his sport utility vehicle
rolled over early Monday as he tried make a turn, a San
Antonio, Texas, police report said.

Navaira was treated at University Hospital, where he
refused to give a blood sample.

He was then taken to a magistrate’s office for booking
and released on a $3,500 bond.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

In Hollywoo

Chuck Mitchell is president of Voices in the Arts, which dubs American films.

LATWP

breaking language barriers
brings in big bucks

With profits to be made, studios get serious about dubbing

BY MARY MCNAMARA

Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD — At first, Chuck Mitchell did not think
it was such a great idea to insert a slaughterhouse joke in
the middle of “Shrek.”

“I said, wait a minute, I don’t think so. I mean, it's one
thing to have Shrek say he’s going to kick Donkey’s butt;
it's another to have him dragging him off to the meat
house.”

But then Mitchell isn’t Polish. Apparently, in Poland,
there is a very funny folk tale involving a
donkey and a slaughterhouse. And accord-
ing to the translator working on the Polish
version of the wildly successful Dream-
Works film, they would be fools not to refer-
ence it. So Mitchell said go with the slaugh-
terhouse.

“We had a great translator,” he says with
a shrug. “I trusted him. There were lots of
things that had to be changed because a lot
of the fairy tales they use in ‘Shrek’ are not
known in Poland. So we used dialogue to
add some Polish fairy tales.”

itchell is_president of Voices in the
Arts, an audio production company that
does, among other things, foreign dubbing
for theatrical and nontheatrical film
projects. As foreign sales have become in-
creasingly important to the entertainment

&k There were lots
of things that
had to be
changed
because a lot
of the fairy
tales they use
in ‘Shrek’ are
not known in

ern Europe, Asia and Africa, dubbing is overseen by the
American studios that will hire local actors and directors
but, when the budget allows, also provide a production su-
pervisor such as Mitchell to be on set

Mitchell signs off on everything — from the script to the
performances, where cultural translation is as important
as linguistics.

For “Shrek,” Mitchell oversaw the Polish, Catalan and
Castilian versions; for “Titan A.E.” he worked in Hong
Kong, Korea, Spain, Iceland and Greece; and for “Star
Wars' The Phantom Menace,” he supervised the dubbing

in Hong Kong and Russia.

“Chuck s part of a very select group who
not only understand the creative process
but also know how to do all the audio
post-production,” says Debra Chinn, execu-
tive director of international theatrical dub-
bing for Fox Film Corp., who has worked
with Mitchell many times over the years.
“Because it’s not a question of understand-
ing the language so much as it is under-
standing the original project.”

“In a way, I am a professional Ameri-
can,” Mitchell says. “A lot of the [foreign]
directors may or may not have worked in
the U.S., so they may or may not get some
of the references or nuance. Sometimes 1
have to explain that this is supposed to be
funny, or this isn't.”

Mitchell, who got into theatrical dubbing

industry — making up, in some cases, 50 Poland. ¥y by way of music production and interactive
percent of revenue — the “foreign post-pro- . dubbing, is one of a handful of independent
duction,” or dubbing, industry has grown Chuck Mitchell dubbing supervisors living in the United

in scope and expertise. Where once it con-
sisted of literal voice-over translation, often
not particularly well-synchronized, now en-
tire casts and crews are assembled to
re-create the dialogue in a way that cap-
tures not only the spirit of the o
‘movie but also provides local nuance to make it play better
in the various foreign territories.

Throughout Western Europe, English-speaking film and
television has been regularly dubbed for years. In France,
Italy, Germany and Spain (the FIGS, as they are called in
the industry), there is a free-standing dubbing industry
with studios and talent that can have lucrative careers in
dubbing alone. But as Hollywood has ventured into East-

president of Voices
in the Arts, on dubbing
“Shrek" for overseas

States. Occasionally, he works in the FIGS.
(If there is a big enough budget for the
translated version, local stars will be cast
— in France, Vincent Cassel often dubs
Hugh Grant; in Poland, Jerzy Stuhr dubbed
Eddie Murphy in both “Shreks.”) But much
of his work has been in the newer territories. Eastern Eu-
rope, Asia and Africa still tend toward subtitles, but that is
changing, especially for those films aimed at a family audi-

markets

nce.

“When I got into dubbmg in 1989,” says Chinn, who has a
degree in linguistics, “I went to Disney because the only
studio that had its own dubbing department was Disney.
Now most of the big studios have one.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Any creationi id ?

1 must respond to “Evolution is still a
theory” (Dec. 9).

A hypothesis is an untested idea. Hy-
potheses are tested using scientific meth-
ods. Once proved, an hypothesis might be-
come part of a theory. A theory is used to
document a work in progress for things
that cannot be proved exactly.

For example, two plus two is four is a
fact with no room for refinement. Gravita-
tion is still theory. Things fall down is an
hypothesis that was tested and is a fact.

No one aspect of evolution explains ev-
erything we see. However, the following
hypotheses of evolution are so well docu-
mented that they are considered “facts”:

M Specimens with a survival advantage
are more likely to pass on their genes and
thus the traits that give survival advan-
tage. Over generations, this “natural selec-
tion” magnifies these traits. Antibiotic re-
sistance is one manifestation of natural se-
lection.

W Mutations leading to new species is
well documented in the lab.

W Experiments have reproduced the
evolution of three species of wheat.

WThe hypothesis that a virus can
change the DNA of a host is now accepted
and used in the laboratory.

1 would welcome an article showing sci-
entific evidence supporting creationism.
Who are the scientists who “in the past 20
years ... have uncovered data that create
disconnects in the original theory of evolu-
tion and the big-bang theory?

Ruth Ann Valentine

Heidelberg, Germany

Evolution makes no sense

On Dec. 18, Stars and Stripes contained
letters supporting evolution. The writers
attempted to explain why theory (as in evo-
lution theory) doesn’'t mean “theory.”

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

I have critical thinking skills and be-
lieve in using them. Therefore, I am un-
able to embrace evolution. It does not
stand the test of logic.

Evolution as the theory behind the ori-
gin of the species makes no sense. Why?

W Species do not interbreed with a new
species replacing the previous. There is no
evidence that this has ever happened.

W The theory of evolution is racist in na-
ture — which humans are the most
evolved?

W Most importantly, the theory of evolu-
tion violates the second law of thermody-
namics.

Now, in science a theory is a theory, but
alaw is a law. The second law of thermody-
namics basically says this: Left to itself, an
isolated system tends toward a state of

aximum disorder. In other words, some-
lhmg left to itself will wear out, run down,
etc. Chaos comes from order, not order
from chaos. This is a scientific law, not a
theory. Evolutionary theory defies this
law.

Evolution teaches life came from non-
life, and order from disorder in utter defi-
ance of this scientific law. It teaches that
through random chance, butterflies came
to be. No one would believe a computer
just happened, why think that about the
universe? The mathematical improbabili-
ty our universe happening by chance is
mind-boggling!

Scientists are supposed to have open
minds when investigating. If the possibili-
ty of a creator is ruled out, all theories con-
sidered exclude this. Intellectual honesty
supports looking at all possibilities, even if
it leads to the recognition that there is a
creator God.

Looking around at our world and the
abundance of life, I think it takes a lot less
faith to believe in God than evolution.

Desirae Clark

Biidingen, Germany

Southern hospitality evident

1 was taking my daughter to school, and
at the red light I looked at the vehicle next
to mine, which had a yellow “support the
troops” nbbon on it. That got me to think-
ing about the war in Iraq, and I decided I
wanted to send a letter of encouragement
to the troops.

1 think I represent the average Ameri-
can. The things I want the troops to know
are: In my part of the country, from Ala-
bama to Louisiana, cars and trucks are
plastered with “support the troops” rib-
bons. Every day, I and countless others
pray for the troops safety and that God
will grant them victory over our enemies
and the enemies of all freedom-loving peo-

ple.
The jobs U.S. servicemembers are
doing are thankless ones, but I want them
to know that all of us in the States appreci-
ate what they are doing and think about
the troops daily. Keep up the good work.
William Sanders
Florence, Ala.

Airfare wars: Delta’s death wish

Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service

Anyone who still doubts that major U.S.
air carriers are on a suicide mission
should look no further than the executive
suite at Delta Air Lines.

Here we have a company that lost $3 bil-
lion in the first nine months of last year
and has a cost structure higher than its
struggling rivals. So what's its solution? A
sharp cut in airfares.

In theory, cutting fares should fill more
seats and might bring in more money. But
three decades of experience with fare
wars leaves no doubt about what happens
when one airline cuts its prices. Every
rival matches the cuts, at least in markets
where they compete directly.

That’s just what happened this week.
‘The whole money-losing lot of old-line leg-
acy carriers — American, United, US Air-

Dooneshury

ways, Northwest, Continental — was busy
cutting fares and its own financial throat.

American is going further than most.
Like Delta, it is eliminating Satur-
day-night stay requirements for its cheap-
est fares. In effect, that opens cheap fares
to business travelers who used to pay top
dollar.

So the boost in business that Delta ex-
pects will be dissipated among all its ri-
vals. All will lose more money. The fare
war may chop $3 billion from the indus-
try’s expected $70 billion in annual reve-
nue.

A quarter century after deregulation,
the old-line carriers have still not shed reg-
ulation’s legacy: high labor and equipment
costs and inefficient route structures. Dis-
counters such as Airlines suffer

billion last year. The cheap-ticket airlines
now hold a quarter of the domestic market
and e shots on fares.

The winner here is the traveling public,
which profits from fare wars. The losers
are airline employees and those pie-eyed
optimists who still own legacy airline
stocks. They’ll keep losing until major air-
lines learn to fly as leanly and as smartly
as the discounters.

‘ears of bone-headed airline manage-
ment and myopic union leadership have
left United and US Airways bankrupt,
while Delta may be headed that way. US
Airways may not survive the winter. Amer-
ican and the other legacy carriers are fly-
ing wounded financially.

Delta’s kamikaze fare war shows that
legacy airlines remain the worst managed

A o Ao

none of those problems. They make a nice
profit while the industry as a whole lost $6

This editorlal first appeared n the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Tort system inflicts 1ts pain and suffering’

BY SEBASTIAN MALLABY
The Washington Post

resident Bush has waded into two
big domestic policy arguments: So-
cial Security reform and the over-
haul of the tort system. On the
first issue, he should tread gently. Social Se-
curity needs to be shored up, but it’s funda-
mentally a good program. On the second
issue, an elephantine trampling would be
kind. The tort system is an abomination.

‘The most complete study of the tort sys-
tem’s cost comes from the consulting firm
Tillinghast-Towers Perrin. Tillinghast’s cli-
ents are mainly insurers, which are at log-
gerheads with the trial bar, so you may mis-
trust its data. Nonetheless, Tillinghast has
published seven updates to its original
1985 study, refining its methodology along
the way. Its numbers are the best avail-
able. And they are stunning.

In 2003, according to Tillinghast, the tort
system cost $246 billion — meaning the av-
erage American paid $845 for it via
more-expensive goods and services. But
the really shocking thing is where the bil-
lions went. Injured plaintiffs — the fabled
little guys for whom the system is suppos-
edly designed — got less than half the
money.

According to Tillinghast's 2002 data,
plaintiffs’ lawyers swallowed 19 percent of
the $233 billion. Defense lawyers pocketed
an additional 14 percent, and other admin-
istrative costs, mainly at insurance firms,
accounted for a further 21 percent. The
legal-administrative complex thus guzzled
fully 54 percent of the money in the tort sys-
tem, or $126 billion. That’s 43 times as
much as the federal government has bud-
geted this year to combat the global AIDS
pandemic.

No other system for compensating mis-

fortune has such outrageous administra-
tive costs. To guard against the possibility
of sickness, people buy medical insurance;
the health insurance industry, justly re-
garded as a paper-clogged nightmare, has
administrative costs of 14 percent. To
guard against the danger of disability, we
have the Social Security program. The
overhead for the Social Security disability
system is around 3 percent. If you want a
really good number to set against the 54
percent overhead in the tort system, just
take a look at Medicare. Its overhead is
about 2 percent.

So the tort system’s administrative costs
are a scandal. But are its other costs much
better? Of the 46 cents per dollar in the sys-
tem that actually make it to plaintiffs, 22
cents are paid out to compensate people
for economic damages, including damaged
property, lost wages and medical expens-
es. The other 24 cents are paid to compen-
sate plaintiffs for “pain and suffering.”
Should we really want a system that pays
out billions for emotional distress? A little
thought suggests we shouldn’t.

A tort system is a form of insurance: Con-
sumers accept higher prices for products
and services in exchange for the chance to
be compensated if the product or service
harms them. Outside the tort system, we
have plenty of examples of people buying
insurance or warranties. People insure
their cars, homes, refrigerators; they want
protection against financial setbacks. But
people don’t buy much insurance to pro-
tect themselves from pain and suffering;
their revealed preference is that they don’t
want it. So why have a tort system that pro-
vvides more than $50 billion in pain-and-suf-
fering awards annually?

If the administrative costs are a scandal,
and the pain-and-suffering payouts are du-
bious, what can be said for the residual 22
percent of the money in the tort system?

Perhaps this portion — the part that financ-
es economic damages for plaintiffs — is de-
fensible? Actually, you can’t even defend
this chunk, because the money is distribut-
ed so badly. People who suffer small and
medium-size losses usually get nothing:
Claims have to be in the hundreds of thou-
sands before they are economic to litigate.
Big claims do get compensated, but at a
rate that depends on the location of the
trial, the composition of the jury and the
depth of the defendant’s pockets — not just
on the size of the injury.

The haphazard nature of tort payouts un-
dermines the potentially salutary effect on
corporate behavior. If manufacturers can’t

predict what they might be sued for and
how much, they won’t reach rational deci-
sions about making their products safer.
Sure enough, studies of injury rates often
find no evidence that a rise in litigation is
followed by an increase in safety.

Bush is pushing three kinds of tort re-
form, and all of them are worthy. But the ul-
timate goal should be to shrink the tort sys-
tem radically. Measured as a share of
GDP, America’s tort system is more than
twice as expensive as it was in 1960, twice
as expensive as the current systems in
France or Canada, and three times as ex-
pensive as the system in Britain. A reason-
able goal for the American tort system is to
halve it.

Passengers tired of taking a flier when in the air

Los Angeles Times

ast week’s move by Delta Airlines

to lower and simplify its fares

might trigger an overdue shake-

out of the nation’s airline industry,
which last year posted losses in excess of
$5 billion and is more than $25 billion in
the hole for the decade. More of the na-
tion’s major airlines should have become
extinct by now — joining such hallowed
names as Eastern and Pan Am in the after-
life — but companies have been allowed to
keep flying by overly indulgent bankrupt-
cy laws and clumsy government interfer-
ence with the free market.

No industry has done a better job of gam-
ing the bankruptcy system.

For carriers like US Airways and Unit-
ed, bankruptcy seems less a safe harbor
from creditors in which to reorganize than
an ongoing part of their business plan. Fly-
ing under bankruptcy, as five airlines do,
provides an unfair advantage over competi-
tors, a license to continue losing money
without facing the consequences. Worst of
all, excessive reliance on this life support
has stymied overall development of the in-
dustry and slowed growth of a new genera-
tion of healthy, low-cost airlines.

There is something about the airline busi-
ness that turns members of Congress from
both parties into hopeless socialists, unwill-
ing to allow the market to allocate resourc-
es — in this case the skies, planes and
those airport gates — to their most effi-
cient use. Members of Congress care deep-
ly about airlines, even beyond saving jobs
in a given district, because they offer the

means of escape from Washington, not to
mention sizable frequent-flier awards.

The Bush administration deserves credit
for resisting congressional pressure, in-
cluding from House Speaker J. Dennis
Hastert, R-IIl, to grant airlines more aid
on the bogus theory that their ongoing
woes stem from the Sept. 11 attacks. But
there is still far too much interference with
the free market in the business, as exempli-
fied by the government’s refusal in 2001 to
allow a distress merger between United
and US Airways. Worse, Congress has re-
fused to lift antiquated limits on foreign
ownership of U.S.-based carriers, which
has needlessly shut out investment capital
and competition.

Without Washington’s meddling, devel-
opment of the multi-tiered industry that
has so benefited consumers would acceler-
ate. By multiple tiers, we mean a business
in which not every airline strives to be all
things to all people.

The older carriers’ business model and
labor costs were predicated on the notion
that you can be simultaneously Neiman
Marcus and Wal-Mart. And they would
charge Neiman Marcus fares for Wal-Mart
service if you deigned to fly on short no-
tice, or chose not to be stranded where you
didn’t want to be over a Saturday night.

A multi-tiered industry would have
fewer global and national carriers engaged

in more-meaningful competition, and more
regional, lower-cost niche players. As the
first of a new breed, Southwest Airlines —
an enterprise that has saved U.S. house-
holds untold billions — succeeded against
the odds, then beyond its expectations.

Southwest and newer  successful
low-cost carriers such as JetBlue and Air-
Tran now carry nearly a third of domestic
passengers. Their strength is reinforced by
the Internet, which robbed carriers of their
pricing power and shifted it to consumers.

Delta’s move to cap last-minute fares
and do away with Saturday-night-stay re-
quirements is a recognition that it's a new
world out there for fliers, one that no one in
Washington should oppose.

Mallard Fillmore

To B CONSISTENT
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Horoscope

There's the opportunity to embody
the very quality you want to pos-
sess. Grace, maturity and even
majesty can be accom-
plished simply, naturally and
without resistance. As the
sun and Saturn engage in
an enlightening conversa-
tion, you can powerfully
assimilate recent lessons.
Model a desired character
trait, and you'll become it
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(JYanuary 13). You'll get
validation this year from
your family, your peers and

Holiday Mathis

advertising and corporate brainwash-
ing you encounter. You don't need a
media spectacle to show you what
you want out of life.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
When you think about your social
life, there are definite
rungs of friendship people
must go through to get
close to you. You don't
answer the phone to just
anybody. Somebody
jumps from a lower rung
to a higher one today.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). The art of
deception is featured, and
you're alarmingly good at
it. Your intention is not to

your atlarge.
Career happenings in

February are remarkable. When you
think you're through, something
happens to take your project to the
next level. Love is fabulous with a
Cancer or Leo. For couples, the idea
of building a better home with the
one you love is an aphrodisiac.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The lessons of the day are of the
Zen variety — deliberately irrational
occurrences that will jar you into
realizing the limits of your thinking.
What an experience. You drift off to
sleep tonight to the sound of one
hand clapping

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Your grandiose mission will be
reduced to something menial — like
standing in line at the post office or
delivering coffee. It's all an important
part of the plan, so don't worry that
you might be wasting your time.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You do know how to bring the
goods. Still, don't go all smarty-pants
on your co-workers or boss. They're
likely to get annoyed by your over-
achieving tendencies. Play it hum-
ble. Anyone with half a brain knows
you're great.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The stars provide a kind of security
check list. You'll be asking yourself
hard questions, especially regarding
your finances. It's simple, really. The
more you do for others, the better
you are compensated.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Be the
total individual today, not at all influ-
enced by the usual onslaught of

harm the other person,
but you sure wouldn't
mind if they thought something
different about you than was actually
true.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Anidea you once cynically dis-
missed is now on your hot track.

You have the ability to see controver-
sial issues from all sides, but others
have a hard time abandoning their
strong points of view.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Being regimented is overrated.
Besides, your curiosity takes you in
a fascinating direction. Like Alice
down the rabbit hole, you're not sure
where you're headed, but you find a
wonderland if you just keep going.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're the center of attention,
even though you don't feel as fabu-
lous as others see you. If only you
could see yourself as others do,
you'd give yourself a big hug and a
few words of encouragement

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Mistakes happen, and you're adept
at blowing past them in favor of
focusing on the good. But there’s a
persistent error that deserves your
attention. Rectifying it will bring an
influx of good fortune to your world.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The stars grant you abundant charis-
ma. All you have to do is wave your
hand, and people come running.
Please remember to use your pow-
ers for good and not evil, though it's
tempting to toy with others.

Creators Syndicate
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Saying ‘]l love you’ not competition

Dear Abby: “Confused in
Quito, Ecuador” complained that
when she says, “I love you,” her
boyfriend’s response is, “I love
you more.” She asked what made
him feel he had to “best” her in
this. Please let her know it’s
possible he’s only repeating an
endearment that means,

“My love for you is so Dear
immense it has no
bounds.”

T’d bet my next pay-
check that the young
‘man has no intention of
trying to “top” her, but
instead feels he’s giving
her the highest compli-
ment he can.

—Ruth in
Brandon, Miss.

Dear Ruth: I agree.
However, you would not
believe the letters and e-mails
that “Confused’s” question gener-

ated! Read on:

Dear Abby: “Confused”
shouldn't be offended. I have a
10-year-old son, and that is one

of our standard routines at bed-
time. We always tell each other
we love each other when we kiss
goodnight. The fun is seeing who
can tell the other that we love
each other more, until finally one
of us says, “I love you more than
anyone can love anyone in the
whole wide world.”
Please urge “Con-
fused” not to make a
competition out of it,
and just enjoy the fact
that he “loves her
more.”
— Loved in Minnesota
Dear Loved: My mail
indicates that the “I
love you more” game is
a tradition in many
families.

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: “con-
fused” should listen to her in-
stincts.

If her boyfriend feels the need
to compete with her and “win” in
other areas, too, it could be a
warning sign of a potential abus-
er. When I was a domestic vio-
Jence advocate, this was one of

the “little” signs we told clients
to watch out for.
— Sherri in West Virginia
Dear Sherri: Thank you for
lending another point of view.

Dear Abby: 1 hope “Con-
fused” ends her relationship with
that young man and allows him
the freedom to find someone who
truly appreciates him. Shortly
before my daughter’s wedding,
she and her fiance were in her
car driving home when she said,
“I love you.” He replied, “I love
you more.” Thus was born the
theme for their wedding.

They had their wedding bands
engraved with the phrase, and T
embroidered it on the ring bear-
er’s pillow. Two children later,
they're still saying it and blissful-
ly happy.

NNV INES

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words.
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— Joan in i Ga.
Dear Joan: What a heauuful
way to memorialize a wedding
ceremony.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Wife, stepson barely bearable

Dear Annie: when1
married “Martha,” a
single mother, I joked
about finally getting the
son and daughter I've
always wanted. About
three years into our mar-
riage, my “son” appeared
in the form of a
30-year-old smoker who
stinks from his cigarettes
and whatever cologne he
uses as a substitute for
bathing.

Martha asked me to let
“Mitchell” stay until he got back
on his feet, and I assumed she
meant a few months. We now are
running a filthy flophouse so
Mitchell can save on rent, buy
gadgets for his mowrcycle and
feed his nicotine addiction. He
sleeps most of the day and parties
at night.

We subsidize Mitchell’s
never-ending cell phone calls,
cigarettes, women and hobbies by
giving him room and board. He
does buy most of his own food,
but I resent being his scullery
maid and garbage man.

Now Martha wants to move
closer to her daughter.

Annie’s

Mailbox 1,

Mednwhﬂe I finally
ajob I'love and
dun 't want to move. I
know I owe Martha
plenty, but lately, our
marriage consists of
eating in front of the
television. To make
things worse, Martha
neglects her health, is
badly overweight, has
terrible halitosis from
poor oral hygiene, and I
have only a vague mem-
f sex.

Martha says Mitchell is moving
in with his latest lover, but the
move better come with a “no
return” policy. Thanks for letting
me vent.

— At Wits’ End
in North Carolina
Dear At Wits’ End: Glad to
lend an ear, but it doesn’t seem
enough.
Please consider marriage

been one to deny anyone the
right to smoke, as long as it
doesn't interfere with my right to
breathe.

However, upon my return
from a recent vacation at the
beautiful beaches of Georgia, 'm
prompted to ask smokers a ques-
tion: What makes you think the
world is your ashtray? Why do so
many smokers throw their lit
cigarettes out of car windows or
flick them onto the ground? Do
they think someone walks behind
them to clean up these little
treasures? It's a crime to be in a
beautiful spot like those beaches
on Jekyll Island and come across
cigarette butts in the sand.

— Louisville, Ky.

Dear Louisville: Most smokers
try very hard to be considerate of
others and the environment, but
there are always a few who don’t
care or don't think

You have
several problems that need exten-
sive and ongoing work. If Martha
‘won’t go with you for counseling,
go without her.

Dear Annie: 1 have never

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

or write

OO
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service and get your

Hours: Mon-Fri0900-1500- Saunday' by appointment
Landstubler Sr 63 s Leadng American Miary Lendors
66877 T
Tel:06371-61741
Ludwigshoher str 139b
64265 Damstadt
7el:06151-665020

Fnancial Advesos

Standard
Issue Meets

*

A New
NELEETE]

estripes.osd.mil

Now Stars and Stripes
newspaper is also

% available electronically. Get

your copy for FREE at
estripes.osd.mil

*
*

Property in Germany

iy
STARSMIRPES ey

tommhouses on reasansbie

ts in tho Heldelberg ares,

Wherever You Go,
We Go.

-B
financial freadom taday

Phane: 062 1-127 12 58
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

. it’s a SNAP!

2.Selecta 4,7,

or 30 day package.

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t
1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number).

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate
payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

CONTACT STRIPES T0 PLACE AN AD
e Servie 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 pum.)
il estripes.08a.mi

Eamt ermwo 155-601-37,
Phone: CIV' 155-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
Toll Free In Europe: Belgium: 0800-7802 Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netherlands: 0800-0223804 Italy: 800-780266 Spain: 900-9583(
U.K.: 0800-0858828 1-877-751-8352
Customer Service: 06155-601437 or DSN 349-8437

2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

ON BUSINESS RATES 0R ADVERTISING IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,
MONDAY, DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601205
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING cou ON
WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM _FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY 14 lines/4 days @ 520 [14 lines/7 days @ $30  []4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:
 Your Name: Phone #:
PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES  Address:
1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). §  Visa/MC # (circle one): Exp.Date:

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to

property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates apply fo

Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stripes Classified.

* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment nclude: Visa,
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please o not send cash. If an ad is not received by the designated deadline,

it will begin g the next avalable day, Plae allow one exra day foral Fedeal hoidaye European Stars & stripes | Eurapean Stars & Stripes
lassified ad lines include approximat characters (this includes spaces) per line. lassified vertisind e| 3’ ment assifies vertisin,
§ Classfed ad tines incude approximately 25 charactes (tis inludes spaces) per | Unit 29480, APO AE 092 Postfach 1330, 64345 Griegheim

S Payment tor
APO Adlrss Intermmnnal Addmxs

Deadline to place, cancel, o make any change to an ad Is four business days prior to it date of publicaton. 175 the resporsbility of the advertser to contact European Stars & Stripes Cassfied on the Fist date of publication o cor
affect the integral vaue of the ad,

aditional day. Stars & Stripe resérves the right o edit and return any and all ads considered inapproprate for publishing. AL classified advertisements are non-refundable.

s I the ad has a typographical ertor, that does ot

e ipeled worts: rony ctegory (s y-cses CAPS, o, it corctys il b conecte, e o egood ol b ren. Tcact phon mumber: w1 prics o dte, ok or e st ncrecty il sl 1 msegoe T ane

Adoption Services 020 _ | Automotive 140

www.adopt-abroad.com US
lic adoption & homesiudy agen-
oy (49) 030 827 01622

Announcements 040

Save Time
Save Money

Meet New Friends
Discounts
Sales + Coupons

+
Pre-screened
merchants
shipping to
APOJFPO’s
o R e Clseed
s | Overseas romaton |

Photo Contest | Member Forums |
1000+ Links | Zp Code Database

WWW.0Conus.com

THINKING OF BUYING OR
SELLING

‘. militaryusedcars.com
FOR AL VOUR NEWAND
USED CAR NEEDS
OR CALL 01717869250

Autos for Sale
German) 142

AL 0 301 U
i i, SvblAc nt

Srkmasport kel losaq.

Em pr e
AUTO MIKE QUALITY CARS
fecd a good car or want to sal

Yourcar? Gheck us

Bag Credit no  Problem
OBl 72550 o O100.0382453

oupe, 2 daor,
Bty Tosied o, e
86k "Siver, el cond, 377566
obor Gl 07747827337 emal
Markvio0dy0008 @ hotmail.com

BMW 5301 04 SivUS spec
fllyoadeq, Tricmles. siin
B Soo673Y or o651 9546080

Autos for Sale
German) 142

Saab 95 01 US spocs, full |

B 5, 0L g
gy
b s )
SRR

MD(UFCZCWS 164

2003 Mach 1 Style, 1748, 5 log,

§500 nog. cal 0160-93210725 " | Monor$75 call 06303-608565 | 3090 e call

Auto Parts 180 _ | Furniture 510 |ApartmentFurn 860 | Services Offered 952 | Travel 1000
Kmpo Snon Tros xt i |2k avr Lo sty $90 | Fan, 120w, by . 104 | PP PR “Garmisch Siing®
s i 21875R1S $G00 cal | sach, iy lack, laiher | 263, K. On, Jacuze, By Sho EOSPEIRFH | 1ot Forstnaus Oberau & ki

50 Chairs " Sa0! cai TainkBus 2 i of Garmish Hot ubisauna
06221 7”00247 Hs\ds‘bﬂfg area 4n172 5705333 Euro1290 33eur PP, DBL occp, free brifst,
G005 welcome. OBRE 9120
4 Brand New Triple Chvome | FOR SALE King Size bed $150. men O e
I R forsnaus oberau o

mpaq | ind big_terrace. Apt Spain Costa Del Sol

$275 vk + 497118826405

Harley Davidson Fiis so, | Child Care Offered 290 | Household ltems
B N e

i
555475630821

i
30 yr old female looking for ve

HD 03 Hertage SFTL bk & i

h poes osds of e mos | 082-130c¢
i

org " part.inc. cal
0170-1877697 or smai: george.
hoizer@us.army.mil

Honda_Rebel 01, 250cc. US
Spers” i, geat oninon low | (22

mites o> 356 al
05403691880

Boxers & Rotweiler, pure bred, ¢ fainz, and Rhein Main Area
Sport Utility Vehicle 172 _ ||, i i L] | Fovers & Foweler, puropred | sur y M| ————
IR e Lowenbre | SR ST S e WINE SHIPPING)
R Tl DS gy

Chovy Trailblazer 04 LS

ilon, many: exiras, iow mies,
01605145880

i posi-
tlon, references avallable’ cai | antee, call 0778353532
89

rachines Religious Act 8n

jsed nd
e, et delveryouar-

Siveia 06161.95593 Hanua area apbeachvacations com

560 | ee— R S R 7““5 HOLIDAYS 1N
ANCE

Services Offered 952 “’“‘s'ﬁ'l&'ﬁl‘?s?ﬁ‘ﬂ;"éi’“"s

iohannacharters.com

CHURCH OF GHRIST STUTT-

e | Dt 0| e rens ey From Home® | SKY  Viewing Card / E ONTOP NEAR GARMISCH
Computers w0 | INFO: BILLEISG o | Ol Card mable 0172 Gk e S, G877
Computers 360 or orson inl break.cogs ll,Ca
v 7 et e 5.3 | OTHLESTaGPS or|cszaase or 00023 670 | By g O

blyors vk Garman 569 Gub email wiitiots, Post Grainaude

' L Sreacers cup meombersns 5 | Chureh of Chr Garmisch, lux i o rooms wit
; o1 | xe any purchase Convaren: o esbacen, | Travel 1000 _ | sichen "I cay” conter’™ ity

* NOMONEY BOWH —_— | eauipe ol

Phone: 0700 2832 2255 [| AN
www.goarmypc.com [JECMERECET

BMW 5351 52, siver, allpwr,
afomate: ey, t1es. cd player
TERC ke 3008 o el
016001378072 Kclow:
BMW 730/ @9 Gray metalc.
Sl? K mies, 2, BASSE
‘wood . Wieshaden §
Bllsr £330 78 a7 1075

CARS WANTED!

US/Euro  Spec.

Cars Trucks SUV's

ans  '96-2004

Models Top Prices
I

Te
0631 940050

Craword's Auto
Maior ropai and Painting

it
Used cars from 700 to $3000,

Inspocian | Guarantes, - call
1 F 805607

Automotive 140 |puw.

MW 7351 98, orentbluc,
Ioadeg nav exchod R K
18 o i s, $19500 o

call 0055 85800747

Chovy Traibiazor LS 02, rod
S W, g i
8, S0 artan
557830 cboroal Ghear Shoe
o7 0160-93578464

70, oo g | orestodin Sorapboeking? | wormed and sl Wiiers:
BRI oaaeaP S oni whael o191 | supply, instruction. contact San- | call ~ 0631-3427766 i

0882153400, mall

0046 | Sunday: Blble Study 10:00 A @web do or wiw.53400.com

s, it | S 10 RTS8 | | We ship wine, and other | Feememe
Timed|  Vistou e sie heverapes n amaltand | Video Renta and
e main cocorg large quantities | Sales 102

English Buldog puj

305 e 518500 obo cilac | . leaving prinis nsrctor.t: | 0172.6535503

3348847 or'06109.60555 1

Vg £t i, 5| CHuRGH OF GHRisT || Frsevin g o
- o s ol 55 i
Crafts/Hobbies 380 |™ Wi 06726 S oremall | VIPEO SEORRalE oMY

Lorelei Aing 23, Bm\e Sy | e aiomriaaeinta som,” | 000 TTLES & RACKS CALL
ppios, Worship - | “#ww.glenriociewines.com./ 06326-989967

WP .
Bil Weger - 06105277514

Trucks 174

omed are & beaul
0631

Events 460 | e eesscans

BUW NS 91,k 330 1 0 7
P o U SR

githg, 1% m 'EESGD Teail

01509113621 Bamberg area

igon £5 00 Red, cc

Docige Ne
i e, SOK ks or motor
faced waranty’ One owner.
SPESE 085685630 v meg
ige ST4 03 Siy b p.
S Slom Banaust K rotes:
318,808 0Bo, call 0172-106376%

Wercadgs C180 00, olagance
Bl 585, ac. hew witgr and
Surimer-trés with Aims, Sk A
15000, call 06371 619511

Forsche 928 59 316 e, aie
mem nem?"a?"'?’emi poc
511680 call 06155-676951

for life

davegray@fmc-schweinfurt.de

Tel.: (0931) 784

3247 Wuerzburg

(09721) 946069 Schweinfurt
(0951) 9622817 Bamberg

www.amcca

rsales.com

Docge Dakota 99, ox cond
Bt ot Segri, ‘Sax obo;
Eal BiSoReERIEEE Y

'or 0172.8713008 for more info_ | breeder. 0177-7107800

Mops puppies, shots and dow-

Coming Soon John Madden | Puppies: Yorkshiro, Minipinsch-
2005 Piay Station two Tourna: | e and Mixed. Alldewormed with
ment_contact 0160-03274753 | shols an vel check. Direct from

James al -

 dow | 06122-588628 Uli Muetier -

/57366 | 06128741124 Kiaus Fries -
0611-949-0786

Jan s for wostp st e i) ana
e r— ner Kaserme) Kalserslautern, (Larson Barcks)
House Furnished 876 | [Kitzingen, (Tompkmx Barracks) Heidelberg-

(near

Computers

—
800HighTech.com

Rottweiler Puppies, puro

Bamsiact
360 | T s o s

papers. boaui are
riin

[EGETYTEGIT | | whie Golle pups. Young

T
$32,995 VOLVO 2004 V70 AWD DEMO

Premium Package, Sport Package, Child seats

U, p:

381427 rab o D72 6505500 Resume Service 928
Shih Tau puppies wih papers.
champion lino, 06551-960550

broed, Schwetzingen, or 2t the Adventist Miltary Support |5
Prie | Dream lalian Vacation house . | | Center, Johann Klotz Strale 13, 60528 Frankfurt

550 Euro, Phone 05154-266656 | Wi e 550 €, summer 650 €. | | o Main,Germa
Snapei 7 months, maie

pooltennis. mark rendina@)
with | Pooor phto (49)165.736. 9161

D | —| |

Fortimes and contacts cal,
haplain Dale Forrester:

Tel:069 673 887 or

0160365 2448 or E-mail:

RESUMES-CAREER
Great |, COAGHING, Servico
www,

Dane Wonderful Family pets
o rian” oy dale forrester@us.army.m
06033823456 FB.

T
$33,995 VOLVO 2004 S60R DEMO  $28,995 VOLVO 2005 V50 T5 AWD DEMO

=

18" Alloy Wheels, Rain Sensor, manual,
heated seats, Dolby surround audio system
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1
Jobs Offered 630 _| Jobs Offered 630 _| Jobs Offered 630

1 1 [ [
Earn your worth with your own business, .
take it with you when you mov ITT Industries
anliec
name since 1868, 350 products avaliable.
FREE i training, ITT Industries, Systems Division an Industry leader in ¥
Details at: Www.BOB777.com Malntenan(e,Logl ics and Support Services to DoD Telecommunications and Information
1 worl is seeking i Systems Corporation
AUTO GLASS CO. for immediate and future openings in the Europe: MANTECH OPMAS-E
seeks qual.installers lnrcarg'ass Vacancies / Site Operations Jan 05
e ® Meridian Switch Technician - Candidate must have certification
Qb be (D card holder. N M: ManTech is curenty accepting resumes fo the flloing
B o2 750103 or ﬁ\nmmz\ Ends 100 and associated equipment,Duties include b acopting o
‘email: info@goautoglas.com 0
~ pmb‘ems and Information rSysiem Operations Specialist (Tes) Requisition # 6337BR
e s, 3 years experience preferred. Must possess or be able to Sbtain ndividua shall have Associate of Science Degree and he successful completon of an applable
| aUS Secret clearance. Positions in the UK offer logistical US miftary or chilan techmical schoolin one of the folowing discplines: Eectonics; Informaton
mm m! support. Positions in Germany are under LN system. Systems, Computer Science or other related scientific or technical discipline, in telecommunica-
tonfnformaton systems operatons and maintenance suppart management. ndidual shoud
have the traning and educaton qualicatons vith a minimum of tree (3) years of speciaized
[ere— @ Finance Manager - position is in Germany. Qualified candidate experience in maintenance support of
. will have BS/BA in Accounting; 5+ years of experience,
Employment Opportunity preferably with a US Defense contractor famlarity with W v the it and exgerienc o pertor mule e and ks ltng 1 he s
i o ncuc
Central Texas College is currently accepting GAAP/FAR/DCAA. Position is under LN system. Telephone/Voice switching, Data Networking, LAN, VTC and User equipment/devices. Must quality
resumes for instructor positions. The following § . a5 TchmialRepresontatve (TR tatus n iy
positions are available: Qualified applicants are encouraged to send a resume to:
Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Truck patricia.barry@itteboc.com or fax to +49 6204-4153. Telecom System Specialist —spec 6. ton-Tes3
(HEMTT) Maintenance Training Instructor for
the HEM-311 Course and an MD-310 M1A1
Course instructor. ITT Systems is an equal opportunity employer. Telecom System Specialist —Tech Gi6_ 0in-Tes)

Courses will be conducted at the 7th ATC T T
Combined Arms Training Center (CATC) in
Vilseck, Germany.

Al applicants for above positions must be U.S, Citizens, qualify or currently hold
a .S, security clearance, and must be able to qualify for and operate Government
provided light vehicles.

Interested personnel please contact CTC,
Atin Gary R, Kindred, Unit 28038, APO, AE
09112 or DSN 476-2553/2542 Civilian Tel:
09662-83-2553/2542 or Email:
garykindred@europe.cted.edu

cialist Administrative #73498R
Location: Mannheim, Germany New Opening

stant to the Project Manager and
‘eneral ofce support in the day-to-day project operatins, Associates degree preferred of indi-
vl st e 15 dplons o et AND o st e s of g oprence

2l petrming off dutls e rcs of ool (ot rmanma\ adminisraton, and fiing,

tant dute ent i reacing, witing and
speaking the English language to include the abilty to uowpveheud and interpret comples tech-
nical data; infermediate Geman language sKils desirable. Advanced computer kil (Microsot
Offce) inclucing software used by the U, Forces, This is a local national positon; applicant

FERD. SCHLINGLOFF EUROMOVER’&

N i ool i Leading IT Company seeks it sty i
Tel:06181-91640-13 or-15.

Full Time Software Engineers to work in Mannheim, Germany. ‘Applicants should visit ManTech's website at www,mantech,com employment oppor-
Administrative Assistant We are looking for individuals with experience in Avpors o e i v o 13 losnot sy gk
needed for routine office functions Remedy Development & Administration and Oracle carolyn.morn i for consideration; specify
Requirements: 40 WPM, Microsoft Database & Remedy Administration. BA/BS in software "

Office Suite proficency, must be able related field is preferred. Approx. 10% travel required.
to read and write both German and . T T
English. Salary negotiable. Must have Active US DOD
STANDARD ISSUE

MEETS A NEW STANDARD

T Secret clearance or higher to be considered.
Employment Opportuniti Apply to:www.artelinc.com N ~
or email resume to: dhenderson@artelinc.com estripes. osd.mil

JOINTHE
STARSKSTRIPES ' ' T T

TEAM TODAYE

GRAPIIC ARTIST What's your scene?

‘Cutof Dates NIA
Closing Date: Unil i

REPORTERIPHOTOGRAPHER

Sury: 3200085800
Opening Datc: 09 NOV 04
Date: NIA

Date: il Filled

OFFSET PRINT WORKER
si

029 per hour

BuyiStrapesithisiSundayfand

LABORER X
WSt e everysSundayitol getiyou scene!

How To Apply

Online: it hemauarar ey il
Resur .

Furapean Srs & S
NAF Fersonnl Ofice
APO AE, 09211

Fax Resume:

InPerson

STARS!

Your H, t

14 STRIPES.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Tlmrsday
N-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Kansas at Iuwz St. (di
AFN-Spor Prfs, 11 a.m.—College basketball:
250

Nevada (did).
Sports. Y PedRSATLA. Lakers at
id).

NBA: Houston at

Friday

cuuege basketball:

AFN-Atlantic, 1 am.
D at North & Carolma st
AFN-Sports, 1

raci
—NBA: New

e
" AFN-S} nns, 9 am.—Golf: Sony Open, first
round G

Al pam—Colege basket-
eat Nonh carolma St
BB babketball
AFN- sg rts, 7:30 p.m.—College basketball:
Oregon St. at Washington St. (did).

(Alltimes are central European
dicated delz‘] d broadcast. All listings are
je. Visit www.myafn.net for

din-

)
St

College basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

resd:
L linols (16:0) a1 ot play.Next: vs. Penn
state, Wednesda
2 Kangas (158 i not play.Next: at owa
state, Wednesday.
3 r(onn Carolina (13-1) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 8 Georgia Tech, Wednesda
4. Wakc chst fersy) beat Mary And 81-66.
Next: v North Carofina, Saturday,
ke G1-0) i oot Slmeed S ortn
calolina state, Thursdla
Oklahoma State (12-1) beat Missouri
O NBAC VS, JoWa State, datirda
racise (16D did ot pley. Next: at
providence, Saturday,
& Gnorgla Tech (1T did not play. Next:at
inesday.

gling, Wed
§/10.3) did ot pia
Wetnesuay
s (122) Y ot play. Next: at

&
iy M\sslssmm St 142) did not play.
%u(( \d not D\a)’ Next: vs.
Yege (13 0) ﬂ\d not play.

Next: at ost \/Arg\ma‘ un
jashington (132) did not play. Next:

v Orﬁon‘t ey
higan State (10-2) did not play.
Next: at Wisconsin, Sunday.
5 Gonzage ALY did nol play. Next: vs.
ursday.

la Marymount

uisvile (33 | beat Southern Missi
i'w BOHE Next 2t No: 16 Cincinnat Satur-
ay

2. Pmsbm%h (11-2) did not play. Next: vs.
seton Hall, S
‘56 Washiigton (10:2) did not play.
25 Bonayenture, Wedne

Next: sday,
2. Marq+lelte 30 did ot piay. Kext: at
Memphi
23 A ) beat Arkansas 64-61
ext: v issippi state, Tuesday.
4. t: vs. Mi

nesota iy,
k\ahuma (12-2) did not play. Next: at
Bayior Saturday:

Tuesday’s men’s scores

EAST
Aloright 6, Widener

Amherst 6

gentiey 7‘% Amerlcan Intermational 61
el

n 61
ECoT 68, Johnson & Wales, Ri. 67
Al St b Buttalo
o omacHcut 68 MaSe. Barmouth 67
£ Nazarene 72 Anma Mria 69
Eiizabethtown 0, Juniata .
dicott 68, Bates
Erankin & Marshai 103, Muhlenberg 79
rankiin pierce of, st Ans
Geneva 107, baint pai kSA
Georgetown 62, Rutgers
" Washinoton, M. 62

Gettys|
Haverford , dohins Hopkiris 80
Hobart 74, Hamilt

lthacs 69, eimira

Wheaton, M Rnngﬂeld 79
Worceater Soraeri) fiourg st. 65

B Campbeivite 7
Davi sa‘ Appalachian St 63
Phgler 103, tdward Waiers i
Fio8Ga Gk Conat &7 Ly

i, Ky. 124, Miami ( amo) Mid 56
Vil 83, Flo

rida Atlantic 81
Kentucky Christian o7, Circlevile Bible 67
Kentucky St. 75, Fort Valley St. 56

Lambuth 70, Trevecca Nazarene 69
Loursule 167, Souther

wc

55
i Sk Sam Sam ouston st. 54
o e oyne
Ucclermont o5, . Retucky 72
Ucr 10 stets
Virginia Urion 38, Fayetteville t. 79
-7

e Forest 81, Maryl

carroll, Wis. 79, Ripon 7
Cate Soh U 7>

Houston 93, Centenary 82
Oklahoma St. 78, Missouri 68

BYU 110, Montana St.-Billings 70
St. Mary's, Cal. 59, Air Force
Utan Valléy St 73 Texas-pan American 51

Minn.-Duluth 80, rm\anmase
AP Women’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday

1, Duke (15-1) did not piay. Next: at Virgin-
ia, Friday

2. Baylor 12:) dd not play. Next: at Ne-
braska, Wedn

LS AT TV dld hot play. Net: at Forida,

ursday.
4 Rutders (11-2) beat Pittsburgh 68-41.
Next; vs. Georgetown, Thursday.
Nl St State (152} beat Michigan 84-56.
wa, Tl

vs. N hursday.
N o (13 -2)cid OB Next: v, cal-
ifornia, Thurs
Nre Bame (13-2)did not play. Next: vs
No, 16 Connecticut, Wednesday.
% Yenmessse (10:3) aid ot pay. Next: vs.
Arkansas, Thursday.
9. Michigan State (13-2) did not play. Next:
vs; Wisconsin, Thursday,
8, North Carolina (12-2) did not play. Next:
atHorth Caroima state. Fday.
11; Minnesota (13-2) did ot play. Next: at
N30 purdye, Thursday.
17, Toxas (8:4)dicnot play. Next: at No. 13
Texas Tech, Wednesday.
13, Texas Tech (11-2) did not play. Next: vs.
N iz Texas, Wednes
stor College ¢ {i:n) did not play.

15 Ma1yland (ll 2 dvd V|01 Play. Next: at
Georgla Tech

16, connecﬂcm (8 4) d\ﬁ not play. Next: at
No. 7 Notre Dame, Wednes ¥

17. Vanderbilt (12-2) d\d not play. Next: at
Auburn, Thurst

18 Georgle (1 (ta) did not play. Next: at
Kentueldy Prreday

IZQUQCL (10~ 4) did not play. Next: vs. Arizo-
na

20. Purd u l% -4) did not play. Next: vs. No.
11 Mmr\eso(a, Thursday.

21. /a (13-2) did not play. Next: at No. 5
Ohio Slate. Thursday.

22. DePaul (ll 3) d\ﬂ not play. Next: vs.

ay.

Ea5t Caroiina, Fr
51 R TS 1y best Missourl
8744, Next; vs. Nebraska, Saturday
4. Towa state (11.3) id not piay. Next:vs.
Kansas inesday.
23 Viginia Tech {313 did not play. Next:
. North Carolina State, Monday.

Tuesday’s wnmen’s scores

American International 63 Bentley 58
Amherst 65, W. New Eng

S
\%/estfeld 3,
Coast Guard 66,

orgian Court 57

n & Mars A Swarthmore 45
co &4, St Anselm

erev: it Park d6

Gettysbur%u wasmngmn Md. 47

haca 85,
oS HonkInG S Haverford 49
PSS, connechcul a7

Marshall 82, Wesi

Mass.-Boston 8, Pl moum S0
-Lowell 1 Lebioyne s

Mebaniel i

5, o
Merrimack /1. Brvant 61
62, Queens Coll. 61

Molloy
Mount Holyoke 57, Sarku.s1
e b e

N T T B0 oty

Fos
) 84, Mouint St. Vincent 49

New Hampshire 60, Maine 57

New Paltz 72, Vassar 64,
Oswego &85, Bratcouron 34
Post, Conn. 56, Bloomfield 48

ochester ol Rochester fech 38
Rutgers 68, Pittsbt

Waﬁn 2500 65 carmedier -Melon 54
Wheaton, Mass.
Wesleyan‘ Cor\n oL Albenus Magnus a2
Westmin
Bateison 14, namaposs
Willams 85 et

Sirmingham-Southern 83, Sewanee 46
Sryan 6o, Wil

Columbia 53,
. Mennonits

e St. o
feh's ob, Kentucky o

Kentucks bhtistan a1 Cievile sible 34
Longuood 69, Jacksarvile'St. o4
pikevile 63, Virginia 43

Roanoke 6 Viasingion & Leest

Shaw 112, Elizabeth City $t. 6:

Washington & Jeffer: son[;ﬁi Fhomas More 63
Guena vista 84, wartou

o, T
Capta 8 Beldelnera 48
rville 86, Urb:

Eoncordls Wis. 83 Rvemo 47
oane s ba

£dgewood A arian,

urek Dcmmlcam m %

E
Freea 79 Hillsdal
llinols Coll

ilinois

W. llinois 58, UM

Walsh 75, Malon

Wacaton M7 North central 49
‘SOUTHWE!

S Utah 49, Oral Roberts 43

Texas-par American s Praiie View 55

aregon Tech a6, £ 0regon2
Vanguard 93, Westmont 78

Medibank International

Wednesday

AtThe Sydney nternational
Rustralia

rum~Aw.§41 (intl;

r 1)

e
iateTiara utdobr
Singles

nnis Centre

Ueyton Hewit? (1) Aus(raha, def. Amaud
Clement, france

NN
Fish Unted States, 7 s(o

S( ttes, def. Mardy

Minay, Czecf iz e, Fermando
Verdasco, spain

anama‘ def. Jarkko Ni-

Llodra, ‘France, de( Feliciano
Le&ez (5). Spain, 6-4, 36, 7
ox My, Belarls, et Joachim Johans-
son (3), S len, 4-1, retired.
nadel« Yepeneic Caech Regub\la def. Igor
Andreev, Russia, 63, 6.7 (3
‘Thomas Johansso (7, _Sweden, def.
Wayne Arthurs, Australia, 7-6 (4), 6-1.

Second Rous
e Gk Daniela Han-
2,696

na bementieVa (3), Russia, def. Eleni Da-
rifldou Greece‘ s»z‘ 862

(@), Switzerland, def.
Magda\ena Maleeva Blgaria, 64,62

Tatiana
Go\ov\n France,
‘Molk (&), Australia, def. Jelena Jank-
ia:Montenegro, 6"
Lna\a o jaga, Colombia, - def. Vera
vonareva b, Rus?’ Lo,

e..
First Round
Leander pacs, s, a8 Nenad Zimoniic
SerbaMontengors, Ger Felciant Lopez and
Fernando Verdasco, Spain, 1-6, 6-4, 6

Maesty shupath, India, and Todd Wood
bridge (3), Australia, def lardy Fish and
Brian MacPhie, United Staies. 6-2,6-3.

Quarterfinals
lenko akimova,
e G Tanet oo, Tatwane s ong
Shua\ Chind. 75,
nchita Martine and Virginia Ruano Pas
cual (37 Satn gt el Hober, Sogth A
ca,and Lisa McShea, Australia, 6-4 6-1.
Elenn Dementievz, Russia. and

a (3
francesca &hvavone, \ta\g )
anne St

Watson, Australia,
Kooyong Classic
Wednesday
At Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: EXhibition
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

t Roun
Andre Agassi, United States, def. Nicolas
Massu, Chile, 61, 7:6 (4).
oger Federer, Switzeriand, def. Gaston
Gaudio, Argenting, &7,6.1
"im Henman, Britain, det. David Nalbandi-
an, Argentina, -1 -
Roddick, Unitéd states, cef. van Lju-
roatia, 61, 6-0

Heineken Open

bicies

p‘"‘%’ﬂ%’éﬁ'ﬂi’ﬂ" les)
urses it Series)
sh ard-Ouidoor

Guillermo cona6 §oN Ar?enlma‘ def. Cyril

saulnier, Fr
Olivier Rochu Belgium, "def. Federico
Lz taly, 626
Jos 56, r?er\(ma. def. Dominik Hr-
haty i smvam e
jan Herr Republic, def. Alberto
i

Robiy intori rited states, def. vince
spadea (4, Umted States, 75
la (6), Argentina, def.

Righdo Mo, Brazt 65 b1

Potito Starace, nafy def. Raemon
Netherlands, 6-4, 6-2.

Fernando Gondalez (s), Chile, def. Mariano
Zabaleta, Argent

r,

Simon Aspelin, Sehon
fustraliz, det. Josc]A a%us S Agontine.and
i

eru,
o RS B Miartin Rodriguez (), A

gentina, def. G.D, Jones and Adam Thomp-
son, New Zealand, 6-1, 6-4.
uarferfinals
e Allegro, Svitzeriand, and Michael
Cyril

himan;
Pave\ V:zner B et Repusie. 7 ©.3%,

arcia and Mariano Hood (4), Ar
?ermna, s Tonaclo Shela and Sabas:
ian Prieto, Argentina, 6-7 (1), 7-6 (5), 6-4.

Moorilla International
Wednesday
At The Domain Tenni

Hob: \ustralia

Pursc' Sllﬂ DW (I'lef V)
Q I

Zheng Jie, China, def K\am Koukalova (8),

Czech epuhl\c 46 7-6 (2), 6-2.

a (3), Czech Republic, def.
Nicole Vaidisova, Czech Republic, 2:6, 6.4

Centre

©tiNa,china, def. Marta Domachowska, Po-
land, 63, 3-6,
Gisela Dulko (3), Argentina, Jet, Kveta Pe-
schke, Czech Republic, 26, 64

g vt

il raybas and aurs Gramvlle (3), United

States, def. Barbora Strycova, Caech Repu-
e

Yan zi and zheng Jié (1), Chma et Cas%«

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and Di-

An:
nara Safina (2), Russia, def. Kristina Brandi,
Buerto Rico, and Kim Grant, South Afrca,

ina Jidkova, Russia, and Tatiana Perebiy-
nis, Ukraine, def. Iveta Benesova and Kveta
Peschke, Czech Republic, 7-5, 7-5.
Canberra Women’s Classic
AtThe Nationar Sports club

Canberr: !1 Australi
Irse: 5 (l"er V)

IEs

Yuhana Fedak Ukrsama gel Tamarine Ta-

ingary, def. Anna Smash-

Ella (), Italy, cef. Anna-Lena
Groenefeld, Germany, 6-2, 6-3.

ANK MCNAMARA

i s @ienkeramara com

WITH NO LERGUE

“CONTENT APPRO
us, wchnPunnquTwmsAﬁu
GAME REAL

VAL T0 RESTRICT
OTBALL VI
ABUSE, PRTY nns

STANCE.
POMESTIC XIROI.ENLE EXDE&QWE cassm

IT's
HAs
ARTISTIC FREEDPOMS.

PROBE. MALFUNCTIONS.

LIKE A GREAT WEK
BEEN LIFTER OFF OUR

Undsay Lee.Waters, United States, def.
Aniko Kapros, H ! -6, 75,63,
ion Bartoli (5 fance, def. Michaella
Krajicek, Netherlang
A anowic. SerbaMoftene o, def
Evie Dominikovic, Australia, 57, 6-

usgra\?e e Ghting. wheeler,
Austraha, def.”Emma Laine, Finland, and
athrin Woerle, Germany o+ 6 1.
Tathiar taly, dnd tina Krizan (3,
SIoyena. del APaOXA Farra Santona, Spa.
and Antonelia Serra Zanett, Italy, 46, 63,

‘Gabriela Navratilova and Michaela Pastiko-
va (4), Czech Republic, def. Leanne Baker,
New Zealand, and Fraricesca Lubiani, ltaly,

Marion Barfoli, France, and Anna-Lena
Groenefeld (1), Germany, def. Liga Dek-
meijere, Latvia, and Nana Miyagi, Japan, 64,

Women’s World Cup
Wednesday
At Cortina d') Ampuxn, Italy
l Renate Goetschl, Kustrla 1minute, 15.57
nla Paerson, Sweden, : 5.79.
5 Maina £re. Germany: 1160
3 Dioeees K dow, Ut & smes. 1:16.09.
& Michaela Dorimcister azl 6.17.

o

s 03,
i Dorfmeister, Ausiria, 549.
enate Goetschl, Austria, 518.

indsey Kildow, United States, 485.
7. Hilde Gerg, Germany,
& Marles schid, Ausmagdﬂ
e, |
To'Martia et Germa miny 32
jorld Cu su;uilnus
rag
Michaela Dorfmeister, Ausria, 215
z I.mdsey Kidow, United States, 210
Renate Goetschl, Aust
3T Gerg: Gormiany: 188,
5. Anja Paerson, Sweden, 154.

Tnesday’s transactlons

paLTIMORE “SRIOLES ~A3reed to terms
with RHP James Baldwin on'a minor league
contrac

CLEVELAND INDIANS—Agreed to terms
with OF Juan Gonzalez on a minor league

contract,
YANKEES—Agreed to_terms
With LHP Randy Johnson on a two-year con-
tract extension through 200;
TORONTD. BLUE JAVS Agreed to_terms
with LHP Scott Schoenewels on a two-year
cont

ARIZONA_DINMIGNOBACKS STraded LHP

Randy Johnson to the New Vcrk Vankees for

avier Vasquez. L Brad Halsey, € Dion-

d 9 milion. Traded favarro

ny Muegge and

RHP Beltran Peroz m I.os Angeles or OF
Shawn Green and $10

e to terms with

s
ear contra

recd o terms
four-year con-

o

YORK METS—Agreed to terms with

O o B o A e o e e

and with RHP Philip Humber on a five-year
contract.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Agreed to terms

with RHP Terry Adams on a one-year con-

38 IS LATD o1 & O
108 ANGELES DODEERS
with RHP Derek Lowe o

ational Sasketball Association
cHA —Placed F Theron
Actiated G er-

ens to a 10-day contract.
NEW YORK KNICKS ~Activated G Jarmison
srewer from the injured
‘Amer nBaskelhall “Association
STARS—Announced the res-
ighaton of Burcl Lee, coach. Named Del-
a Milton-Jones interim coa

nal Football Lea
CAROLINA - PANTHERS Named Danny
Crossman special teams c
VAN DOLPHINS - Signed LS William Dela:
houssaye, DE Ronald Flemans,
oy, Pape. s Ricky Sharpe.
:amnsonano B Winiion Tayior and DENiat
ers.
NEWVORK iETS —Signed TE Mt chita, 08
Kevin Eakin, DB D.J. Johnson, DE Radell Lock-
art, LB Rydn Nyers and OT Charles Thomas
to fuiture NFL contracts.
red  Mark

Michaels, special teams coach.
SOCCER

o AajorLeague Soccer
CHICAGO FIRE= Announced MF John Thor-
rington was allocated to the team.

LORADO RAPIDS—Named John Murphy
assistant coacl

COLORADO STATE-
ore. men's basketbail G Dwight hner
left g team for personal reason

bl indsey Haroiad Tor the romsindes of
the season for a violation of team rul

KENTUCKY—Announced freshman men's
basketball G Joe Crawford left school and
Wil transfer

SEPH'S—Added F Jordan Fowler

(O 1hE (nen S EASketbal feam.
—Named' Greg Robinson foot-

cl
TENNESSEE STATE—Named James Web-
ster football coach.

S Bhounced so
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Menwith Hill senior Cole McClain, right, controls British champion Gurdet Badesha during

7-4 victory over Badesha at the Aspull Intern:

Courtesy of John Mortimer
nal

tournament in Wigan, England, last November. McClain has been training with the British National Freestyle team.

McClain ready to take on world

Menwith Hill wrestler adds tougher competition to training

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

osing doesn’t sit well
with Menwith Hill's Cole
McClain.

McClain, who wrestles
at 152 pounds for the Mustangs,
lost last year’s 142-pound Europe-
an championship match, 6-4, to
Ramstein’s Karl Saucier.

Since then, McClain has em-
barked on a self-improvement
plan that has him training three
times a week with the British Na-
tional Freestyle team, with whom
he’s wrestling — and winning —
international tournaments.

e has one goal in mind.

“I plan to see Saucier again,”
McClain, 17, said by telephone on
Monday.

“I got into this training just to
beat him.”

Now he’s beating just about ev-
eryon

After taking his lumps at the
outset against more experienced
freestylers, McClain won interna-
tional championships at Tryst,
Scotland, in June; Dublin, Ire-
land, in October and Wigan, En-
gland, in November.

“I was very intimidated at
first,” the lanky McClain said of
his early days after he took up fre-
estyle in June at a club in Brad-
ford, England.

“I was getting beaten up going
against adults who were heavier
then I was and knew the tech-
niques. I knew I had to improve.”

He quickly did, mastering the
freestyle techniques with a sin-
gle-minded devotion to his cho-
sen sport. After beating the Brit-
ish national team’s 69-kilogram
champion, Gurdit Badesha, Mc-
Clain was invited to join the na-
tional team’s workouts and take
part in its tournament schedule.

Impressive as they are, Mc-
Clain’s international titles are just
the tangible evidence of his per-
sonal growth as a wrestler, he
said.

“I've become more self-aware
of body momentum and
strength,” McClain said of his
mat presence after his rarefied
training and competition.

“I'm much quicker on the mat,
and I've learned some techniques
that are new to DODDS. I've had
coaches come up to me after a
match and ask what the moves I
used were.”

Ramstein coach Dave Izzo, for
one, is impressed.

“The first thing that strikes me
about him is his height,” Izzo said
by telephone on Tuesday. “He
has really good leverage on al-
most everyone he wrestles.”

Izzo added that McClain ap-

plies his mind as well as his tall
frame to his sport.

“He’s a very good technician,”
1zz0 said of McClain, who is just a
shade under 6 feet 3. “He has lots
of confidence. He’s very aggres-
sive.”

While Saucier is the immediate
goal, McClain has a few other ob-
jectives in mind.

“My coach [Jimmy Haw-
thorne] has been talking to the
Navy coach, Bruce Burnett,” Mc-
Clain said. “T'd like to snck with
wrestling as long as I can.”

Up to and including, perhaps,
the Olympics.

“If London gets the bid [in
2012], Jimmy wants me to take
dual citizenship and wrestle
there,” said McClain, who’s been
at Menwith Hill for eight years.
“I'd be pleased to have a chance
to be in the Olympics.”

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

This week’s schedule

Basketball
(Boys and girs at same sites
unles: dicated)

Fm(emaﬂena\ School of

.
n II—AFNORTH and Black Forest
Academy atPatch SHAPE and Viseck at

iorth—Brussels at Men-

Division lll-South—Ansbach at Gies-
n; Hohenfels at Baumnolder.

it at Aviano; Naples
lan at Livorno; Sigonella at Vicen:

andh

2.
Nonconference— aamberg at Bitburg.

- intemational_School of
Bnﬁssels '3t Reidelberd; Warzbrg at Lak-

Division Il—AFNORTH at Hanau; Black
Forcst Aeademy 2t Fetch Viseck o

iorth—Brussels at Men-

n

with Hill.
Division l:South—Ansbach at Gies-

ser: Hohenfels ot Gaumrold

iy ano; Naples
and Milan oo Sigonelia at Viben:

nconference—SHAPE at Ramstein;
samberg ot E\(hurg

iesday
- Kalser S e gils at Ram-

~Marymount at American Over-
seXaoa oo
ce—International School
of Brussels at SHAPE; Giessen at Frank-
furt International School.

Wednesday
Divislon —Kalserslautern boys at Rarm-
stein

Italy— A American Overseas School of
Rome at Marymo

wresﬂlng
Aviano, Naples: Sgondla Vicenza at

elberg, Mann a
Kaiserslautem: APNORTH, The American

School'in London, Alconbury. Brussels,
hak ghn‘a(h Menwith Hill, SHAPE at Lon-
jon

Game of the week

. \‘r(hha"t Vilseck at Mannheim boys bas-
1pyn. Saturday E’
Wha emamm ranklin  Village
Sports Arena, Man:
What's at siake: Probable unbeaten D

nbeaten
some effort, according to Vilseck coach
ich
“We've only played two games,” Ritter
said by telephone on Tuesday “We're
Roping that our team comes out 00king

Rl( r knows what Mannheim looks
iike, having ‘scouted them in a Bison
sweap of Hohentel of Division il 63-41
and 56-52, las
“They, have Iwo oodpost players
&t nga 4 Rickey poléel”
e to provert hem
cmmnomgmuswhanneymumnohen-

vu eck's two victories, also over Ho-
henfes, showed Riter a coupleofthings
to 0st scarmi;
o R e Yopes e o ren Seomng
from the rest of the squat
“Jones has shown a \ot of improve-
ment from last year," Ritter said.
nheim  coach John Crogkett,
m has won four straight en
Toute 0 3 51 record, had 1o idea i
to expect on Tuesday, but
Change fo Scout the Falcons when they
Sl SHABE G Friday mght at BRv.
in go quick or we can go big,”
Cruckeﬁ said. “It il depends on what

&

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

iffi unds. Griffin shot 53 percent in Satur- said, “it's doubly good."
L‘leatl, szlg:P dayscometmm behind victory. I(;Xn:'dkm Hyter lyter, a former European long jump
oys basket But according to Tingey, the big stat on | Girls basket! champion, has made basketball strides
Patch Kaiserslautern

Last week: Griffin, a 5-f00t-10 senior
shooting guard, scored 32 points on Fri-
day and 29 Saturday as the Panthers
swept visiting Bitburg 61-57 and 63-61

*He shot really well," Patch coach Brian
Tingey said of his All-Europe second-team
retumee who shot 55 percent from the
floor on Friday and led Patch with eight re-

Saturday, when the Panthers overcame a
10-point deficit with two minutes to play,
was Griffin's 7-for-9 shooting from behind
the three-point arc. Griffin, who's averag-
ing 25 points in his last four games for the
Panthers (3-2), also stole the ball five
times Saturday in a game won by Gene
Simpson's put-back at the buzzer.

Selected by Stars and Stripes staff

Last week: Hyter, a junior, had 19
points and six steals in Kaiserslautern's
50-46 victory over Ramstein on Saturday.

E reat game,” Kaiserslauten
coach Corey Sullivan said, adding that the
victory over the tearm's perennially power-
ful neighbor gided its 4-0 rec:

“Anytime you beat Hamslem Sulivan

that parallel K-town's improvement as a
team, Sullvan said.

“She's gotten a lot smarter.” he said.
“She's blending her physical abilty with
basketballintelligence. Last year, she'd be
going too fast and get called a lotfor charg-
ing. This year, she’s leamed how to avoid
it”

Selected by Stars and Stripes staff
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The Pacers’ Jermaine 0’'Neal taunts the Memphis crowd after making two free throws to beat the Grizzlies.

Loss to Pistons not as bad
for Nets as losing Jefferson

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.
Bad news arrived in the after-
noon for Richard Jefferson and
the New Jersey Nets, and bad bas-
ketball naturally followed.

Hours after they learned they’d
be without Jefferson for the re-
mainder of the season, the Nets
sorely missed his offense in an
89-80 loss to the Detroit Pistons
on Tuesday night.

Jefferson needs surgery to re-
pair a torn ligament in his left
wrist, meaning the Nets will have
to make do without their leading
scorer and rebounder just 3"z
weeks after acquiring a third star,
Vince Carter.

“It's tough, we were just talking
about it [Monday] and he wasn’t
sure what the doclors were going
to say,” Carter said.

Rasheed Wallaoe had 19 points
and 13 rebounds, and Richard
Hamilton scored 18 points for the
Pistons as they extended their
road winning streak to six games
on the one-month anniversary of
their last loss away from home.

Jefferson, dressed in all black,
watched from the bench as the
Nets got 19 points from Carter, 16
from Travis Best and 13 from
Jason Kidd while losing for the
fourth time in five games.

Jefferson originally injured the
wrist when he was flagrantly
fouled last month by Detroit’s
Chaum‘ey Billups on a break-

Jeffersun said he doesn’t con-
sider Billups a dirty player, but
he thought the foul constituted a
dirty play.

“I have been in this league for a
while and you all can check my
record. I know I don’t have more
than one or two flagrants,” Bil-
lups said. “Everybody knows I
don’t play like that. There is no
reason to make a play like that,
with malicious intent.”

)

Jefferson had been in a
mini-slump ever since being on
the receiving end of Billups’ un-
dercut foul, and an MRI revealed
the torn ligament. Jefferson will
wear a cast for two months after
undergoing surgery, and he said
he hoped to return for the play-
offs — if the Nets qualify.

That’ll be a much more daunt-
ing task now that the team leader
in scoring (22.2) and rebounds
(7.3) is out. The loss solidified the
Nets’ spot at the bottom of the At-
lantic Division.

Cavaliers 100, Bobcats 98
(OT): At Cleveland, Drew Gooden
scored nine of the Cavaliers’ final
15 points, including seven in over-
time.

LeBron James, who had 29
points, helped the Cavaliers rally
from a 10-point deficit in the
fourth quarter for its fourth
straight victory.

Brevin Knight tied a career
high with 20 assists for the Bob-
cats, who lost for the eighth time
in nine games.

On Wednesday, the Cavaliers
learned rookie guard Luke Jack-
son will have back surgery Thurs-
day and miss the rest of the sea-

Roundup

son.

Jackson, the 10th overall pick
in last year’s NBA Draft, has had
back problems since the summer,
but the pain worsened recently.
He was diagnosed earlier this
week with a herniated disc.

Hornets 88, Kni 2: Baron
Davis had 21 points and 10 assists
to give the Hornets their first win-
ning streak of the season.

Lee Nailon had 18 points, and
PJ. Brown and Dan Dickau
added 17 points each for the Hor-

nets, who ended a 15-game road
losing skid.

Allan Houston led the Knicks
with 17 points.

Hawks 103, Bucks 80: Ty
ronn Lue scored a season-high 18
points to lead seven players in
double figures as the Hawks
snapped a six-game losing streak.

The Bucks were without start-
ing center Dan Gadzuric for most
of the game. He played only six
minutes before he was taken to an
Atlanta hospllal complaining of
stomach pai

Pacers 85, Grizzlies 85: Jer-
maine O’Neal capped a 35-point
night by making two free throws
with 4.6 seconds left to snap the
Grizzlies’  six-game  winning

streak.

O'Neal, who was 12-for-23 from
the field, grabbed 12 rebounds to
give Indiana its only victory in a
four-game road trip

Pau Gasol had 31 points and
four blocks for Memphis, and
Bonzi Wells added 20 points.

ings 109, Nuggets 100:
Stojakovlc scored 27 points, Mlke
Bibby added 18 and
short-handed Kings extended the
Nuggets’ losing streak in Sacra-
mento to 17 games.

Rookie Kevin Martin scored 11
of his career-high 17 points in the
second quarter for the Kings, who
dressed just nine players.

Chris Webber sat out with a
sore left knee, and the Kings also
were without new acquisitions
Cuttino Mobley and Michael Bra-
dley following Monday’s trade
with Orlando for Doug Christie.

SuperSonics 104, Clippers
99: Al Seattle, Ray Allen scored
31 points and Vladimir Rad-
manovic had nine of his 18 points
in the fourth quarter for the Su-
perSonics.

Corey Maggette led the Clip-
pers with 20 points. Elton Brand
added 17 points and 11 rebounds.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
@B
New York 17 18 485 —
Boston 16 19 457 1
Philadelphia 15 18 455 1
Toronto 132 31
New Jersey 12 22 353 4%
Southeast Division
27 10 730 —
Wakhington 1913 59 5%
Orlando 18 15 545 7
Charlotte 23 258 16
Atlanta % 188 18%
Central Division
Cleveland 212 6% —
1914 56 2
Indiana 17 16 515
Chicago 1418 438 6%
Milwaukee 1220 375 8%

Western Conference

Southwest Division
WL [
San Antonio B8 8 78 -
Dallas 2 10 68 4
Memphis 18 18 500 10
Houston 17 17 500 10
New Orleans 429 121 2%
Northwest Division
Seattle %5 8 758 —
Minnesota i7 16 515 8
Portland 15 18 455 10
Denver 120 42 1%
Utah 12 24 333 14%
X Pacific Division
nix 4 88 —
sacramento 2 1 667 8
LA Lakers 18 14 563 1%
Clippers 16 17 485 14
Gliden Save QL2 2
Cloveland 100 char[oRe 38,67
Atlanta 103, Milwaukee 80
etroit 89, New Jersey 80
New Orlea

Phoenix 122, Miami 107
Sacramento 109, Denver 100
Seattle 104, L.A. Clippers 99
Wednesday's games
Boston at Tor
Portiand at Washington
New Orleans at Detroit
lando at Minnesota
Philadelphia at Chicago
Milwaukee at San Antonio

Seattle at L Clippers
ursday's games
New Jersey at Houston
Utah at Sacramento
Cleveland at LA Lakers
iday

Sordon Siate o eatle

Tuesday
Cavaliers 100, Bohcats 98 (0T)
RLOTTE — Wallace 8-15 2-3 18, oka'nr
s
: ]l,WNteDDOO ly 3-5 1
ampson 020- S Hobinson 6 60
James 11 214 5-7 29, Gooden

0:10 22, Mcinnis
3—5 o7

:hdnne 21931213 11- 98
Clevelar 19 26 19 23 13-100

Fiveebaint Goals—Chiriotie 53 (Kapono
3:3, Bogans 2-4, Wallace 0-1, Rush 0-1), Cleve-
land 3-14 (James 2:5, Sr\ow 1-2 Gooden -1,

Paviovic -1 Mclnnis 09). Fouled out —None!
ReboundsCharlotte. 49 (Okafor 9, Cleve:
Iand7 digausias L1, scists_ cnanmen
(Knight 20, Cleveland 25 (James 9). Total
Ao " Cveland 33 Febnen.

qals—charlotte Defensive Three” Second,
mpson. A— 18,494 (20,562).

Hawks 103, Bucks 80

E — Mason 614 12 13, JSmith
X ms 4-11

loztez- a0

-103
Kee 28 dan
s 1-3, MWilliams 0-1, Redd
3s (Drobmak 1-1, Walker 1-3,
n 0-D: Fouled out.-Santia:

At
Three:Point Goals—Mil

auke
liams 7), Atlanta 24 (Lue 9). Total
uls- /aukee 17, Atlanta 23. A—11,280
(19,445).

Pistons 89, Nets 80
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Suns forward Amare Stoudemire, left, shoots over Heat
forward Udonis Haslem, right, in the fourth quarter.

Suns: Stoudemire a young Shaq

SUNS, FROM BACK PAGE

“We've obviously struggled with the top teams in the
West, and that’s something that I think should stick in our
mind every day,” Van Gundy said. “And any time we have
any tendency to get complacent, that should be what push-
es us and drives us to improve over the last 14 weeks of the
season. We have to get a lot better to get to where we want
0 go. You can’t argue the facts on that.”

Stoudemire relished his matchup with O’Neal, his boy-
hood idol.

“Idid alittle bit of everything,” Stoudemire said. “I tried
to mix it up on him, and use my jumper. I figured he was
going to back up a little bit and let me shoot, and when he
came out, I took it to the rack and tried to get fouls or make
plays for my teammates.”

O’Neal has always liked Stoudemire.

“Tonight it was the old me versus the young me,” O'Neal
said. “I wanted to make him shoot the j Jumper, and he shot
it, and he shot it real well. He’s a great ki

Despite Miami’s attempts to slow the tempo, the Suns

raced to their highest-scoring first quarter of the season,
taking a 40-25 lead. Miami never was closer than 10 again.

“We talked about it. Every first quarter, they jump on
people,” Van Gundy said. “We got ourselves in a big hole,
and we tried a couple times to fight back, but we just could
never get enough stops to ever make it a game.”

Stoudemire made all four of his first-quarter shots —
each one from beyond 15 feet. O’Neal scored 17 in the first
half on 8-for-9 shooting, five of them dunks.

The Heat were down 71-61 on Wade’s basket early in
the second half, but the Suns went on one of their trade-
mark runs, this one 18-4, to go up 89-65 on Stoudemire’s
soaring dunk with 6:40 left in the third.

In the fourth quarter, Stoudemire was knocked down by
O’Neal, but flipped the ball in sidearmed as he fell. He
made the free throw for a three-point play to put Phoenix
up 105-85 with 9:46 left.

“They shot the ball very well, and we made too many
mistakes,” O’Neal said. “Every time we’d almost get back
in it, we'd have a turnover and they’d go down and make a
three.”

M University of Maryland University College Exrope

Register Now!

Register January 3-14 for UMUC-Europe undergraduate and
UMUC/Bowie State University graduate classes.

Check out the Term 3 schedule of classes:

www. ed. umauic. edu

Contact us at DSN 370-6762, CIV +49-(0)6221-3780, e-mail edstudent_svc@ed.umuc.edu,
or visit your UMUC-Europe field representative.
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ointed exchange of words
etween Jets and Steelers

BY CHUCK FINDER
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Silly as
it might seem in the playoffs,
when motivation and emotion re-
quire no additional external fuel-
ing, Steelers linebacker James
Farrior and several New York
Jets players, namely defensive
end Shaun Ellis, exchanged rela-
tively charged words this week
over ... words.

It all goes back to some visiting
postgame proclamations when the
Steelers and Jets confronted one
another Dec. 12 at Heinz Field.

the aftermath of that 17-6
Steelers triumph, an array of Jets
from Curtis Martin on down
talked for public consumption
about how they hoped to return to
the same vente, to face the same
team, in the postseason.

Ellis went a step further, vow-
ing that night: “If we come back
again, we'll beat them. 1 honestly
believe that with all my might.”

This from a muscular, 6-foot-5,
285-pound  fellow nicknamed
“Big Katt” with 41 career sacks,
including 1% of his team-high 11
this season in last month’s game
at Heinz Field.

Pittsburgh
Steelers

10:30 p.m. Saturday
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific & Radio

Game time is Central European.

New York
Jets

“Yeah, we noticed it,” Farrior,
a Jets linebacker between
1997-2001, said on a telephone
conference call Tuesday. “We
were surprised he said that. ...
We just looked at it and laughed
at it, and they got whal they

To which Ellis reapunded bare-
ly seconds later, when informed
by media members about Far-
rior’s comments: “The statement
that I made, I'm a man, I put my
name on it, I'll stick by it.”

Then again, Ellis added, what
would folks expect from a profes-
smnal competitive athlete after a
loss

“I’m not going to say they’re

going to beat us the next time,” he
continued. “T'd be a damn fool to
say that. I still believe that (the
Jets will win). It was just the way
1 truly felt in my heart. Here it is,
we got another chance against
them. ... Whatever happens, hap-
pens.

To be sure, the Jets still feel an
extra sting from that defeat. They
were whistled for 12 penalties in
the first half, a season high for a
team that committed the fewest
in the AFC this season and the
least amount in the NFL com-
bined over the past four years
under coach Herman Edwards.

League officials, in their post-
game report the following week,
admitted that Walt Anderson’s
crew muffed a few calls — two of
which came in one second-quar-
ter series, wiping out 59 yards in
Jets gains, and another that nulli-
fied a Hines Ward fumble.

Worse for this bunch, they held
rookie quarterback Ben Roethlis-
berger to the worst day of his
14-game NFL winning streak —
he compiled a 1.3 passer rating in
the first half and tossed two inter-
ceptions — and lost to the Steel-

Despite seeing his team outgained 296-262, Steelers coach Bill Cow-
her, above, saw his team beat the Jets 17-6 on Dec. 12 in Pittsburgh.

ers on a day when the winning
touchdown was scored on a pass
from Jerome Bettis.

The Jets outgained the Steelers
296-262, but quarterback Chad
Pennington threw a pass that Far-
rior intercepted at the Steelers’
26 and a Troy Polamalu intercep-
tion deep in New York territory
led to a Jeff Reed field goal.

In short, the Jets remember it
being a 3-3 game until the fourth
quarter, whereupon the Steelers
scored on Bettis’ halfback pass to
Jerame Tuman and his touch-
down rumble around right end
nine minutes later.

The fact that the loss was the
first of three in the Jets’ final four

regular-season games only serves
to compound their agony.

“We didn’'t play physical
enough and we didn’t play
smart,” linebacker Eric Barton
said of the Jets’ defense, which al-
lowed Roethlisberger to rally
from that horrendous first half to
complete four of his final five
passes for 99 yards. “Penalties
and coverages, we messed up a
couple of times.”

“We felt like a lot of things
were against us and we played
out of character, we got a lot of
penalties,” Ellis said. “Not saying
we should have won or whatever,
but it could have been a lot tighler
at the end. That’s the game we
like to play.”

Edwards
apologizes
for sideline
argument

BY ANDREA ADELSON
The Associated Press

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Her-
man Edwards’ mother saw this
side of him many times. Now the
entire country has seen it, too.

The Jets coach finally let his
emotions get the best of him dur-
ing the wild-card game against
the San Diego Chargers on Satur-
day night, getting info a fight with
assistant coach Bishop Harris on
the sideline. Edwards knew he
was wrong the second he let the
words come out of his mouth, so
he stepped in front of his team
Tuesday and said he was sorry
for losing his cool.

“It wasn't right,” Edwards said
as the Jets prepare to play Pitts-
burgh on Saturday. “The head
coach is supposed to keep his com-
posure. That's the one thing I
preach to our football team all the
time. 1 have high expectations on
myself and I let my guard down
and I shouldn’t have fallen into
the trap.

“I won’t embarrass the league
by showing me on the TV set in-
stead of showing our team.”

Edwards, who usually exudes
California cool, had never lost his
temper before as a player or a
coach. But his players know Ed-
wards is plenty emotional. Veter-
an receiver Wayne Chrebet said
he does not understand how Ed-
wards keeps everything bottled
up inside.

Jets head coach Herman Edwards,
above, had a heated argument
wnh assistant coach Bishop Har-
Saturday’s playoff game
in San Diego. The nature of the
confrontation is unknown.

“I liked it,” Chrebet said. “I
know he’s got it in him. We need
that, to follow his lead. I know
what he was like when he played.
Tknow he still has it in him.”

But the inner fire Edwards has
serves his team well.

“I don’t usually get mad, but
there’s times on the field where
I'm a second away from the same
type of thing,” Curtis Martin said.

hat’s just emotion, that's foot-
ball Just playing out ‘there in that
game especially. I didn't really
think of it as anything. ”

Edwards screamed at Harris
late in the third quarter but has
declined to say why. It is known
that Edwards wanted to get back-
up LaMont Jordan more involved
in the game.

Harris makes the personnel
calls after getting the plays from
offensive coordinator Paul Hack-
ett over the headset. So the alter-
cation probably had something to
do with the use of Martin and Jor-
dan. Harris has declined inter-
view requests this week.

Subtracting Owens from equation
multiplies Minnesota’s guesswork

BY DON SEEHOLZER
St. Paul Pioneer Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — For the sec-
ond time in as many weeks, the Vi-
Kings are preparing to face a play-
off opponent they played during
the regular season.

Unlike last Sunday’s NFC
wild-card game against the
Green Bay Packers, though, it's
uncertain just how much of an ad-
vantage — if any — that experi-
ence might be.

When the Vikings played at
Philadelphia on Sept. 20, star
wide receiver Terrell Owens was
an important part of Minnesota’s
defensive game planning, and he
had a big hand in the Eagles’
27-16 victory.

With Owens sidelined with an
ankle injury, the Eagles’ offense
is something of a mystery head-
ing into Sunday’s playoff game.

“We're trying to, as coaches, fig-
ure out what type of personality
they’re going to try to put on the
field offensively without Owens,”
Vikings coach Mike Tice said. “Of
course, they have the great play-
maker at running back (Brian
Westbrook) and a great tight end
(Chad Lewis).

“We've got to do the best job we
can as coaches to put a plan to-
gether that takes away the person-
ality they’re going to have Sun-
day, and we don’t know exactly
what that’s going to be.”

In the two games since Owens
was injured, the Eagles haven’t
exactly tipped their hand.

Quarterback Donovan McNabb
played just one series in a 20-7

& 5o

Minnesota Pluladelnhla
Vikings Eagles
7 p.m. Sunday
AFN-Atla Pacific & Radio

Game time is Central European.

Week 16 loss to the St. Louis
Rams and not at all in the sea-
son-ending 38-10 loss to the Cin-
cinnati Bengals.

Already assured of home-field
advantage for the playoffs, the Ea-
gles rested several other starters.
Vikings defensive coordinator
Ted Cottrell said he expects to
see basically the same Philadel-
phia offense on Sunday, even
with Owens out.

“They still run their offense,”
Cottrell said. “They’re not going
to change. When they had Terrell,
they put him in the (same) posi-
tion where the receivers were last
year. They’ve got a variety of for-
mations and plays anyway. They
plug the players in to run the of-

ense.”

That might be true, but the Ea-
gles can’t simply plug in another
Owens, who caught a team-high
77 passes for 1,200 yards and 14
touchdowns in 14 games.

Philadelphia’s second-leading
wide receiver, Todd Pinkston, fin-
ished the regular season with 36
receptions for 676 yards and one
touchdown, so Owens’ absence
figures to be huge.

“He opens it up for the other re-
ceivers, gives Westbrook more
room to work,” Vikings corner-
back Antoine Winfield said.
“Some teams double-team him.
They can spread the field with
him. I don’t know what they’re
going to do without him.”

Owens caught four passes for
79 yards, including a disputed
45-yard touchdown, during the
regular-season victory over the
Vikings. But it’s not as if the Ea-
gles have lost their only offensive
weapon.

They still have McNabb, who
passed for 245 yards and two
touchdowns and ran for another
against the Vikings.

“He makes that offense go,”
Cottrell said of McNabb. “He’s
critical to them. He can still
scramble well with the ball, he’s
strong, and I think he’s making a
lot better decisions. His deci-
sion-making has improved over
the years with his experience. It's
not easy being a quarterback up
in Philadelphia, either. Those are
my hometown fans, and they’re
kind of tough on you if you’re not

performing, especially at the
quarterback position. This guy’s
been doing a great job.”

Throw in Westbrook, the

team’s leading rusher and sec-
ond-leading receiver, and tight
ends Lewis and L.J. Smith, and
Cottrell said his defense has its
work cut out for it.

“They have enough weapons,”
Cottrell said. “T.O. was a great
plus for them, but they've been in
the (conference) championship
three years in a row, so they've
got the weapons to get there.”
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Holmgren
says he’s

staying
in Seattle

The Associated Press
KIRKLAND, Wash. — Mike
Holmgren isn’t going anywhere.
Seattle’s coach held a wrap-up

news _confer-
ence Tuesday
during  which

he  rejected
speculation he
might be fired
or leave after a frustrating 9-7 reg-
ular season. The Seahawks lost
last weekend’s wlld card home
game to St. Loui:

“I haven’t heen told I'm not
coming back,” Holmgren said.

There’s also been talk in the
Bay Area, where Holmgren grew
up, that he might consider coach-
ing the San Francisco 49ers.

“I don’t want to coach anyplace
else,” Holmgren said. “I want to
get it done here. I love our team. I
love our guys. But to say it didn’t
cross my mind to ride off into the
sunset? 'd by lying.”

In 19 NFL seasons, Holmgren
couldn’t remember such an un-
usual season. After a 3-0 record
that seemed to validate preseason
forecasts of a Super Bowl run, an
erratic turn made Holmgren
question himself.

“I always said in close games I
felt I could make a difference,”
Holmgren said. “I've had too
many close games this year
where I didn’t make a difference.
T have to start with myself.”

The Seahawks have 16 players
eligible for unrestricted free agen-
cy, including running back Shaun
Alexander, quarterback Matt Has-
selbeck and tackle Walter Jones.

Niners add Nolan, Schwartz
to interview list

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The
San Francisco 49rs added two
NFL assistant coaches to their list
of candidates for their vacant
head coaching position Tuesday.

San Francisco owner John York
received permission to interview
Baltimore defensive coordinator

AP

Seattle Seahawks coach Mike
Holmgren said Tuesday, “I don't
want to coach anyplace else. |
want to get it done here.”

Mike Nolan and Tennessee defen-
sive coordinator Jim Schwartz.
York, who interviewed New En-
gland’s Romeo Crennel last week,
met with Tennessee offensive co-
ordinator Mike Heimerdinger on
Tuesday. He will interview New
York Giants defensive coordina-
tor Tim Lewis on Wednesday.

Steelers might not reveal
RB starter until Saturday

PITTSBURGH — Running
backs Jerome Bettis and Duce
Staley split time during practice
Tuesday, and Steelers coach Bill
Cowher might not announce a
starter until Saturday.

“They’re both going to play,”
Cowher said after the Steelers re-
sumed practicing following a
three-day layoff prior to their divi-
sional playoff game against the
New York Jets. “We'll see how we
are on game day.”

Bettis (941 yards) and Staley
(830 yards) split time during the
regular season, but only after Sta-
ley injured a hamstring Oct. 31
against New England.

Bettis, used mostly as a
short-yardage back until then,
stepped in with six 100-yard
games in as many starts before sit-
ting out Jan. 2 at Buffalo with a
sprained ankle. Staley started
that day, but was pulled from
what was a meaningless game for
Pittsburgh after carrying eight
times for 21 yards.

Staley had four 100-yard
games in a five-game stretch be-
fore he was injured. He appeared
to have less acceleration and
power after returning, but Cow-
her was happy Tuesday.

“He looked good today " the
coach said.

/ 800HighTech.com

Military
Personnel

From forlorn to formidable

Falcons’ front four keys one-year turnaround from
one of the NFL’s worst defenses to one of the best

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. —
They've known what it means to
be a laughingstock, the supposed
first line of defense for a team that
gave up yards at an alarming rate.

No one’s laughing anymore.

Bolstered by a new scheme, a
key free-agent signing and better
depth, the Atlanta Falcons’ front
four is now recognized as one of
the best in the NFL.

The numbers back it up. The
Falcons led the league with 48
sacks and ranked eighth against
the run — a stunning turnaround
for a team that surrendered a
franchise-worst 6,108 yards last
season.

“It confirms to these guys that,
‘Yeah, you are good,” ” said defen-
sive line coach Bill Johnson, who
actually got a little choked up
while pondering how much
things have changed. “They’ve
worked so hard, come through so
much, going back to when every-
body thought they were the worst
in the league.”

Patrick Kerney gets much of
the notoriety, a Pro Bowl end who
ranked fourth in the league with
13 sacks. But he’s quick to point
out that it's hardly a one-man
show in the trenches.

Just take a look at tackle Rod
Coleman, signed as a free agent
after five seasons with the Oak-
land Raiders. Even though he
missed three games recovering
from injuries sustained in a car
wreck, Coleman managed 11V
sacks, forced a team-high five
fumbles and broke up six passes.

Most telling, the Falcons had
only one sack in the games Cole-
man missed. He’s a disruptive
force in the middle of the line,
often tying up several blockers
and freeing up plenty of space for
his teammates.

“The best thing about Rod is he
came here from a different sys-
tem, a different philosophy, and
he bought in to what we wanted to
do,” Kerney said. “You've got to
have four guys pushing the pock-
et together, not four guys rushing
individually.”

Led by Michael Vick and a re-
surgent defense, the Falcons won
only the third division title in fran-
chise history. After getting a
first-round bye, they are hosting
the St. Louis Rams in an NFC
playoff game Saturday night.

Kerney and Coleman are

joined along the front four by end
Brady Smith, who has six sacks,
three forced fumbles, two recov-
ered fumbles, and tackle Ed Jas-

AP

Pro Bowl end Patrick Kerney, tackling Arizona quarterback Josh Mc-
Cown (12), ranked fourth in the NFL this season with 13 sacks. The
Falcons led the NFL in sacks (48) and ranked second in the NFC
against the run (105.1 yards per game) this season.

St. Louis Atlanta
Rams at Falcons
2 a.m. Sunday:
AFN-Atla Pacific & Radio

Game time

Central European.

per. His numbers are more mod-
est because he missed the last
four games of the regular season
with a wrist injury.

The changes began shortly
after Jim Mora was hired as
coach and brought in Ed Dona-
tell, formerly of Green Bay, as de-
fensive coordinator.

The new staff quickly switched
to the 4-3 scheme, which has defi-
nitely been a better fit for Kerney
than the previous three-man
front. He can rely on his speed
and quickness to rush the quarter-
back from the outside, instead of
matching up head-on with much
bigger linemen.

The coaches also knew that
more depth was required. Kerney
figures he took every defensive
snap in at least six games a year
ago, and it was about the same in
2002, as well.

Brady Smith,
right, pres-
sures Caroli-
na QB Jake
Delhomme.
The end has
six sacks,
three forced
fumbles and
two recov-
ered fumbles
this season.

AP

“It builds up when you don’t
have a chance to recover,” Ker-
ney said. “It’s like the energy bar
on the video game. I could never
get it back to full strength.”

It’s not that way anymore.

Fifth-round pick Chad Lavalais
has bolstered things on the inside.
After Jasper was hurt, the rookie
stepped in without any noticeable
drop-off.

Jasper has recovered in time
for the playoffs, but Lavalais —
along with Antwan Lake — will
be ready to provide a breather.
Ditto on the outside, where
former starter Travis Hall is
standing by when Kerney or
Smith needs a break.

Johnson, in his fourth season as
the Falcons’ defensive line coach,
points to another factor that con-
tributed to the improvement this
season.

“It’s not something that shows
up in the statistics, but the coach
sees it every day,” Johnson said.
“The guys really seem to care
about each other, whether they're
practicing, sitting in a meeting
room or getting together away
from the field. What makes it
more amazing is their disparate
backgrounds and personalities.”

Kerney is a notorious free spir-
it from suburban Philadelphia.

Jasper is a laid-back country
boy from Texas. Hall was raised
in Alaska, which undoubtedly ac-
counts for his reserved demeanor.
Smith grew up near Chicago. Lav-
alais hails from rural Louisiana.

Somehow, all those unique piec-
es managed to fit. Kerney gave a
canoe to Jasper, an avid fisher-
man. Jasper keeps an eye on Cole-
man, who is going through a di-
vorce. During the holidays, they
all got together at Hall’s house.

“They don’t just work togeth-
er,” Johnson said. “They’re the
greatest group of guys I've ever
coached from a personality stand-
point.”
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Oklahoma State’s Sutton ties
mentor Iba with win No. 767

The Associated Press

STILLWATER, Okla. — Even
after a milestone victory, Eddie
Sutton was preaching defense.

Henry Iba taught him well.

Sutton tied his mentor for sev-
enth in career coaching victories
when No. 6 Oklahoma State beat
Missouri 78-68 on Tuesday night.

“The basis of the way he taught
the game was defense is a stabiliz-
er,” Sutton said of Iba. “It's a
thing that on a night when you're
not shooting the ball well, if your
defense will hold up, maybe there
will come a time when you get
some momentum.

“If you don’t play defense, all of
a sudden you get blown away
early and you're out of the game.”

Joey Graham scored a sea-
son-high 27 points and John
Lucas added 18 for the Cowboys
(121, 2-0 Big 12), who held Mis-
souri to 38 percent shooting from
the field.

Sutton improved to 767-293 in
his career, which included stints
at Creighton, Arkansas and Ken-
tucky before he retumed to his
alma mater in 199

“Mr. Iba would be thrilled be-

cause he was a
teacher, and 1

ink the great-
est credit that
can be given is
when  some-
body that you coached or taught
does well,” Sutton said.

In all 12 of its wins this season,
Oklahoma State has held its oppo-
nent under 50 percent shooting.
It’s a staple of Sutton’s teams that
can be traced back to the 1950s
when he played and later
coached under Iba.

The Cowboys held Missouri
without a field goal for 5 minutes
and broke open a close game with
alate 14-4 run.

Kleiza scored 24 points to lead
the Tigers, who were 8-for-21
from three-point range. Kleiza
was 13-for-13 from the foul line
and fought off endless boos follow-
ing an early technical foul. His
tough inside play helped cause
two Oklahoma State defenders to
foul out.

Sutton will try to pass Iba on
Saturday when the Cowboys play
Towa State. Iba was 767-338 in 41
seasons. He spent 36 years in Still-

water and won the school’s only
two NCAA championships in
1945 and 1946 when it was still
known as Oklahoma A&M. He
died in 1993.

No. 4 Wake Forest 81, Mary-
land 66: Justin Gray scored 25
points, including a season-high
six three-pointers, and the
Demon Deacons (14-1, 3-0 Atlan-
tic Coast Conference) cruised to
the home victory. Gray was com-
ing off a 31-point performance
agamel Clemson over the week-

le Caner-Medley had 18
points for the Terrapins (9-4, 1-2),
who were coming off a 36-point
loss at No. 3 North Carolina.

No. 19 Louisville 107, South-
em Miss 62: Francisco Garcia
had 25 points to lead the Cardi-
nals (133, 2-1 Conference USA),
who led by as many as 48 points
and shot 57 percent from the
field.

Rashaad Carruth had a ca-
reer-high 25 points for the Golden
Eagles (9-6, 0-3) in the worst
home loss in school history.

Southern Mississippi has lost
four straight.

13

Oklahoma State coach Eddie
Sutton, above, tied his mentor
Henry Iba for seventh place on the
career victories list Tuesday night
as the Cowboys defeated Missouri
78-68 in Stillwater, Okla.

No. 23 Alabama 64, Arkansas
61: Earnest Shelton scored 18
points and Kennedy Winston had
nine of his 13 in the second half to
lead the Crimson Tide (13-3, 2-1
Southern Conference) to the road
win. Winston made one of two
free throws with 9.8 seconds left
to give Alabama a three-point
lead and Eric Ferguson missed
an open three-pointer with 2 sec-
onds left that could have tied the
game.

Ronnie Brewer had 15 points
for the Razorbacks (13-3, 1-2).

St. Mary’s
holds off
Air Force

The Associated Press

MORAGA, Calif. — Brett Col-
lins scored 15 points and Saint
Mary’s overcame a poor shooting
second half Tuesday night to hold
off Air Force and win its ninth
straight game, 59-58.

The Gaels (15-4), coming off a
big victory over Gonzaga last Sat-
urday, never trailed after scoring
the game’s first nine points.

But they almost blew a 13-point
halftime lead, scoring only 19
points in the second half. Saint
Mary’s shot only S-for-14 from
the field and 9-for-18 from the
foul line after halftime.

Jason Walberg missed two free
throws with 24.5 seconds remain-
ing, giving Air Force (10-6) a
chance to win. Matt McGraw
missed a jumper, but Nick Welch
retained the ball for Air Force in
a wild scramble for the ball. He
launched a last-second air ball at-
tempt while falling near the
free-throw line as time ran out.

Paul Marginey added 13 points
for the Gaels and E.J. Rowland
scored 1

McGraw led Air Force with 17
points. Tim Keller and Antoine
Hood chipped in 12 apiece.

Drawn-out baseball deals finally are finished

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Randy
Johnson, Carlos Beltran, Shawn
Green, Derek Lowe, Javier

Vazquez and Juan Gonzalez final-
ly got to their new teams follow-
ing weeks of negotiations.

Dioner Navarro, a 20-year-old
catcher with seven major league
at-bats, even got traded twice
Tuesday.

On a day when the Mets and
Yankees combined for a news con-
ference doubleheader, baseball
dominated the New York sports
scene, even with the Jets getting
ready for their matchup with
Pittsburgh in the NFL playoffs.

In the morning at Shea Stadi-
um, the Mets announced their
$119 million, seven-year contract
with center fielder Carlos Belt-

ran, the 10th deal in baseball his-
tory worth $100 million or more.
The new-look Mets have added
three-time Cy Young Award win-
ner Pedro Martinez and might try
to sign Carlos Delgado.

Three hours later, the Yankees
introduced Johnson, a five-time
Cy Young Award winner, after ac-
quiring him from Arizona for
Vazquez, Navarro, pitcher Brad
Halsey and $9 million. The Big
Unit, who got a $32 million,
two-year contract extension
through 2007, quickly apologized
for getting into a sidewalk con-
frontation with a television cam-
eraman en route to his physical
the previous day.

“It was unprofessional and, ob-
viously, I feel very foolish today,
at such a great moment in my ca-
reer, that I would have to sit be-

fore all of you, or stand before all
you, and apologize for my ac-
tions,” he said.

Arizona then dealt Navarro and
right-handers William Juarez,
Danny Muegge and Beltran
Perez to Los Angeles for Green
and $10 million.

Green got a $32 million,
three-year contract from the Dia-
mondbacks. He has a .314 aver-
age and .629 slugging percentage
at Bank One Ballpark with 14
homers and 40 RBIs in 175
at-bats, according to the Elias
Sports Bureau.

Arizona planned more moves.
The Diamondbacks agreed with
left-hander Shawn Estes on a $2.5
million, one-year contract and
were close to trading Shea Hillen-
brand to the Toronto Blue Jays.

After shedding Green, Los An-

geles finalized its $36 million,
four-year  contract  with
right-hander Derek Lowe, the
winner for Boston in the final
game of all three of its postseason
series as Sox won their
first World Series in 86 years.

Gonzalez, a two-time AL MVP
with Texas, finalized a minor
league deal with Cleveland. The
35-year-old outfielder has 434
homers but played in only 33
games last year with Kansas City,
batting .276 with five homers and
17 RBIs.

Toronto agreed to a $5.2 mil-
lion, two-year contract with
left-hander Scott Schoeneweis,
Philadelphia  agreed to a
$500,000, one-year contract with
right-hander Terry Adams and
Baltimore agreed to a minor
league deal with right-hander
James Baldwin.

After weeks of negot
Randy Johnson finally made his
first appearance in New York
Yankees pinstripes Tuesday.

Don King files $2.5 billion defamation

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Boxing promot-
er Don King filed a $2.5 billion
defamation  suit Wednesday,
claiming he was portrayed in a
false light on an ESPN “Sports-
Century” segment aired last May.

The suit, filed in state court in
Broward County, Fla, names
ESPN, ABC Cable Networks, Ad-
vocate Communications and Dis-
ney as defendants, claiming King
was falsely ponrayed as “a con
artist and a thug

“This case is one of the worst
examples of reckless broadcast
journalism and blatant disregard
for the truth,” lawyer Willie Gary
said.

The flamboyant promoter, who

has represent-
ed fighters
from Muham-
mad Ali to
Mike Tyson,
has  spent
much of his career in court.

He settled a lawsuit for $7.5 mil-
lion with former middleweight
champion Terry Norris in late
2003 and still faces a $100 million
lawsuit filed against him by
Tyson.

King also has beaten federal
charges, including tax evasion
and fraud.

Sports

briefs

Austrian skier Knauss
suspended for steroid use
WENGEN, Switzerland — Aus-

trian skier Hans Knauss was tem-
porarily suspended Wednesday
for steroid use and could be
banned for two years.

Knauss tested positive for nan-
drolone following
fourth-pl. finish in a World
Cup downhill in Lake Louise, Al-
berta, on Nov. 27.

His backup sample also was
positive, the international federa-
tion said.

Under international rules, ath-
letes found guilty of using ste-
roids face a two-year ban. Such a
penalty most likely would end the
33-year-old  skier’s  career.
Knauss has won seven races in
his 14 years on the World Cup cir-
cuit and wants to compete in the
world championships, which

suit over ESPN segment

begin Jan. 28 and run through
Feb. 13.

Sarah Lewis, secretary general
of the ski federation (FIS), said
Knauss has three options — ac-
cept the suspension, submit a
written defense to the federa-
tion’s doping panel or request a
personal hearing.

‘A hearing for Knauss has been
scheduled by FIS between Feb.
16 and 18 in Oberstdorf, Germa-
ny, said Christian Flick, the ski-
er’s legal adviser. But Lewis said
Knauss could request an expedit-
ed process so the case would be
settled before the worlds in Bor-
mio, Italy. However, this would
preclude the option of a personal
hearin;

“Our main goal must be to

clear Hans of cheating on the one
hand, and on the other hand give
him a chance to return to the
slopes as soon as possible,” Flick
said.

Knauss contends supplements
he took were tainted with nan-
drolone, which was not listed as
an ingredient on the container.

There have been few doping
cases in Alpine skiing. France’s
Christelle Guignard was stripped
of her bronze medal in giant sla-
lom from the 1989 world champi-
onships for a positive test. More
recently, Britain's Alain Baxter
lost his 2002 Olympic slalom
bronze medal after testing posi-
tive for the banned stimulant.
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SPORTS

Nets get bad news on Jefferson,
then play poorly in loss
to Pistons, Page 46

Suns in different league

Phoenix Suns forward Amare Stoudemire, right, slaps the ball out of the grasp of Miami Heat center Shaquille O'Neal, left, in the third quarter
Tuesday in Phoenix. Both players lead their respective teams with 34 points as the Suns defeated the Heat 122-107.

West’s best team coasts past East-leading Heat

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — The ever-energized Phoenix
Suns made the best in the East look slow and
overmatched — just like they’'ve done to al-
most every opponent so far in a remarkable
season.

Amare Stoudemire scored 34 points, and
the Suns won their seventh straight 122-107
over the Miami Heat on Tuesday night in
what turned out to be a mismatch of the teams
with the best records in the West and East.

All five Suns starters hit double figures —
in the first half — and Phoenix improved to
31-4, the sixth-best start for a team with four
losses in league history. Four of the five teams
ahead of the Suns went on to win the NBA
title.

Miami coach Stan Van Gundy said he knew
what the Suns would do, but he couldn’t stop
them from doing it.

“We got absolutely dominated from the
get-go,” he said. “Look, that’s a great team.
I'm a little humbled by the fact that we could
not come up with any kind of plan to stop
them from a coaching standpoint.”

West if best

The Miami Heat have the
best record in the NBA's

Eastern  ‘Confere
27-10, but they have a 7-8
record against teams from
the  Western Conference
and just one victory against

C(‘;jjb

fhe top six teams from the  AMULALMI,
West. Here’s the results Of
West eres HEAT

Nov. 11 — lost to Dallas, 113-93

an. Ic, 108
Jan. 11 — lost at Phoemx 122 107

Shawn Marion added 26 points and 11 re-
bounds, Steve Nash 16 points and 16 assists
and Joe Johnson 24 points and nine rebounds
for the Suns, who have won 18 of 19.

“Just right now it's fitting all together,”
Phoenix coach Mike D’Antoni said. “He
[Nash] makes it look easy, and the other guys
make it look easy. They play off each other.
Thls is probably our best stretch we've had all

The fleet-footed Suns ran out to a 17-point

lead in the first quarter, never let Miami clos-
er than 10 and topped 120 points for the sec-
ond game in a row and seventh time this sea-

“I don’t know that I've seen a quicker team
in my 10 years in the league,” Van Gundy
said. “They’ve got great athletes at every posi-
tion.”

“They’re a very unselfish team,” Miami’s
Eddie Jones said. “And they push it right at
'you, right down your throat.”

Despite his team’s eye-popping record,
D’Antoni won’t call the Suns the best team in
the NBA.

“You know, San Antonio’s good,” he said.
“They only beat us by 20 points, so it's kind of
hard for me to say we’re better than they are.
We're good. We're playing real well, and
we’re going to get better.”

Shaquille O’Neal had 34 points and 11 re-
bounds, and Dwyane Wade added 23 points,
but the Heat — beaten at Seattle on Sunday —
lost two in a row for only the second time this
season. The first was early November, when
Dallas and San Antonio beat Miami in
back-to-back games Nov. 11-12.

SEE SUNS ON PAGE 47
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